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OPINION 

Tax debate all smoke and mirrors 
Irrational: While 
the furor over a 
transit tax grows 
more heated. 
there's no hue 
and cry about 
the homeowners 
grant that costs 
the public purse 
$814 million 

W
rite.coIlImn in f.,"OI"o( 
the transit plclli$tite­
be my suest. pi,..."", and 

pn:oP.1r(; yourself for l,�artb"m, 
YOll will be inulld.,e<I wilh 

angry email. from rcad�", h'ho 
write NO in ""p'. whi�h will be 
(0110"'00 by mult ipl .. �J:dama· 
tion morks. which will be f ol­
lowed by their insistence IhM 
they cannot .bid .. ""olher rise 
in lan",oc'Cllu..,thei, la� burtlen 
is $(I QIlel'()lls DOW Ih.t lhey "",,', 
afford to pu, food Oil lhe ,.b1e 
and h.,"e ""en had to ul lheir 
child,..,,, 10 pre'"ent thems .. I,-"" 
from g"in� hUl1gr),. th"u&h pos­
,ibly I m.de th3t last bil up. 

Their rurr is so great and 
00 illdi,crimi".le il SeemS 10 
.. ncompo ... moreth."jusllaxes 

_ modern li fe. perh.p •. All 
ther know i� Ih.1 Ihey\'e had il 
up 10 here. Or as Ihey wrile il . 
IIERE'!" 

Hut "'hy focus all Ihis rage on 
a me""ly o,5-per-<ent raise in 
the .ale. ta� � )'e,. I said mea­
sly-10 fund mucl.·n......Jed lron­
sit when other fi","1 ;"'.u"s. like 
Ihe root ruhousing. are so much 
mo"" pre"sinll,J 

A"yw"y. i n "  L ... I"mn T"e«lu)". 
1"",,$ tl")1I1& 10 m.ke Ihat point 

_ dun .. ily, u il h,rned oul_ 
wheu I d",,,, allenlion 10 Ihefact 
Ihal the I"""incial gO\'en,men l 
had <[uiet ly maintained the low_ 
ered cap on Ihe homeowners 
11"",1 while Ihe"""t of hOlL�ing in 
ML�ro V.n cou,""r had sk)'rock­
<>I<-d. Thou""nd. of Melro hom­
"" .... ner:< would see the amoun l 
of their gmnls f311 or dis3ppear 
enlirely. 

Yet Ih;". nn,1 otherg,n-emmenl 
r""�nue ch.ng"lllike Ihe rise in 
medic al insurance pa)'mc n ls 
and Ihe loweri ng of Ihe basic 
pc"",nai income I .. , ",","mpllon. 
ha"e generaled nowhere near 
Ihe heallhe proposed tronsit I"" 
ha._ 

·j"i. 10 111e "-'CmL�1 irmlional. 
Unfortun.lely. many ",.den> 

took il .. fodder for tbe No sidc 
ill thc lran,it de"',le. sin ce Ih"Jo' 
",w it a. c,ide!!"" of their grow­
inll t.� burden. and manyoth"", 

.aw il as support for noi.ing the 
c�p lo th" homeowners gr�nl. 

It was neither_ 
Forone thing. l lh ink th" hom_ 

eown",.. granl should be obol­
i.hc.J. It nenefits only Ih%<' ,,-ho 
ha"e the means to own hOln"s. 
while il plaoe .. an u" fair l .. � bur­
den onlh",,,who don'!. 

AI",. Ihe "",<I of Ihose grants 
will cost the provincial gm-ern_ 
ment - that l�.)'ou. the ta'pa)'er 
- a project ed $$'4 mi llion in 
2014-2°'5. 

So why no hOle and Cly� 
"The hontc..,wne,"" �rnnl.- ""id 

Prof. Rhys K",,,,lman of Si mon 
Fraser Un i"crsit)"'s school of 
public policy, 'cals up gm·ern· 
menl reyenue and doeso'l 'cr.-e 
any w ell-targeted purpose. It 
doe. not includc rent en;, who 
arc a majority of re,ident. in 
(Mc1ro V�n""u"er). and it i, nul 
related to ".,.,.1 or income ill any 

way_"-_ I don't see . lot of rati<>· 
nale for il.-

Yct Ke,"clm.n docs""" merit 
in th" tra,,,it pl.n. and H�ed y"" 
in Ihe plehi ... il". Meanwhile. he 
1�,inl'.J out. the pro,"inci.1 sm'­
en"nenl has 'Iuietly bet,n raising 
Ihe t .. , burden with littlc nolice 
from Ihe public. 

-The pro"inci31 governmenl 
has not "',,"e out 'Url�,rti n!\ Ihe 
transit In incre"se. p"" umabl)' 
b«ause tbe}"'re afraid Ihe dirt 
will stick 10 Ihem. they' ll lose 
"olc. next lime .n,l lhe (plebi­
.cile) m ight lose us well. Yet 
th"}' themseh""" are ",;'inIl,MSI' 
(Medical Service I'I.n) prem i­
unts. and they"re raising prop­
erty I"", cffedi,-ely IhTOugh the 
homeowners �r.n\ thruhold. 
Sowhereis tbe.mokeand where 
Ore Ihe mirrors?" 

Whioh is to .ay. Ihere .re I •. ,c. 
and then there are t .. ,,,,," 

In the case of the Ir"nsit lax, 
which will aclually go toward a 
nee,k�l puhlicg'K>tI. il will e '

I
'· 

cially benefit I,,"'cr- and ,nid, Ie­
inrome people whn use puhlic 
tr.I11sit. not to n'cntion daily car 
L,,,,",,uler'. who win """ part of 
Ihose t"",.it 1""c" l\oing lo,,--.rd 
" .. d "nd bridge upgrad",,_ 

lIullhe homeowners grant? 
That buge n."Venu" drain ben_ 

dil.lho,;ewho hnw. or had. the 
m�an"o.ffor(la home.II(I(''''�S 
no uwful purpo<e. flut think of 
what SfI'4 mi ll ion could ,10 for 
public lransit. 

lIow man)" of you No ,"otetS 
oul the", "u;etl), and e'�ry year 
,,"ailed ym,rself of tb"t homc� 
",,,,,e .. granl' 

Complain.::<l aboul Ihe waste­
ful usc of your ta� doll.TS then, 
did you? 
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