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Manoverboard from ferry
prompts rescue response
JANESEYD
jseyd@nsnews.com

Rescue crews from B.C.
Ferries, the Coast Guard
andVancouver Police
marine unit spent a frantic
hour combing the waters
off Cowan Point on Bowen
Island Monday afternoon
after a man jumped
overboard from the Queen
of Oak Bay ferry.

The ferry had left
Horseshoe Bay heading
to Nanaimo, and had
been underway for about
15 minutes when several
passengers saw a man jump
from one of the vehicle decks
as the ship passed the south
end of Bowen Island.

The crew immediately
stopped the ferry and called

in the emergency to the
Joint Rescue Co-ordination
Centre.

The crew from the Queen
of Oak Bay launched a

rescue boat from the ferry,
while another rescue boat
was also launched from the
nearby Queen of Cowichan.

The Coast Guard’s

hovercraft and fast response
boat from Sea Island and
both North andWest
Vancouver auxiliary Coast
Guard units also raced to the
scene, along with tugboats
and other boats in the area.

Cindy Burggraeve was
a passenger on the Queen
of Cowichan when the
drama unfolded. “I saw
everybody running towards
the lifeboat,” she said.
Burggraeve said everyone on
board was told to watch the
water for signs of the man.

Crew members in a
rescue boat from the Queen
of Oak Bay were the first
to spot the man, sometime
around 5 p.m. and pull him
out of the water. He was

See Man page 11
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INJURED
IN AN
ACCIDENT?
Why not have
35 years of
experience
on your side?

TIM MALEDY
Personal Injury Law

The Upper Lands Review
The District of West Vancouver has been considering the future of the
Upper Lands through a Council-appointed working group of citizen
volunteers. For the past two and a half years, the working group has
been assessing environmental data, reviewing existing bylaws and
policies, and engaging with stakeholders and the wider community.

The intent of this review is to help identify which lands should be preserved,
which lands could be developed, the kinds of development that would
make sense, and the types of public uses that should be maintained.

The working group has now prepared its draft recommendations for
protecting the environment, enhancing recreation, and planning future
neighbourhoods in this important area.

TheUpper Landsmatter to all of us. This is your community.
We want to hear from you so your views can be included.

O P E N HOU S E S
• Saturday, April 11 | 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
West Vancouver Community Centre Atrium, 2121 Marine Drive

• Tuesday, April 14 | 4–8 p.m.
Gleneagles Golf Club Great Hall, 6190 Marine Drive

• Thursday, April 16 | 4–8 p.m.
West Vancouver Community Centre Atrium, 2121 Marine Drive

Provide feedback online or learn more:
westvancouver.ca/upperlands

OPEN HOUSE
April 1, 2015

NORTH VANCOUVER
Jonathan Wilkinson

CONTACT INFO:
JonathanWilkinson.ca | email: Jonathan@JonathanWilkinson.ca

NorthVanatGroundZero ofRental Crunch
The City and District of North
Vancouver are a stark demonstration
of Canada’s critical shortage of rental
apartments. Evidence of the urgent need
for a national housing strategy is in our
own backyard – but there is no sign
of federal leadership from the Harper
government on this vital issue.

Consider this:

• In the City of North Vancouver, where
nearly one out of two residents is a
renter, the apartment vacancy rate is
just 0.3 percent - down a full percentage
in the last year, according to the latest
government data.

• It’s only marginally better in the
District at 0.7 percent and falling.

• The national vacancy rate in major
urban centers is 2.8%. It stands at 1.0%
across Metro Vancouver.

Rental stockaging
In North Vancouver, the situation
is compounded by the fact that the
primary supply of rental stock is aging
and at risk of redevelopment into more
condos.

North Vancouver’s rental housing
crunch is especially challenging for
vulnerable populations – not to mention
young families who are nowhere near
able to scrape together a down-payment
in our hyper-inflated housing market.

The reality is we have entered a period
when more and more people will need
to rent.

Yet, although Canada’s rental sector
plays a critical part in the mix required
for a healthy housing system, it has
been largely overlooked. We are now

experiencing the impact of decades of
low levels of investment in purpose-built
rental accommodation.

National strategyonhousing
urgentlyrequired
The need for a national housing strategy
has never been more critical. The Liberal
Party of Canada adopted a resolution
at its 2012 policy convention calling for
exactly that. Tax incentives to encourage
the development of market rental
housing are among the suite of actions
the federal government needs to consider
as part of a comprehensive strategy.

Justin Trudeau has discussed affordable
housing as a key priority at the forefront
of a national approach to infrastructure
renewal under a Liberal government.

Canada has a long history of innovating
to meet Canadians’ housing needs –
starting in the Depression, through
WWII and the return of veterans, to
post-war renewal and revitalization of
neighborhoods to a focus on targeted
housing programs through the 1970s,
80s and 90s.

We’ve done so because, as a nation,
we’ve realized that decent housing is a
fundamental building block of a healthy
and thriving society.

Let’s not accept what we see happening
with housing in North Vancouver as the
“new normal.” Let’s put the need for a
national housing strategy back to the
top of the political conversation in this
country – where it belongs.

Jonathan Wilkinson is North Vancouver’s
Liberal candidate in the upcoming federal
election expected in October.
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The longest serving employee at
the News, is celebrating his 37th

Anniversary with the paper this year.
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