
Vancouver Sun ePaper- Mayor calls for major changes to TransLink gov... http://epaper.vancouversun.com/epaper/services/PrintArticle.ashx?issue...

1 of 1 22/03/2015 4:57 PM

FROM PAGEAl 

Mayor seeks TransLink change 
Tran�Link'� governance h,,� 

been a key l>lank in the No side's 
camp"ign, which h"s urged 
IIlelru V,,,,cunver residents to 
reject " prupused o,5-per-cent 
sales tax, dubbed the "conges­
tion improvement ta�" for tr,lIlS­
portat ion e,�pansion, because 
uf misman"gement 'HId over­
spending b y the tranSpol1ation 
authority, TransLink's decision 
to remo\'e its CEO Ian Jal'\1s to 
restore public confidcnce, but 
keep him on the payroll until 
2016, also s�ms to have solidi­
fied the No campaign. 

Recent polls by Insights West, 
for instAnce, found 82 per cent 
of No \'oters lack confidence in 
TransLink doing a gOO<! job to 
ensure the propose<l proj�ts go 
ahead, And even Yes "oters are 
wavering: While most hcJie\'e the 
plebiscite is the best way to deal 
wilh the region's transit proD­
lems, Ihe l>olI found 70 per eenl 
of Yes \'ot('TS w('re not satisfied 
with Transl.ink·s l",rfonnalH.''', 

Drivers, residents over 55, pe0-
ple who do,,'t L't"nnmle dnring 
Ih" we..k, and r""id"nts s"ulh of 
Ihe Fraser River 'Ire '''''''''8 Ihe 
stmngL'St No SUPJK)r\"rs. 

Rohcrtson insisls Ilmt while the 
plebiscite is "nol ahoul T .. ",s­
Link: such views are hurting 
Ihe Yes camp.'li8n, which s""h 
to use th" s.'lles ta.'\: tu generate 
$250 million annn'llIy 10 h"lp 
fund "  rdfl of prujects, includ­
ing more buses. a subway for 
V"nL'()uver. light "lil for Surrey 
and improved SeaHlls, Sky'J'rain 
"nd West Coast E.�press scl'\'il't.'S 
over to years, About $36 million 
is also earmarked for l'()Ild nl:lin­
tenanre and upgrades, 

The mayors' council has not 
directly approached the premier 
:lbout the request to restlUcture 
TransLink during the plebiscite 
camp�ign, Robertson added, 
but note<! it repeate<!ly asked for 
changes many times, 

In 2013, the m�yOf$' council 
hired former regional planner 
Ken Cameron to research cit­
ies - such as Ikishane. Vienna. 
London and Stockholm - with 
more -accountahle and trans­
parent- tr;lIl�il sySlem� to find 
a new governanec model for 

ARlEN �ED1'OPI.NG fIlES 

Port (oquitl3m M3yor Greg Moore disagrees with V3ncouver M3yor 
Gregor Robertson over the urgency lor TransLlnk governance changes, 

TransLink. 

The B C g o \' " r n m e n t 
responded to the requeSI hlst 
ye'lr hy c hanging legislation 10 
gi\'e the regiunal m"yurs more 
control ",'"r T""n,�Link's plans 
and priorities but nut its budget 
and ope"ltions. 

Neither Chlrk nor Tr"n�Jl'Urta­
lion Minister Todd Slone were 
,w"ilable for comment Thurs­
day, but the ministry said in an 
em"ikod st"tement that �the pro­
\'incial gO\'ernment has no plans 
to change the current stmcture" 
and cited the changes alread y 
made as part of the 2013 nwiew, 

Port Coquitlam Mayor Greg 
Moore, spokesman for the may­
ors' council, said he is not sure 
such a request "would help the 
campaiRll right nO\ ... : 

"My focus is on the benefits of 
the plan and to focus on conges­
tion: Moore said following the 
editorial board meeting, "All of 
the other discussions are dis­
tracting from the needs in front 
of us," 

,Jordlln Balclluill. sl'nkesnmn 
for the Canadian Taxpayers 

FedeT<,tiun, 'lgrccd a IlIsl-min­
ult) go\'ernance shift would nol 
"illlllll'tJi'ltciy reslore Ilublic con­
fidenl"'- in TrallsLink. 

"Trans Link needs to rebuild 
its social licence with Ihe puh­
lie: Bateman s"id in "n em"il 
to Th" V,u,enuv"r Sun, "Our 
elected le"ders h"ve promised 
so many things with TransLink 
o\'er the ye"rs 'Ind. given their 
record, they need to prove the y 
h""e ch"nglod the organizatiun,,1 
culture there, '111at takes time to 
pro\'e out: 

Bateman added, while he isn't 
opposed to beller transit, he 
bcli",'es the mayor'S' plan can be 
Mfected by earmHking a small 
portion of future regio nal reve­
nu e g.-.:m1h. 

Ballots (or the plebiscite should 
start arriving in 1.5 million �letro 
Vancou\'er mailboxes on Mon­
day, Residents have until May 
29 to m:lii in their \'ote, 

Those who aren't registcred 
e"l1 dn so hy eonilleting Elec­
tions BC, 

Owner
Highlight


