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Tall buildings dominating the skyline in Vancouver include the Shangri-la on West Georgia Street. The hotel and residence is the city’s tallest building at 201 metres and 62 storeys.

Vancouver rises to new heights

The city is listed ninth in the world with its total of 663 highrises for population of 616,537

EVAN DUGGAN

PECIAL TO THE 5L

Vancouver in recent years
has risen to the top tier of the
world's cities with the largest
number of skyscrapers.

According to skysera
page.com, Vancouver is
ninth in the world with a total
of 663 highrises. That number
becomes more intriguing, how-
or, when you col

Toronto

(No. 2 with 2,005 high and

a population of 2.61 million).
ighrise has at least 12 sto-

metres in height.

an outlier on the

the only one in the top 10 with
1.6 million residents,
(Shanghai, Tokyo, Chicago, Ky
Hong Kong, Mexico Ci
Montreal rounded out the list).

Dominating Vancouver’s sky
line is the Shangri-La on West
Georgia Street, The hotel and
private residence stands 201
metres with 62 floors, mak-
ing it the tallest building in the
city. The Private Residences
at Hotel Georgia, completed
in 2012, is the second tall-
est building in the city at 157
metres and 49 floors, while the
Ome Wall Centre, completed in
2001, rounds out the top three
at 150 metres and 48 floors

Working in Vancouv
est building carries with it
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The Shangri-La, centre, and the Private Residences in the Hotel Georgia, far right, rise above the
rest of highrises that make up the Vancouver skyline.

Mathieu
Hotel's dire
exercising those rights i
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essential,” Rapp
we try to provide is way more
important
vice,” he

s him most proud.
zri-La Hotel, which
comprises 119 rooms from the
ground level to the 15th floor,
opened in January 2009, The
building features the Xi-Shi
Lounge, as well as Market by
Jean-Geol and other ameni-
ti fitness centre
and an outdoor pool.

The residential component

climbs from the 16th floor to
the 62nd and includes 234 Live
Work units, as well as larger, far
more expensive Estate Units on
the top levels.

Vancouver's second-tallest
the Private Re
the Hotel Georgia,
just one hotel and the
g lot, said Bruce Lang-
eris, president of Delta Land
Development, which redevel-
oped the building.

“It's now home to the five-
star Rosewood Hotel Georgia,
the offices for — primarily —
the college of physicians and
surgeons and us
residences,” he said.

The building also has an

the tower, outfitted witl
pool and gym. There is
on the fourth floor, which,

lounge

according to Langer

.angeris, who was born and
raised in Vancouver, said from
his office at the base of the build-
ing he can see people admiring
the tower from the street.

“To have a hand at ereating an
iconic build it will be here
long after I'm gone, I mean, for
me that's extreme pride, for the
whole team " he said.

The building also has a design
feature that few people know
about, he said. “The flare on the
south comer of the build-
ing points toward West Georgia
and Granville, and most people
don’t know this, but that flare is
a homage to the old city centre,”

Charles Gauthier, president
and CEO of the Downtown
Business Improvement Associ
ation, said the downtown core’s

Top 10 cities by number of highrises

City Highrises Population
1. New York City 5,894 8.2 million
2.Toronto 2,005 2.6 million
3. Shanghai 1,202 13.5 million
4. Tokyo 1,185 8.6 million
5.Chicago 1,150 2.8 million
6. Kyiv 1,002 2.7 million
7.Hong Kong a70 7 million
8. Mexico 762 8.7 million
9. Vancouver 663 0.6 million
10. Montreal 619 1.6 million

tall buildings and high density
something his organization
has Sllil'r])ol'lt.‘d over the years.

The denser the downtown is,
the more jobs will be created
in the area, he said. “There is a
good trickle-down effect.”

He said that while there are
a few more sk pers com-
ing online, including the Trump
Tower at 1133 West Georgia and
Vancouver House in Downtown
South, people shouldn't expect to
see many buildings, if any, climb

higher than the Shangri-La.
“There won't be that many
(higher buildings) and the only
thing that might change that is
if ity decides to reopen the
ue of having higher
gs in the downtown,”

policy of managing building
heights and protecting view
corridors.”
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