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Notice of Upcoming Closure

The Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure would like to notify the public of 
the planned full closure of Highway 1 at the Ironworkers Memorial Bridge on:

Wednesday, April 2, from 1:00 a.m. until 5:00 a.m.

Both the overhead signs spanning the width of the bridge will be removed during 
this closure, and traffic will be directed to use Lions Gate Bridge.

The eastside bridge sidewalk remains closed until August 2014. Once the eastside 
sidewalk is completed and reopened, the westside sidewalk will close until 
March 2015. 

This work is part of the safety fence installation and sidewalk widening 
construction for the Ironworkers Memorial Bridge project.

To find out more about this project visit the project website at:

http://www.th.gov.bc.ca/highwayprojects/IronWorkers/index.htm

For more information, please contact
Project Manager Jay Porter at 604 527-3105,

or by e-mail at Jay.Porter@gov.bc.ca
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Attention Boaters
Get ready for boating season by getting your pleasure craft licence and proof of 
competency now.

Pleasure craft licence
In Canada, all recreational boats with a motor of 10 horsepower (7.5 kW) or more 
must have a pleasure craft licence. A pleasure craft licence provides a unique 
identification number that must be displayed 
on your boat. This allows Search and Rescue 
personnel to access important information in 
an emergency.

Pleasure craft licences are valid for 10 years. 
Operating a pleasure craft without one may 
result in a $250 fine.

Proof of competency
Everyone who operates a power-driven boat 
also needs proof of competency — something that shows they understand the  
basic rules and how to safely operate a boat. The most common proof of  
competency is the Pleasure Craft Operator Card. You can get the card by taking  
a boating safety course in-person or online, and passing the test at the end of  
the course.

For more information on how to get your card or to get an Application for  
a Pleasure Craft Licence, visit www.tc.gc.ca/boatingsafety or call the  
Boating Safety InfoLine at 1-800-267-6687.

in Lynn Valley.  
Richmond – born Aug. 30, 1979, in 

Vancouver – lived in the 1000-block of 
Lodge Road off Tall Tree Lane in Upper 
Capilano, went to Canyon Heights 
school and played in the Forest Hills 
Little League.

I was totin’ my ball bag on a winding 
North Van street

When along came a baseball coach 
whom I chanced to meet.

“If you’re going to Eldon Park, you 
can come with me, son”

So we headed for the ballpark for an 
afternoon of fun.

He asked me if I had a plan for my 
career and life

And I said, “Yes sir, I’m ready for 
every turn and strife.”

I’ll go everywhere, man
I’ve breathed the Forest Hills air, man
Soon I’ll be on my way, man
To ballparks far and wide, man
I’ll go everywhere.

It was, however, far from a high-draft-
pick trip to The Show for Richmond. It 
was more like Survivor and The Great 
Race combined. 

His mom, Linda, married Kelly Kaye, 
Scott’s Little League coach, and even-
tually the family moved to Aldergrove, 
then back to the North Shore and 
Scott’s Grade 11 year at West Van 
Secondary. Soon they were off to Hawaii 
for a short time where he completed 
graduation with the Greater Vancouver 
Distance Education School.

Back here, Scott landed up doing 
well-paying grunge work for three years 
on the docks in North Van for Seaspan 
while playing senior men’s ball, a year 
with Douglas College’s club team plus 
a summer stint with Moose Jaw in 
the collegiate Western Major Baseball 
League. That led to U.S. college baseball 
at ascending levels from JUCO to NAIA 
to NCAA Division 1.

First it was with Bossier Parish 
Community College in Louisiana, then 
on to Missouri Valley College and final-
ly over to Oklahoma State University. If 
nothing else, he was getting a de facto 
education in geography (along with a 

business economics degree).
In his final year at OSU in 2005, 

after successfully fighting his NCAA-
ruled ineligibility due to misinformation 
regarding his year at Douglas College, 
he earned all-star status as the fourth-
ranked pitcher in the Big 12 Conference 
behind two current Detroit Tigers, 
superstar Max Scherzer and reliever 
Joba Chamberlain. 

But when no major league team 
picked Scott during the massive 40+ 
rounds of the amateur draft – a disap-
pointment he attributes to visa prob-
lems created by 9/11 – he headed to 
Edmonton to play in the now-defunct 
Northern League (an independent pro-
fessional circuit which normally indi-
cates road’s end for major league aspi-
rants) that stretched across Western 
Canada and into eight Midwest states.

I’ll go to Aldergrove, Hawaii, Moose 
Jaw, Missouri, 

Louisiana, Oklahoma, Edmonton, 
Calgary, 

Fargo-Morehead, Lincoln and Gary, 
Winnipeg, St. Paul, Sioux Falls, Sioux 

City, 
Schaumburg, Joliet and Kansas City.
I’ll go everywhere.

Now the Toronto Blue Jays wanted 
him, assigning him in 2008 to their 
“AA” Eastern League team in New 
Hampshire where he got to play in 10 
cities in eight northeastern states, earn-
ing advancement to Syracuse in the 
“AAA” International League.

After just enough time to try out the 
pitching mounds in Buffalo, Pawtucket, 
Louisville and a few other spots, he 
was called up to Toronto for his major 
league debut on July 30, 2008, against 
Tampa Bay, the eventual American 
League East champs and World Series 
finalist. After all that travel up to age 
28, it took a span of less than a full sea-
son to go from independent ball to the 
bigs. 

Despite being charged as the los-
ing pitcher in a 3-2 loss, he 
pitched masterfully into the 
sixth inning by dueling Rays’ 
hurler Edwin Jackson pitch 
for pitch. Following two more 
losses in which the Blue 

Jays gave him not even one run to work 
with, Richmond’s first major league 
victory came on Sept. 26 in Baltimore, 
a 3-0 complete-game, six-inning-short-
ened contest.   

I’ll go to Manchester, Akron, Altoona, 
Bowie,

Binghampton, Norwich, New Britain, 
Erie,

Portland, Trenton, Harrisburg, 
Louisville,

Allentown, Scranton, Wilkes Barre, 
Pawtucket,

Buffalo and Indianapolis on the way 
to Toronto.

I’ll go everywhere.

After a great 3-0 start and an overall 
8-11 record with Toronto in 2009, inju-
ries placed him in Dunedin, the Blue 
Jays’ Florida spring training home for 
much of 2010. In 2011 and 2012, he was 
on the road again in the “AAA” Pacific 
Coast League with the Jays’ Las Vegas 
club and in 2013 with Round Rock, an 
Austin suburb and the Texas Rangers’ 
top minor league team, when Toronto 
didn’t renew his contract.

His elevation to the majors resulted 
in missing pitching for Canada in the 
2008 Beijing Olympics which would 
have been a nice road trip to add to his 
collection of cities. He also missed play-
ing in both the 2012 World Baseball 
Classic prelims in Germany due to the 
birth of his twins and the 2013 WBC 
itself in Phoenix when he was injured 
shortly after signing with Lotte of the 
Korean League. But he did get to pitch 
for Canada in  international games in 
Australia, Taiwan, Panama and Mexico.

He’s 34 now but isn’t ready to quit 
playing. “I love travelling,” he tells me, 
adding he’d like to play in Japan or 
Korea in the future,  while spelling out 
his already lengthy list of travel destina-
tions during an engaging 50-minute chat. 

The Rangers’ training camp in 
Surprise, Arizona – not far from his 
Phoenix-area home in Gilbert – is set 

to wrap up this week. He’ll head to 
Round Rock to begin his 10th season in 
pro ball. If things work out, he could be 
back in the majors. You should never 
count out Scott Richmond.   

I’ve been to Round Rock, Vegas, 
Memphis, Mexico,

Omaha, Chicago, Sacramento, Reno, 
Fort Wayne, Salt Lake, Dunedin, 

Albuquerque,
Arlington, Australia, Panama, Korea, 
Nashville, New Orleans, Tucson, 

Tacoma.
I’ve been everywhere. 

This is episode 500 from Len Corben’s 
treasure chest of stories – the great 
events and the quirky – that bring to life 
the North Shore’s rich sports history.

Len Corben’s Latest Book 

Columnist Len Corben’s book, PLAY IT 
AGAIN! A Century PLUS of North Shore 
Sports Stories, which includes over 100 
short stories and almost 400 photos, is 
available at Larry’s Sports on Lonsdale, 
Lions Gate Hospital gift shop, Black Bond 
Books in Lynn Valley and The Dog’s Ear 
T-Shirt Shop in West Van. For more infor-
mation, a personalized autographed copy 
or how to get his out-of-print other books, 
INSTANT REPLAY and THE PITCHING 
PROFESSOR: The Life and Times of Ernie 
Kershaw, contact Len at lencorben@yahoo.
ca or at 604-988-0455.
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