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OPINION

The alternative to a sales tax hike

Gridlock: Notes
while parked

on a California
freeway where
public spending
on roads has
turned out to be
a bad investment
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It is mid-morning on a sunny
and my wife and 1
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15 been much worse
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ey, we're not actu-
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ofmur\w inefficient. The ave
age cost per commuter of wasted
gasoline and lost time in the
Greater Los Angeles area works
out to $1,300 US a yvear — and
that in a place where gasoline is
much cheaper than in B.C. and
the dollar buys a lot mo

Metro Vancouver col
y strangers to traffic
t they aren’t in as bad
5 those in Los Angeles
— at least not vet. But with fre-
s, more dif-
tcult geography when it comes
to providing alternative routes,
and a population expected to
grow by at least 30,000 a year
for the foreseeable future, we
could well be on our way down
this road,

As | sat drumming ingers
on the steering wheel during
frequent involuntary stops on
the freeway, | wondered what
the public reaction would be
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Despite a vast network of highways in the Greater Los Angeles area, motorists are frequently stuck in traffic
jams that cost the average commuter $1,300 US year in wasted time and gasoline.
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to preside over not a handful of

ions but
and
dozens of grind-to-a-halt inei-
dents \\lr\' How
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lifornia decision-mak-
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ravel at the hpﬂd:
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N snlll.qun- Kelly Sinoski
reported Monday on a C.D.
Howe forecast of $500 million to

$1.2 billion a year in higher costs
if — as polls suggest — voters in
speoming TransLink plebi-
lan on the
region's

lubll to improve t
transportation network,
These costs include t
ous ones — things
%163 million a year in
ings if future congestion ean be
reduced by a third. The author,
caleulates
rings of $140
cear if congestion is
redueed. And he reckons the hid-
den savings are even greater —
$603 million a year iffwhen
skilled workers have better
access to better jobs,
“Reducing the hidden costs
alone would enable broader
omies, and
b apportunities, that could
incomes by up to $950 per

worker per yvear,” he writes,
In er words, the conse-
quences won't

nurses who aren nurmng
and construction workers who

aren’t constructing while they
are stuck in t 1t will also
be moms who pt a bad job

because they unn't afford the
time it takes to commute to a
good one, students who can’t
manage both a long and costly
commute and part-time work,
and workers of all ages who will
have to choose between pro-
motion and fewer hours on the
road.

These are the thoughts that
will be running through my
when my plebiscite ball
in the mail.
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