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Out with the old, in with the ne

HOW IT WORKS NOW:

Munic
and req'chnu Services.

yers pay
ﬂ" 'P, munmlltmfamm
services — o average
of 5200-$300 per year
= per household in Metro

Vancouer.

Municipalities use that money to contract out
the service or to caver the cost of in-howse
collectons e Vancouver and Bumaby).

recycling firms
whaere they are
processed

and sold.

| EHEARIS,

Ipalities are responsible for garbage

Municipalities
V@ return on

recyclables sold as com-
medities, such as paper,
plastic and tin.
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WHAT'S IN YOUR BLUE BOX?

Big changes for recycling in Metro

Confusion surrounds the new Multi-Material BC program, which is set to launch on May 19

KELLY SINOSKI
i
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Surrey Board of Trade
joined the growing eho-
rus of opposition agrinst
Multi-Material BC Wednesday,
calling an the provincial govern-
meent o delay
program unti
educates businesses on what it
will mean to them
CED Anita Huberman said
the board has been inundated
with calls and complaints from
small Iusinesses in the past two
MMBC prepares for its
v 1 lnumch.
"I'Im don't understand it,”
she said. *We ourselves are
very confused abaut the whaole
situntion,”
The progran, which puts the
onus on ndustry to fund the
et of collecting and recyeling
packaging and printed paper,
ues nlso drawn concern from
|:l|ler business groups acrows
. while mumicipali
o see whetler the §

il Sy

v deal with MMBC tlm will puay
them incentives, oF compensi-
tion, for the contents of their
blue bins; other mundcipalities,
such as Coquitlam,
full control of the blue- -
lection system to MMBC. l\-ll.l
angley Township, mean-

will continue with their

e risks nF slgning on were loo
reat notm@ there are no guar-
BC

antees il peceive the

T from selling
commdities such as paper, tin
andl plastic because it relies on
market rates. This is i
larly troubling, she s
the newspaper industry
ing about signing with MMBL.

“When we got the financial
analysis, it was pretty much
break-even,” Jackson said. “We
just want to make very sure we
are doing the best thing we can
for the residents of Delta,”

Rob Costanzo, Surrey’s dep-
uty upa-r-nllnns manlwrn[- A
neering, d if the program
works as planned it likely will
result in o peduction in garbage
and recyeling collection fees for
residents in fis city — but he
neknowledges that conld vary
v maumicipality,
wgram doesn't meet
expectations, municipalities
can bow out of it by giving six
months’ notice,

“Wae'll know better onoe we get
the ctual eollections,” he said.
ere's low it ks sapposed to
work

The
MMBC

rogram
pwillgenahl.e
residents to
recycle new
categories

of packaging
that are not
commonty
Included now,
including
milk cartons,
plastic foam
packaging,
lant pots,
aluminum fofl
ng,

certain types
of plastic film
ing and

drink cups.

What is Multi-Material
BC (MMBC)?

Bulti-Material British Colum-
bin i% & not-for-profit, indus-
try-led organizoti
the process of tking over the
blise-Taox system from munici-

nerate packaging and
printed paper. It is among more
than 20 “extended producer

& the past

which has seen
industry nssume responsibil-
ity for items such as beve
containers, electronics,

govemne
Canadian n:m.mkhmvmm
Alliance’s board of direct

Why are we doing it?

The province says the MMBC-
operated program will boost
the recycling rate of packag-
ing and printed paper to 75
per conl from 52 per cent while
providing rllrl:snir bilue-bix
callection to 125 million B.C
houselvolds. The MMEC pro-
gram will enable residents to
recyele new cotegories of pack-
agging that not commonly
ineludid in existing curbside
or depol recycling programs,
mrlu-!llu. milk cartons, plas-
the foam packnging, plant pots.
aluminum foil packnging, cer-
tain types of plastic film pack-
agimg and drink cups.

How does it work?
I.‘ndl\r MMEC, the respon-
si

through fees for mu
al collection services — to the
Rusimllnl put those mate-

which incluses repr
from Unilever Canod
Walmart, Tim Hort
Loblaw Companies Lid
Cola Refreshments Ci
Procter & Gamble,

laand

rinls into conswmers’ homes.
To comply, those businesses
have to ealeulate the amount
of packaging and printed paper
they distribute to consimers
MMBC then assigns o fee and

HOWIT 1S GOING TOWORK:
Multi BC would yeling
services,

_‘ltweuld charge fees to businesses,
based en the amount of packaging and

printed paper they distribute to consumers.
MMBC expects to collect
$110 million per year.

L 4

Multi-Material BC would use
that money to run its awn collec-
Thon services — ar o comgpensate
municipalithes who opt into the pras
gram, but continue to collect their
own recyclables. MMEC would con-
trol the contents of all blue boxes —
except those in municipalities that
opt out enirely,

~

Recyclables are taken to Green by

Nature EPR — a consortium of Cascades

Recovery, Emterra Enviranmental anndrhn
and
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Here's how the system works now and how it would work under the new
proposal, The goal Is to shift the cost of recycling to businesses from taxpayers.

Municipalities have

three options:

1 They can opt out of the

Raxparyers now pay $50
for blue-box collection.

They can opt it the program
i Full. Mutti-Matesials BC will
take over blue-box collection
Tdre its own contractors. This is what
Cwulﬂnm. University Endowment
and Anmare have chasen.
Tarpmn would not be charged for

so would see a reduction
I i e

They cin opt inta the program
lul connnue 1o collect blue
a3 they do now.

Plastics — for

-

Any excess revenue vwould be wturmed to
busineases wha paid mto the MMBC program
while the cost of recycling services coubd be
reduced in participating municpalitics.

WATHE LEIDENNRORPNG FILLS

st (he pevenne o pay for col-

\0! :m]miln;: nr..umos and

MMBC would pay them $32-536 per

household for the contents of the

s, This could reduce recyding

costs for taxpayers.
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Anita Huberman,
Surrey Board of Trade CEQ,
says they have been inundated
with calls and complaints from
small businesses,

sell the re (\:]ul:ln-s The third
option, o
Anmor d :In.- I.nner-.:h
Enchowment Lands, lets MMBC
hire contractors and deliver

curbside pickup directly with
1o cost 1o the city.

What can be collected
under the MMBC system?

B.C. reshdents will be alde to
recvele new categories of pack-
aging that are not commonly
included in current curbside
or depot recyeling programs.
Giluss must be separated to pre-
vont contamination of the recy-
clabiles; it wi s b individ-

lection services, elther munici-
fral bbise- bk prograims or other
commercial pickup. MMBC
expects the system will collect

potential cost savings of dis-

mate-  ual
rial in Metra Vancouver is  whether separated gluss can
worth about $53 million. The  be placed e Dl b o 1

it will have to be taken to the

about $tio million pervear in - posed recvelables in Metro  local depot.
fews. Vanconver is $28.5 million.

Do businesses have
Where does Do municipalities have o be part of MMBC?
the money go? to give up their own

Allen Langdon, nlanamnz
director of MME
collected from husmm
resent the netl cost of the pro-
gram. Any excess revenue
sedd from the sale of the com-
modities will then go back to
those businesses to help defry
their costs. Langdon did not
know how much revenue was

gram, minici
options. The fi
1

anticipated to come from the
sale of recyclables, saying it right 10
wonld depend on the market  recyclable

walua for the variows commodi
ties. A 2012 market study by
EBA Engineering Consultants
Ltd. estimated Metro Vancou
ver generates 1.3 million tonmes
venr in sis categorics: carpe
gloss, electronics, orga
paper and plastic,

Of that .nnuum. [RTRT
tonnes @ cele
BE0,000 tonnes 20 to lindflls.

blue-box collection?

No. Under the MMBC pro-
lities have three
adopted by
letro Vancouver mimnie-
ipalitios, allows cities to keep

their own blue-box

i e |
MMEC, which then retains the
rocess and sell the

Town- that b

not obligated

Py
l\ons. How they e m|\L\' L‘-I'"‘l[
choice, and busine
choose nol 1o join MMBC can
develop their own stewardship
plam. Brewer Distribators B.C,
as p stewardship plan await-
ing approval by the provinee,
for instance, while t :
paper sector has not
MMEC.

n the blue bins.
MEC estimates the incentive
te is $32 to $36 per house-
Id, accounting to $50 mil-
iom-plus in Metro Vancowver,
The second aption, chosen
by Delta and Lang|
ies,  ship, allows municip
e the statis guo with Bue-
e collections with no incen-
s from MMBC, which then
no aceess to process and

What are the penalties
associated with MMBC?

Municipalities with blue bins
hree per cent con-
tamination, such as broken
glass, will faee a penalty of no.
maore than $120,000.
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