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Village a ‘gateway’
tomountainside
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perspective,” explained
David Hawkins, a district
senior planner who served as
a staff liaison to the group.

The group’s chief
suggestions for the Upper
Lands include not allowing
development above 1,200
feet or west of Eagle Creek,
and shifting density over to
the future CypressVillage,
thereby preventing a housing
sprawl.

Protecting municipal
property above the 1,200-
foot elevation point — the
most ecologically sensitive
area — should also be a
priority.That leaves the
potential for a future 3,000-
acre park in that area.

British Pacific Properties
owns most of the property
below 1,200 feet, but
also has some significant
holdings above that elevation
line. It’s being recommended
that the district purchase
private lands above 1,200
feet that abut their property.

Meanwhile, the concept

of a mixed-use mountainside
village with restaurants,
shops and a diverse housing
mix at the base of Cypress
is quite exciting to working
group co-chair Ashley
Willard Bauman, who has
worked on master plans for
communities around the
world.

“I think CypressVillage
has the opportunity to create
something we are not seeing
in the world right now — a
wonderful mixed-use urban
village that becomes like a
gateway to a mountainside
that is 20 minutes from a
downtown centre,” said
Bauman.

The idea would be to
connect relatively adjacent
Rodgers Creek with Cypress
Village through a trail
system.

“It’s only logical that
you connect them up,”
said Coun. Michael Lewis,
while weighing in on the
Upper Lands draft report.
“This idea of trading
density on the far west of
the community for more

density around the proposed
potential CypressVillage
area — that makes a lot of
sense.”

Planning for Cypress
Village could begin later
this year, said Hawkins, who
added that it’s up to council
to guide those decisions
based on the Upper Lands
report.

In terms of recreation,
a trails plan for the Upper
Lands — a haven for
mountain bikers and hikers
— is being recommended.
According to Hawkins, there
is ongoing dialogue between
the district and some of the
user groups.

The working group
will present its draft
recommendations to the
community at a series of
open houses starting April
11.There will also be an
online survey from March
20 to April 19. More
information is available at
westvancouver.ca/upperlands.

The Upper Lands final
report is expected to go
before council in June.
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Thedifferencebetweenexploiting
fearandkeepingussafe
The objective of terrorists is to
terrorize. Those in this country who
are deliberately stoking anxiety need to
understand they are aiding and abetting
the terrorists’ cause.

The Harper government’s efforts to
keep Canadians on amber alert to
rally political support in the lead-up
to an election will, I believe, backfire.
Canadians to date have shown a refusal
to give in to fear and characteristically
don’t like it much when someone is
trying to manipulate their emotions to
win an election.

There is a difference between exploiting
fear and keeping Canadians safe. In a
recent speech made in Vancouver, Justin
Trudeau underscored his belief that one
of the most important responsibilities of
government is to keep its citizens safe.

Shouting “fire” in the theatre
Bill C-51, Mr. Harper’s new anti-
terrorism bill, gives broad new powers
to police and intelligence agencies. Any
legislation that addresses these matters
requires a thoughtful and measured
balance between protecting Canadians’
safety and security and protecting
Canadians’ civil liberties. That’s difficult
to achieve when someone in the theatre
is constantly shouting “fire.”

Matters of national security must rise
above partisanship. Bill C-51’s objectives
are laudable. It contains a number of
measures that will help keep Canadians
safer – such as better use of no-fly lists
and more coordinated information
sharing by government departments and
agencies.

Significantamendmentsneeded
However, there are a number of troubling
aspects to this bill that cry out for
significant amendments including:

• Four former prime ministers have
publicly warned of a lack of strong
oversight provisions – to ensure we have
achieved that essential balance between
safety and the protection of rights and
freedoms;
• The lack of provision for mandatory
reviews of this law – to ensure that the
bill is effective and without unintended
consequences.
• The very broad definition of “threats
to security” – which has created fear that
environmental or aboriginal activists
could be within the bill’s sights.

Partof electionplatform
Recognizing that vigilance requires
Canadians not to underestimate the
potential threat posed by terrorists, we
will be supporting the passage of this
bill even if the Government rejects our
proposed changes. If they are rejected,
we will put these crucial amendments to
the Canadian people six months from
now as part our election platform. And,
if elected, we will waste no time making
these changes to Bill C-51.

In addition, our response to terrorism
would include a robust plan for preventing
radicalization before it takes root.

Canada needs to move ahead sensibly
and rationally to combat terror. Justin
Trudeau summed up our approach
with these words: “The Liberal Party
of Canada is committed to keeping
Canadians safe, while protecting the
values that make us Canadian.”

Parcel Tax Roll Review
The Parcel Tax Roll Review Panel, appointed to consider and deal with complaints against the
Parcel Tax Assessment Roll, will meet on Tuesday, March 24, 2015, at 4:30 pm in the Council
Chamber of the Municipal Hall, 355 West Queens Road, North Vancouver, BC.

Written notice of the complaint must be given to the municipality AT LEAST 48 HOURS
BEFORE the 4:30 pm sitting of the Parcel Tax Roll Review Panel. For further information,
please contact the Finance Department at propertytax@dnv.org or 604-990-2488.

James A. Gordon
Municipal Clerk

dnv.org
@NVanDistrictfacebook.com/NVanDistrict

West Vancouver Business Showcase
West Vancouver Chamber of Commerce presents

West Vancouver Business Showcase

Presenting Sponsor Media
Sponsor

West Vancouver Chamber of Commerce
2235 Marine Dr., West Vancouver, V7V 1K5

604-926-6614

Capilano U West Van Campus - 2225 Marine Drive,
West Vancouver

info@westvanchamber.com • www.westvanchamber.com
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Tables: $75 Cham
ber members

$100 Non
-members +GST

Food Demo
Sponsor

Owner
Highlight

Owner
Highlight

Owner
Highlight


