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I think that really helped to
have the older sibling who
had the same desire. It was
her brother who actually
probably pushed her more
than anyone else.”

Others soon noticed.
Caitlin was twice selected to
the Western Canadian all-star
team for the Danone Nations
Cup, an elite competition for
children age 10-12. According
to Wayne, Caitlin is the first
Canadian girl to earn two
invites to the tournament and

also the first girl to score in
the co-ed national champion-
ship game.

At the start of her Grade
8 year Caitlin joined the
Whitecaps girls elite program
and her game has blossomed
under the tutelage of head
coach Emma Humphries.

“The Whitecaps elite
program has probably been
the turning point for her,”
said Wayne. “The creativity
is what she’s learned. We’ve
always stressed her techni-
cal skills, but she’s become
a player that’s very creative.

She’s more of a playmaker
who has got a real competi-
tive edge. She’s learned to
play with toughness and grit,
especially having to play two
years younger for all those
years. I think she’s become a
more balanced player from
before. … Emma has had
a huge impact in her life in
terms of believing in her and
just giving her that confi-
dence that she could make a
national team.”

That confidence helped
Caitlin make her national
team dreams a reality. She
was sitting in class a couple
of months ago when an email
popped up on her phone
telling her that she’d been
selected to play with Team
Canada at the CONCACAF
championships.

“I had to keep it on the
down low because I didn’t
want to get in trouble for
going on my phone,” she
said. “I was so excited. I was
over the moon.”

Playing a holding mid-
field position, Shaw started
Canada’s first game of the
tournament, completing 24 of
her 28 passes in her 59 min-
utes on the field, according to
CONCACAF’s stats.

“I feel like everyone sort of
underestimated (Guatemala)”
she said. “They’re a great
team, they were good at mov-
ing the ball. I think our team
just stuck to the game plan
and came out with the win,
which was pretty great.”

Shaw then was back on
the pitch for the first half
of the semifinal against the
United States. Canada kept
it close throughout the half,
only falling behind 2-0 on a
goal in injury time. Two more

injury-time goals at the end
of the second half made the
score a lopsided 5-0.

“They’re a very physically
strong team,” said Caitlin.
“It’s always a great experi-
ence to have a challenge.”

Wayne applauded Canada
Soccer and U-17 head coach
Beverly Priestman for throw-
ing younger players like
Caitlin into the fray.

“She’s not afraid to try
these young girls out,” he
said. “I think they would
never do this years ago but
now they’re looking at sort of
the big picture of the national
team and promoting these
younger girls. I guess they
base it on, if they’re good
enough, they’re ready.”

The Canadians erased
their semifinal disappoint-
ment two days later by
booking their World Cup spot
with a win over Haiti.

“Everyone was just smiles,
jumping on each other and
filled with excitement,” said
Caitlin. “It’s something we’ve
been working for our whole
entire lives. It was great to
have it finally pay off.”

Caitlin will now set her
sights on making the World
Cup team. There will be
another selection camp
before the tournament but
she’s hoping her experience
in Grenada will give her an
inside track.

“(Making the World Cup
team) is the big goal here,
the big picture. I just have
to work harder to make it
for sure,” she said, adding
that if she does make it to
Jordan she and the rest of the
Canadian players will have
only one goal in mind.

“Go for gold,” she said.

West Van’s Georgia Simmerling, in the yellow shoes, helps
push Canada to silver in team pursuit at the Track Cycling
World Championships. PHOTO ROB JONES/CANADIAN CYCLIST
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Georgia Simmerling from West Vancouver helped her
team roll into second place in team pursuit competi-
tion at the 2016 Track Cycling World Championships
held March 2-6 at the Lee Valley VeloPark velodrome
in London, England.

In the championship final Simmerling and the team com-
peted against the United States, who set the bar high with
the fastest time of the competition in their qualifying race.
Canada started losing speed after the first 1,000 metres and
finished 2.723 seconds behind the American racers.

The Canadian team, one of the pre-race favourites, strug-
gled to maintain their lead on New Zealand in the qualifying
race and came out in front by three-thousandths of a second
to secure a spot in the final.

With their sights set on the Rio Olympic Games this
August, the team said they’ll take the silver medal as a
motivating push to hone their capabilities and come back
stronger in the summer.

Shawshines vs. older players

Simmerling scores
track cycling silver
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Call 604-257-0100
or 1-800-818-7779
TO ARRANGE YOUR
COMPLIMENTARY IN-HOME
CONSULTATION.
Offers apply February 22-April 2, 2016

SAVE ON BLINDS
AND DRAPERIES
50%OFF
HUNTER
DOUGLAS
BLINDS

Parkland wood blinds and
Images roller shades.

$250.00
REBATE
on Silhouette
window shades
On an order of 4 or more

with the Ultraglide
child-safe system.

NOGST
on custom-
made drapes
Place any new order for

over $1500.00 before taxes
and receive a discount equal
to the GST. Includes our
Maxwell collection fabrics.

PUBLIC
INFORMATION

MEETING
A redevelopment is being proposed for 854, 858 and a vacant neighbouring lot on
Orwell Street and 855 Premier Street to construct a residential townhouse project.
You are invited to a meeting to discuss the project.

Date: Tuesday March 29, 2016
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Location of the Meeting: Holiday Inn

700 Old Lillooet Road, North Vancouver

The applicant proposes to rezone the site from single-family zoning to a
comprehensive development zone to permit a 23-unit ground oriented townhouse
development. The proposal includes 7 buildings (1-5 unit, 4-3 unit, 1-4 unit and
1-2 unit building). Units range in size from 1250 sq.ft. to 1800 sq.ft. 20 units will
have double garages and 3 units will have a double garage that is stacked parking.

The meeting is being held by Brody Development (Continuum) Ltd. and Integra
Architecture Inc., in compliance with District of North Vancouver Council Policy.
The applicant will present details of the proposal and discuss any concerns residents
may have.

Information packages are being distributed to residents within a 75 metre radius of
the site. If you would like to receive a copy or if you would like more information,
please contact:

Brianne Brody of Brody Development (Continuum) Ltd. at 604-980-2954;
Tamsin Guppy of the Community Planning Department at 604-990-2388; or
Duane Siegrist of Integra Architecture Inc. at 604-688-4220

or bring your questions or comments to the
meeting.

*This is not a Public Hearing. Council will

receive a report from staff on issues raised

at the meeting and will formally consider

the proposal at a later date.
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