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OPINION 

This back-door tax increase stings 
Provincial 
budget: As 
Translink's 
hypothetical levy 
generates rage, 
a stealthy hit 
on homeowners 
quietly pulis in 

more cash 

O
n PageSSof lhi<yc.,'SII.C. 
Hudgel and Fiscal Plan. 
th"..., it """'". largely IInno

Ii«><! and u" ..... "'ar.cd upon. 11"$ 
in Ihe hlood.from""·'lo""ehnl�"r 
oflhe 1><"1,1;,-",, I h" """ entitled Tax 
�[casur ... 

It ...-ads: 
"'111" thresh old for Ih" pha�'" 

0111 of the homeowner grant is 
maintained at $1,100.<>00 for 
the 2015'''>' year. For pro�r· 
Ii"" , ... Incd abo,'" Ihe th ...... hold. 
the grllnt i. reJu<ed by $5 for 
""cry $1.<><><> of " .. " .. ed ,".tn" 
in """eo< "f lhelh"",h<;l d.

Lately. [""I"'Y"'" m,,-e din.'CIc..J 
thciroutrnllc 8\ the 0.5 pe=nt
ugc poinl uici lax ri'" being 
p rof>(lud '" • funding ,'chiele 
for Melro',; tron.it plan_., Fuel· 
ling Ihal ""Irage hns hee" Ihe 
Canadian Taxpay"", Fcdcrdlion . 
• han'pln" "fthe X<> oid.,. 

Ru' foc thousands of �,,,tco 
homoo"·nccs. who ha,·c .een 
their hou$ing """I. and �,&C •• -
menU toom into the "cato_ 
'I)h","" in c"""nt ''''''''''. th" hom· 
"",,·ncr grant phase.oul oould 
"""I them c'·cn mo,"". 

Thi. ha� "",eived little medi .. 
attention - ccrloinly nolhin!! 
like Ihe co'·crag" the proposed 
sal"" lax has inspi .. :d. 

An aslute ceadec namod [la,·id 
- ,,·ho preferred I nol "se I,i. 
last name - poinled Ihi. onl 
"fter I"C"dding a oolumn I did on 
Ihe I',,,,,,, .. tagc (>f h(>mcs in the 
dh· ofV"nwu,·er now .sse •• ed 
al inore lhm, $. million. 

In Ihal ooh,mn. I ciled urbnn 
plannec Andy y,,,, uf !lingTh(>", 
Archil""ls. who found thai 66 
I"'r ""nt o f  home. in thedlY of 
Vanco",..,r proper ,,·cre assessed 
al O'·CT $, million in 20'4. up 
from 3-3 per""nt in �01O. 

The ,"""ult of lhi' rise? Many 
homeowners arc going 10 gel 
" lax hit Ihi. y"ac on�e Iheic 
Msessment goes o'·er $, .• mil_ 
lion. It ,,·iII cosllhem mo .... lhan 
"hike in Ihe ... Icsla,. 

II'wte I)a,·id in un ""'ail: 
-In 2014. the pro'·in"" ""I"ally 

reduced Ihe pha .... oul lhreshold 
from $1.295 ",illiun 10 $1.' mii_ 
lion "I a time ,,·h�n a�"'enl$ 

YO"'''''''' "'''''''' ,,,.,.,,.,. ,n" 
A 1�',,,1y unn"tind chingt In Ihl. yn,·, p,o.ind�1 bud,elwlll.et 'he homoowne, 8'inl ,educed 10' 
hom •• In u,bin II.C. � .. t>.ed �I 0 •• , $1.1 million. 

"·ere ,ising <Iulckl\". \l.cfore Ih.l. 
thcy alway. m.de 'u,e ,hat 
Ihe Ihreshold rose in step ,,·ilh 
u."s,menlo .0 Ihat the ,·&,t 
majority of hom"",,·ne ... contin_ 
ued to'lualify fo, the (granl)." 

I I",,·� ... ·er. wilh Ihi. )·ear"s Slar
tling rioc in Metro house pri""", 
• nd Ihe asses.ments Ihot. in 
time. ,,·iIl rel1ect. Ihal 'ise. many 
hom"""",,,'" ".;n."" Ihe $570 
ta.< gl""dnt eVill",rat. completel y. 
In B.C., Ihe grant is ,edured by 
$5 for e'·ery $,.O()() an 0''''''_ 
menl is above the $1.1 mil
lion cap. A horne as_cued .t 
51.2'4.000 or more, then. ,,·iII 
fail loqualify fo, an)· omoun\. 

-Gi,-en ali lhe fuss "oo",lhe 
t"'Mil l"" and an C$limale<l ,-,<»1 
per household in Ihe 5'25 to 
525<> range: David wrole, -,..hy 
is ,hi. pos$iblc 5570 ta.x incre8.$e 
to m"ny 1.0".", Mainland ho,ne_ 
",,·ner .. getting no p ...... or inler
""I from (","0 .ide eamr.aisner) 
Jordan R.'emnn? A, e,,<1 we 
kn<.>"· Ihe Iransi' tax goes 10 

Imnsit. b"'lhe exl,.." $570 goes 
inlo the c'·cn I" .. nccollnl"ble 
gencr"I,.., .... nlle po\.-

Good peinl. Whil" th" atten_ 
lion of Metro V.ncoll,·cr laxpay_ 
..... has bet."I1 fIXaled on " tiny';tiC 
ina .. I ... la, Ihallooal municipal 
gO'·"Tnmenl. " .. nt fo, real and 
needed ;mprovemenls in Irans;l . 
f",,· ha'-., noticed Ih� pro,·indal 
K",-ernmenl i. cxlractingl",,
Ihrough lhe "'ckdoor. "" il "·ere 
- .implrforgen.ral revenu". 

Tlti. is nol lhe cue for as many 
hom�"O"·ne,. H'·ing oUlside of 
Ihe �-r".er Vnllcy Or Ihe Capi_ 
laIK,,!!ion. In northern or rural 
B.C .. re.idenl. enjoy a la'Rer 
homeowne,. Kranl of up 1(> 
5770, nnd Iheir properli, .. mu.1 
be assessed at $'.2$4.000 - or 
540.0Q(} more Ih.n Metro re.i
dene ... - before Iheir granl is 
.... ..Juced to,<"ro. 

B"I in Melro? �'ore home_ 
""·ne,,, ",e f""HIlR Ihe sqll .... �e. 
According 10 Van. Ihe a"""ss
menls of .on,,, 5.600 $ingle_ 

fa mily detached hon,,,s jll,1 in 
Ihe ci\)· ofVnnro",·er rose nbO\.., 
Ihe $,., million Kranl cal' in Ihe 
last year. Th"!". a '7 pec cent 
rise. ThaI number ,,·ould he 
undoubtedly much grcaler if one 
indud, ... condos.lownhomcs and 
"IJart,"ell!.f, and hom.,. in olhe< 
municill .• lilie. like We.1 Van_ 
cou'·er. Ilumaby. ","olilt Va'\coII_ 
"'r. Sur...,.. or Richmond - nil of 
which ha'·e hom"" ass""..,d at 
,,·ell over $,., million. 

The pro,·inci.1 Minisl,y 01 
t"innnee nrgu"" Ihe !rant sln,<>
ture<till pI"O\·id"" re ieflo Ih.,." 
who noed it most. and fair 
enough. Ihough Ihe nalu .... 01 
Ihe real eslate markel he,.., has 
m�"n' thal lhe number of th.,." 
gelting relief has fnllen "·hil,, Ihe 
cost of housing has risen. 

r..'pc<:t Ihi$ \\"hi"".w '0 OOn_ 
linue. 1 1·$ • tax co ,ning 10 R 
neighbourhood near you. if il 
h"s,,·' al"",dr. 
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