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LONDON —To
commemorate the 100th
anniversary of the First
WorldWar (1914-1918),
Britain and Europe will
be awash in special events
from 2014 through 2018.

In total, 1,000
organizations in 28 countries
will be involved.Among
the lead organizations is
London’s ImperialWar
Museum (IWM), housed in
the former Bethlem Royal
Hospital for the treatment
of mental illness. Bethlem
gave the world the concept
of “bedlam,” which makes it
a perversely suitable location
for a war museum.

To prep for the
centennial, the IWM closed
its Lambert Road location
for a 13-month, £40-million
renovation.When it reopened
in July 2014 it had nearly
doubled the space devoted
to the FirstWorldWar — an
additional 465 square metres.

Other than the palladium
exterior, protected by 38-
centimetre guns, the renewed
facility is barely recognizable
to anyone who has previously
visited the IWM.There is, for
example, the new, soaring,
four-storey atrium in which is
hung real weaponry — from
aV-1 flying bomb to a
Spitfire and a Harrier jet.

To the disappointment
of many returnees the
popular 1940s house is
gone, making space for a
replica front-line trench,
MarkV tank and biplane
in the new FirstWorldWar
galleries.WWI was the
first modern, mechanized
war, and so lethal that the
ImperialWar Museum was
opened in 1920 to remind
people of the scale and
tragedy of war.This was the
war that introduced poison
gas, aerial bombardment
and submarine attacks.
Lessons not learned, the
museum galleries cover all
the subsequent conflicts
Britain has been involved in,
including the Middle East,
Iraq and Afghanistan.

The new FirstWorldWar
galleries are impressive for
their grittiness. Sensibilities
be damned, there is no
romance or heroism in
these exhibits. Employing
a clever marriage of real
artifacts and technology,
visitors witness the vulgarity
of the battlefront and the
indignity to combatants and

civilian populations. One
static display is a life-size
cluster of cutout soldiers is
brought to life by projections
of uniformed soldiers racing
across no-man’s land.

Away from the frontline,
it’s striking how war
impacted the homeland.
Defence of the Realm Acts
governed everything from
interfering with carrier
pigeons that may be in the
service of the Admiralty or
speaking in public about
troop or naval movements
to engaging in prohibited
activities like sketching,
photography and setting off
fireworks.

Other galleries deal with
the SecondWorldWar, the
Holocaust, the ColdWar
and the on-going troubles in
the Middle East.Among the
more unusual exhibits are a
bronze eagle from Hitler’s

Reich Chancellery and
Lawrence of Arabia’s agal
(the head rope worn as part
of traditional Arabic dress).

The museum may have
the word “imperial” in its
name, but where its new
galleries fall down is in
their dismissive treatment
of the empire that made
England imperial. For
both world wars, visitors
learn about “Britain and
her Empire,” but with little
detail about member nations
or the parts they played.
Commonwealth citizens
might feel shortchanged by
the lack of recognition of
their nations’ contributions
to the successful outcomes of
both world wars.
If you go:

For more information on
the ImperialWar Museum
visit its website at www.iwm.
org.uk.

— More stories at
culturelocker.com
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Imperial War Museum
Take notice that Greater Vancouver
Regional District (GVRD) of 4330
Kingsway, Burnaby, BC V5H 4G8 has
applied to the Ministry of Forests,
Lands and Natural Resource Operations
(MFLNRO), Surrey for a Lease for
Institutional Regional Park purposes of
Provincial Crown land, District Lot 1609,
to be added to the existing Crown
Land tenure held by GVRD which is
located within Lynn Headwaters
Regional Park in North Vancouver, BC.

The Land File Number for
this application is 2411598.
Comments on this application
may be submitted in two ways:

01/ Online via the Applications and
Reasons for Decision Database
website at: www.arfd.gov.bc.ca/
ApplicationPosting/index.jsp.

02/ By mail to the Senior Land Officer at
200 – 10428 153rd Street, Surrey, BC
V3R 1E1. Comments will be received
by the Ministry of Forests Lands and
Natural Resource Operations until
September 17, 2015. Comments
received after this date may not
be considered.

LAND ACT: NOTICE OF INTENTION TO APPLY
FOR A DISPOSITION OF CROWN LAND
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Be advised that any response to this advertisement
will be considered part of the public record. For
information, contact Information Access Operations
at the Ministry of Technology, Innovation and
Citizens’ Services in Victoria at:
www.gov.bc.ca/citz/iao/.

A USTA PRO CIRCUIT &
TENNIS CANADA EVENT

HOSTED AT HOLLYBURN
COUNTRY CLUB

VANOPEN.COM
#VANOPEN

PRESENTED BY

TICKETS ON
SALE NOW
VISIT VANOPEN.COM

Family Weekend

AUGUST 15&16
Admission Free!

ERNESTS
GULBIS
FORMER WORLD NO.10

Join the enigmatic Ernests Gulbis at Hollyburn Country Club for
the Odlum Brown VanOpen. Main draw starts Monday!
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Share your Love
Affair with the
North Shore

Hashtag your
photos on

for a chance
to win a $500

prize pack
to explore the
North Shore

#northshorelove

Deadline to enter August 31, 2015.
Winner will be contacted by entry method.

Photo Contest

Owner
Text Box
THE FOLLOWING GIVES A POSITIVE INTERPETATION:   DL 1609, it turns out, has become available for acquiring and inclusion into Lynn Headwaters Regional Park(LHW).   We already lease all of the land around the DL 1609 for the backcountry portion of LHW.  The lot itself is essentially the hole in the doughnut, as the map shows.We have had this particular lot on our radar for a number of years.  The parcel was once privately held for mineral exploration, but the owner defaulted on taxes.  The owner tried to sell it directly to MV but we declined.  That is the time, I believe, that the land reverted back to the province.  So now we're attempting to lease the land from the province and add it to LHW.Does that help?Allan NeilsonGeneral Manager,Planning, Policy and Environmentt. 604.451.6615c. 604.790.0643metrovancouverSERVICES AND SOLUTIONS FOR A LIVABLE REGION




