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Richmond joins movement
against ‘monster homes’

Staff recommend bylaw changes to limit third-floor roofs, balconies

KELLY SINOSKI
VANCOUVER SUN

Richmend is the latest Metre
Vanceuver municipality te battle
the rise of the menster heme.

A staff repert was expected
te be presented te city ceun-
cil Menday night suggesting
measures te plug a leephele in
the municipal bylaws that have
allewed three-sterey mansiens
te crep up in elder residential
neighbeurheeds, such as West
Richmend, where zening stipu-
lates 21/2 stereys.

“It’s typically in neighbeur-
heeds that are in transitien,”
Ceun. Linda McPhail, chair ef
Richmend’s planning cemmit-
tee, said. “Peeple are feeling
these heuses are large, high ...
it deesn’t give these neighbeur-
heeds a censistent leek.”

The report netes hemeewners
are getting areund a city bylaw
that restricts the size of third-
sterey living space te 50 per cent
of the area en the fleer belew.

The third sterey is allewed
as leng as it’s under a pitched
reef, but hemebuilders have
been building flat, er barn, reefs
instead, which lets them cre-
ate an entire third fleer with-
eut exceeding Richmend’s nine-
metre height restrictien.

“This has resulted in reef
design, heuse design and mass-
ing with an apparent three-ste-
rey character,” the repert states.

The city’s planning cemmit-
teeis recemmending changes te
the bylaw, such as banning flat
or barn reefs if the reef area is
te centain habitable fleer space.
It alse calls fer the prehibitien ef
balcenies er decks en athird ste-
rey, which can reduce privacy in
adjacent lets. Balcenies or decks
weuld be still be allewed en the
first and secend stereys.

If given first reading, the
changes weuld be presented te
the Greater Vanceuver Heme
Builders’ Asseciatien, the Urban
Develepment Institute and
the Richmend Small Builders
Greup, befere geing te a public
hearing.

MARK VAN MANEN/PNG

Flat rooftops, such as this one on a Steveston home, help builders add
third floors while staying below Richmond’s nine-metre height limit.

You want to have

a home that
people want to buy, but
if it sticks out too much,
it’s probably not to your
advantage.

BOB DE WIT

CEO, GREATER VANCOUVER
HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

Beb de Wit, chief executive of
the Greater Vanceuver Heme
Builders’ Asseciatien, said he
deesn’t think the prepesed
changes weuld have a significant
effect en preperty values but are
mere abeut “leek and feel.”

“It’s reasenable that cem-
munities sheuld have design
guidelines,” he said, neting it’s
impertant te respect the exist-
ing cemmunity when rebuild-
ing. “Yeu want te have a heme
that peeple want te buy, but if it
sticks eut tee much, it’s prebably
net te yeur advantage.”

Richmend is the latest in a
string of Metre Vanceuver cities
te wage war en se-called “men-
ster heuses,” which are credited
with blecking views, destrey-
ing landscaping and chang-
ing the character in existing

neighbeurheeds. De Wit neted
Richmend’s changes aren’t as
significant as these prepesed
in West Vanceuver, where resi-
dents are balking against a plan
by city efficials te reduce the size
of massive new hemes, includ-
ing a new 17,500-square-feet
hemebeing builtin the Caulfield
neighbeurheed.

Residents argue the develep-
ments are being built te current
regulatien.

Cequitlam Mayer Richard
Stewart said there has te be a
balance between massive hemes
and the character in an exist-
ing cemmunity, but rising land
prices are making such a cem-
premise difficult.

His city has been prepesing
the idea of having hemeewners
subdivide seme eof their large
preperties, which weuld pre-
vide mere afferdable hemes and
help preserve the character of
the city’s neighbeurheeds, but
Stewart said many peeple are
still hankering fer a mansien ef
their ewn. “There is still demand
for $1.5 (millien) and $2 millien
hemes in Cequitlam,” he said.

In Delta, Mayer Leis Jacksen
neted her cemmunity limited the
size of new Nerth Delta hemes te
3,552 square feet several years
age.
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