Issue:  Strategic vs. Official Community Plan

(1)An Official Community Plan or OCP is a long-term guide for a municipality or electoral area within the Greater Vancouver Regional District (GVRD). An OCP is a vision developed by the community to manage the social, economic, environmental and physical future of an area by guiding land use, development and transportation activities.

An OCP is a legal document that articulates the goals and policies of the community on housing, jobs/businesses, transportation, parks, green space and community facilities. It also describes the implementation process for its policies.

An OCP is not a regulatory or static document. It can be amended to respond to changing community needs. An OCP guides planning staff and municipal councils, or, in the University Endowment Lands (UEL), the appointed manager, on all decisions that affect the defined area.

An OCP reflects a process for handling growth. It is developed through community involvement and speaks not only to the unique context of local concerns but also to the broader goals of the GVRD's Livable Region Strategic Plan (LRSP).

(2)The Official Community Plan (OCP) is the City’s vision for the future growth and development of the community.  The vision reflects the ideas and input of the people who live and work in Port Coquitlam and who participated in the preparation of the Plan.  The vision is communicated in words and maps through this Plan. However, it will be realized by the changes we see in our community as new development occurs, new residents settle here and new businesses are established. The Plan provides the City with a guide for development by establishing policies and designating land for specific uses.  It also provides clear direction as to how the community will look over the next ten years.

The OCP focuses on land use but it also considers factors important to our quality of life. The Plan integrates land use, economy, environment, transportation, community facilities and services into a broad strategy to direct growth and development. An OCP is prepared under the authority of the Local Government Act, which states that an OCP is a statement of objectives and policies to guide decisions on planning and land use management.
 
(3)What is an OCP?

An Official Community Plan (OCP) is a legal document for planning and managing the City's social, economic and physical future. It contains land use and other maps to guide development in the City. 

It is a long range vision for the City that informs people about where growth will occur in the future and the character of that growth. 

The plan reflects overall community values for the City which have been determined through the public participation process. 

Who Uses an OCP? 
Council and staff use the OCP when making decisions about zoning, development and service provision. 

Residents and potential purchasers use the OCP to determine what will happen in a neighbourhood in the future. 

Why is the OCP Important? 
The OCP ensures that land use change is managed and co-ordinated. 

The OCP provides certainty for residents, land owners and the City about the future. 

How Does the OCP Work?
The OCP provides in words and through a map, the vision for future land use. Goals, objectives, and policies support the land use components of housing, jobs and business, transportation, parks and open space, and community facilities. 

The OCP map shows the generalized future land designations. Official Community Plans can be adopted for the whole City, for planning areas of the City or for parts of planning areas. 

The City-wide OCP deals with larger land use issues while the Planning Area and Sub-Area OCP's are used to deal with local neighbourhood land use issues. 

How is the Zoning Map different from the OCP Map? 
Generally, the zoning map shows what is allowed now, the OCP map shows what will be allowed in the future. 

An OCP cannot commit Council to specific expenditures, however, Council cannot endorse actions contrary to the plan. 

The OCP is supported by other City policies such as the Annual Budget, the 5 Year Capital Works Budget, the Zoning Bylaw, the Subdivision Control Bylaw, the Development Cost Charges Bylaw, and the Building Bylaw. 

In 1997 Richmond has: 

· 1 overall city OCP 

· 7 planning area OCP's 

· 15 Sub Area OCP's 

Why Update the OCP? 
At this time, an update of the OCP is required due to: 

· The Municipal Act provides for official community plans to be updated every 5 years. Richmond's 1989 OCP is now 7 years old. 

· Growth Strategies Act requires Greater Vancouver municipalities to amend, by February 8, 1998 their existing OCPs, by including Regional Context Statements and other necessary changes which will comply with the Greater Vancouver Regional District’s (GVRD), 1995 Liveable Region Strategic Plan. 

· Preparing for 2021 since 1989 Richmond has changed considerably, and new forecasts for the economy and population suggest more change is ahead for Richmond. Updating the OCP at this time allows us to plan for the future. 

(4)OCP Background Information
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The City of Port Moody is embarking on an update to the 2000 Official Community Plan (OCP).  The goal of the OCP update project is to review existing OCP policies to ensure the plan continues to guide the future development of the City of Port Moody with policies that are contemporary and consistent with the community’s vision for the future.   The planning process will consider environmental, economic and social trends and will present policy guidelines to manage growth in the municipality in the next decade and beyond. 

The OCP is a blueprint for future land use in Port Moody.  It consists of goals, policies, and land use designations that affect all types of land use: residential, commercial, industrial, parks and green space.  It is an expression of how Port Moody will continue to evolve and change.

The OCP is written in the form of a bylaw and is adopted by Council.  Once adopted, the OCP has legal status, requiring that land use decisions are consistent with the Plan.  The current OCP for Port Moody was adopted in November 2000, and a review of the Plan is timely.

The process to update the OCP will involve a wide range of participants in an open consultative process including the community at large, neighbourhood groups and associations, city committees and commissions, the business community and associations, the development community, other municipal jurisdictions, the Greater Vancouver Regional District and external consultants.  


Please explore the links provided on the main OCP page and check back occasionally as more information will be posted over the duration of the project. 

(1) http://uel.ceiarchitecture.com/whatisocp.asp 

(2) http://www.city.port-coquitlam.bc.ca/Dynamic/Page716.aspx 

(3) http://www.richmond.ca/services/planning/ocp/history/ocp200.htm 

(4) http://www.cityofportmoody.com/City+Hall/Services/Planning/OCP+Background+Information.htm 

