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Retroactive changes unconstitutional
JohnWhaling, a North

Vancouver man, who was

jailed after being convicted

of three gun offences.

Whaling, who used to be

a verifier for the Canadian

Firearms Registry, was

nabbed five years ago as

part of a police investigation

into a large-scale gun-

trafficking ring in the Lower

Mainland.

When police searched

Whaling’s NorthVancouver

home on East Keith

Road under warrant, they

found a large quantity

of unregistered firearms,

including two 45-calibre

handguns —one of which

was loaded — and a MAC-

10 automatic pistol, as well

as machine guns in various

stages of completion.

He also had a gun

similar to an AK-47 that

he had converted into a

fully automatic weapon

and stashed in a box in the

woods near Squamish.

In September 2010,

Whaling was sentenced to

four and a half years in jail.

Because he was a

first-time federal offender

serving a sentence for non-

violent offences,Whaling

was entitled to apply for

accelerated day parole,

which allows offenders to be

released on parole after just

one-sixth of their sentence.

But when the federal

government’s new law

abolishing accelerated

parole came into effect, in

March of 2011,Whaling

got a letter saying he was

no longer eligible for the

program.

According to the

Supreme Court of Canada

decision, the change to the

law essentially extended

Whaling’s time in jail by

three months.

Two other inmates, who

also challenged the law,

had their time behind bars

extended by nine and 21

months respectively.

In May 2013, a panel

of B.C. Court of Appeal

justices rejected a bid by

Whaling to overturn his

conviction on three weapons

offences.They agreed with

the original trial judge

that the convictions were

based on “a substantial

body of evidence” and that

Whaling’s version of events

simply wasn’t credible. Last

month, the B.C. appeal

court also rejectedWhaling’s

appeal of his sentence.
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RCMPwarn of tax time scam
The RCMP are warning

residents of the North

Shore that phone

scammers posing as

tax collectors from the

RCMP are trying to dupe

residents out of their

money.

Police put out the

warning after several

North Vancouver residents

reported they had received

“suspicious” phone calls

from someone claiming to

be an RCMP officer. The

caller told residents that

thousands of dollars in

back taxes are owed, then

gave them an opportunity

to pay as much as they

could immediately to avoid

legal proceedings.

RCMP spokesman Cpl.

Richard De Jong said the

RCMP do not represent

Revenue Canada as tax

collectors. De Jong said

never give out information

to people you don’t know.

—Niall Shannon
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What: A Public Hearing about updating the Regional Context

Statement within the District of North Vancouver

Official Community Plan.

When: 6 pm, Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Where: Council Chambers, District of North Vancouver,

355 West Queens Road

What changes? The District is attending to some housekeeping

changes to the Regional Context Statement within the

Official Community Plan to reflect Metro Vancouver’s

current Regional Growth Strategy.

When can I speak? We welcome your input Tuesday, April 1, 2014 at

6 pm. You can speak in person by signing up at

the Hearing or you can provide a written submission

to the Municipal Clerk at input@dnv.org or by mail

before the conclusion of the Hearing.

Need more info? The report detailing the changes and update are

available for review at the Municipal Clerk’s Office or

online at www.dnv.org/public_hearing. Office hours

are Monday to Friday 8 am to 4:30 pm.

Who can I speak to? Ross Taylor, Community Planner, at 604-990-2320 or

taylorr@dnv.org.

PUBLIC HEARING
Update of Regional Context Statement

Within the Official Community Plan

Cedar Springs PARC

Great value on the North Shore

The kind of independent retirement living you’ve dreamed
of is well within your reach. At Cedar Springs PARC,
our 1-bedroom and dens start at just $3,600 a month.
2-bedrooms start at $3,995. That includes all your utilities,
nutritious chef-preparedmeals, personalized transportation,
wellness and social programs, plus a whole community
right outside your door.

Live at one of the most enviable locales on the North Shore.
Simply make your deposit by May 31st to secure your rate.

*Offer available on select suites when a deposit is provided before May 31, 2014. Move-in must occur by July 1, 2014.

1 BDR & DEN
FROM $3,600
PER MONTH

Book your free
personalized tour.

Call 604.986.3633

TIME LIMITED OFFER!

3633 Mt. Seymour Parkway, North Vancouver, BC

parcliving.ca/cedarsprings


