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When Christine Elsey was a kid growing up
on Riverside Drive in the Seymour area, she
remembers the “greasers” coming from Vancouver
to the canyon at the top of the road.

They wore ducktail hairdos and drove hot rods with
their engines showing.They would swim and dive off the
cliffs at the canyon.

“And we’d all be mesmerized because that would be a
bit of the city coming to us,” recalls Elsey with a laugh.

The canyon was a popular spot for families at the
time, and kids and parents often met for picnics and
swimming. Elsey refers to her neighbourhood as an
idyllic place to grow up.

“It was a very magical place,” she says.
The area was rural, with few residents, and there was

an emphasis on poultry and subsistence farms. Elsey

See page 19
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A pair of ospreys find a perfect perch at the conservation area at Maplewood Flats. PHOTO KEVIN HILL
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Caulfeild

MAPLEWOOD FARM
The local community favourite!The local community favourite!

Open 7 days a week
Hours: 10:00 AM -4:00 PM
Closed Mondays only,
November through March
Owned and Operated by the District of
North Vancouver Parks Department

Maplewood Farm
405 Seymour River Place
North Vancouver,
B.C. Canada V7H 1S6

The Maplewood Farm is a fun - and
educational - place to visit for the
whole family. Developed historically
from its early days as a thriving dairy,
today the Farm has been preserved
offering a truly rural experience,
among the expanding city limits,
with a wonderful collection of over
200 domestic and friendly farm
animals and birds.

604-929-5610 www.maplewoodfarm.bc.ca

Where storybook characters come to life
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Hikers take to the trails on Mount Seymour in the photo at
top. Volunteer Shiori Funase gives a Nigerian pigmy goat a lift at
Maplewood Farm. FILE PHOTOS PAULMCGRATH (TOP)/CINDYGOODMAN

describes the area then as
working class.

There was a man who
delivered vegetables and
another one who delivered
milk.The family had an
icebox, and an ice man
delivered big blocks of
ice.There were also three
small stores fairly close by
for daily essentials, and
a Safeway on Lonsdale
Avenue (reached by bus
that ran just twice a day
for more supplies.The area
also hosted what Elsey
calls a handful of rustics,
eccentrics, and artists that
really made the character
of the area.

One such person was
Owen Dinsdale. A former
teacher from Wales, he
lived on a six-acre property
and was “kind of an off-
the-grid guy.” He grew his
own food and was friends
with all the kids. He often
took them for long nature
walks up in the Seymour
canyon, which is now
the watershed area, and
taught them about ecology,
naturopathy, animals and
more.

“He was a very
important fixture in
all the kids’ lives and
everybody that was there,
and I think he should be
remembered,” says Elsey.

Now 62, Elsey lives

in Deep Cove, but her
parents still live on
Riverside Drive and she
raised her kids there.
These days, her childhood
reflections are bittersweet.

“There were magical
woods everywhere.Very
few houses, and it was a lot
of swamps inside the forest
and we all played in those.
There were a lot of skunk
cabbages and a lot of moss
and a lot of old stumps
and trees, and it was just a
wonderful forest.”

But when she was
19 Elsey wrote a poem
about her neighbourhood
because she was
heartbroken. She says
there was an influx of
development into the area
starting in the early 1970s.
Lots got smaller and
subdivisions grew.

“The character of the
place has been changed
and it has become
urbanized,” she notes. It is
still a topic that upsets her.

Seymour spans a large
area of the District of
North Vancouver from
Seymour river to the west,
Mount Seymour Parkway
to the south, Mount
Seymour Road to the east,
and the Lower Seymour
Conservation Reserve and
Mount Seymour Provincial
Park to the north.

Some have referred to
the area as “old school”

North Shore, with lush,
tree-lined streets. Parkgate
serves as a community
hub with a community
centre, seniors centre,
library, and Parkgate See page 20

Village Shopping Centre.
Described as a family-
oriented area, Seymour has
many subdivisions, and is
home to two golf courses

PROVIDING
AMAZING
EQUESTRIAN
EXPERIENCES
SINCE 1986

YEAR-ROUND
LESSONS, KIDS
PROGRAMS,
ADULT LESSONS,
HORSE
BOARDING,
TRAINING AND
MORE.

North Shore Equestrian Centre
1301 Lillooet Road,NorthVancouver
604-988-5131
www.WeCreateRiders.com

Canexus produces chemicals that are used in the production of goods that we use every day.
We play a part in the paper products you use, the gas you fill up your car with and the clean
water you drink.

Canexus’ primary goal at the North Vancouver plant is providing a safe working and living
environment for our staff and our neighbors, as demonstrated by our 58 year history of safe
operations within the community. Since 2009, we have invested over $450 MM to ensure
our operations are world class, including a sophisticated air monitoring and emergency
management system. Our efforts have been recognized by external third parties for
exemplary performance in the areas of health, safety and the environment.

We also strive to be a good neighbour. Canexus employs over 140 workers from the
North Vancouver area and invests in the local community. We are very proud of our recent
contribution of over $1 million to the Windsor School artificial turf field.

Canexus would be pleased to share more about what we are doing.
Please visit our website or contact us directly for more information.

www.canexus.ca
Email: canexus@canexus.ca

Owner
Text Box
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(Northlands, which is
public, and Seymour Golf
and Country Club, which
is private). Access points
to trail networks dot the
upper regions, making it
popular with mountain
bikers, trail runners, and
other users, and skiing has
been a fixture on Mount
Seymour since the early
1930s.

The Seymour area
experienced tragedy on
Jan. 19, 2005, when a
landslide on the Berkley-
Riverside escarpment
resulted in the death of
resident Eliza Kuttner.
Her husband Michael was
seriously injured, and a
number of homes were
damaged.

Just to the south of
Mount Seymour Parkway
lies the area of Maplewood.
Currently known for its
business parks, strip malls,

Maplewood Village Centre is slated to become a new area
hub in the next decade. PHOTO KEVIN HILL.

and light industry, change
is expected in the next 10
years. Recently, the district
decided to move forward
with public input about
a new hub for residential
and employment growth in
Maplewood Village Centre.
A previous North Shore
News story noted that the
area consists of 35 hectares
of land between Mount See page 21

Seymour Parkway and
Dollarton highway, and is
expected to hold another
1,500 housing units and
100,000 square feet of
commercial space over the
next 20 years.

An interesting mix of
industry and ecology, this
section of the North Shore

VOTED BEST
DANCE STUDIO

ON THE
NORTH SHORE

808 Lytton Street,
North Vancouver

www.seymourdance.com
604.929.6060

For more information or
to register visit www.seymourdance.com

Seymour Dance

• Royal Academy of Dance Ballet • Jazz • Lyrical
• Contemporary • Hip Hop • Tap • Capoeira • Musical Theatre

• Break Dancing • Acro
Classes from pre-school to adult.

Competitive and non-competitive classes.

Located near Ron Andrews Rec Centre

FALL REGISTRATIONONNOW
Classes for 2015-2016 include:

Voted
Top 3 of

North Shore News
2011-2015

•

•

•

•

•

Nostalgic treats with
a twist

#101- 173 Forester Street, North Vancouver
778-340-0944 • bonamibakery.ca

Baked goods crafted by hand with heart
Unforgettable goodness in every bite
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Seventeen-year-old Nick Djonlic
was having lunch at the small drive-
through location of Tim Hortons
at Amherst Avenue. Nick is going
into Grade 12 in September. He
lives in Coquitlam and commutes
at least half an hour every morning
to his job at a construction site on
Dollarton. It is his first real job and
first real pay cheque. In his spare
time, Nick takes boxing lessons, but
doesn’t know if he’ll ever go pro.

Nine-month-old Aidan (left) and 14-year-old Casey were out for a
stroll in Parkgate Park with their owner Kathryn Lundy. The pair, both
of the American Eskimo dog breed, go for a walk every day. The park
is particularly suited to them because it’s quieter, has fewer animals
and critters to chase, and is an easier outing for Casey, who is walking
a little slower these days. According to Kathryn, Aidan’s father is the
“most winning-est” in his category of all time and won Best of Breed at
the Westminster dog show six years in a row.

Neville Garzouzie lives in the Berkley Avenue area with his wife Celeste.
They have three daughters, who all moved to the North Shore first before
their parents followed. Neville’s parents were of Lebanese heritage, and
he grew up in South Africa, where hemet his wife. The couple owned a
business there for 34 years. They have lived on the North Shore for nine.
“It’s a wonderful country with wonderful people,” he said of Canada.
When he first met his wife at a dance in South Africa, he stepped on her
foot. “I’m not a good dancer,” he admitted. Neville had a stroke a number
of years ago and wasn’t expected to survive. He did, though, and considers
himself blessed. He hadmany stories to tell of his interesting life and
family, and on this day, he was out in the neighbourhoodwith his camera.

One day in
Seymour

&
Maplewood

PHOTOSANDTEXT
Rosalind Duane

From page 20

George Reedwas enjoying a snack
and conversationwith two friends
outside Bean Around theWorld in
Parkgate Village. His dog Harry, a
Manchester terrier, sat on his lap.
Georgemoved to the Dollarton
area with his partner in January.
They came fromCoal Harbour, and
made the change so they could
own a house rather than live in an
apartment. So far, they are enjoying
the area and neighbours, who
George says are very friendly.
“If youwant to be dramatic, it’s my
final resting place,” said George of
his new home.

also features Maplewood
Flats Conservation Area
and Maplewood Farm.

The Dollarton
waterfront also has an
interesting history having
previously been dotted
with squatters shacks,
and featuring a thriving
counterculture of artists
that started in the early
1970s on the Maplewood
mudflats and adjacent
areas.

During the 1930s and
’40s, about 1,000 people
lived along the shore in
squatter communities.
Most of the cabins were
destroyed in the 1950s.
The last cabin, located
near Cates Park, where
artists Al Neil and Carole
Itter drew their inspiration,
was moved to a storage
site in late June of this
year after a group of artists
rallied to save it.

Nestled in between
Seymour, Maplewood, and
Deep Cove lies territory
of the Tsleil-Waututh
Nation. Members of the
larger group of Coast
Salish people, they are
the original inhabitants of
the area covering all three
districts.

2055 Old Dollarton Rd,
NorthVancouver
604.971.5223

www.sweettoothcakery.ca

100%
GLUTEN
FREE

CAKES & CONFECTIONS…PLUS
BREADS, BUNS& SAVOURYDELIGHTS

Bring in this ad for
10%OFF total purchase

(Offer valid until July 25.
Limit one per customer.

Offer not valid on wedding or
custom cakes.)

Is your daughter or son struggling to achieve
their potential?

We believe every young person can succeed if given the right tools and learning environment.
For over 40 years, we have been offering an intimate, supportive private school for students with
needs not typically addressed by a traditional school setting. Visit us and discover how we can help
overcome obstacles and create a path to success.

For more information, contact Dr. Jim Christopher, Head of School at
jchristopher@kgms.ca or 604.985.5224

Elementary Education
for grades 1-7
www.kgms.ca

Alternative High School
for grades 8-12
www.maplewoodhigh.ca

• Outcome-oriented
• Tailored programs
• Friendly, informal atmosphere
• Highly educated & experienced staff

• Fully accredited
• Financing available
• School bus service available
• Accepting applications, spaces limited

MAPLEWOOD
ALTERNATIVE
HIGH
SCHOOL

FULL DAY AND HALF DAY WEEK LONG
HOCKEY AND MULTI-SPORT CAMPS

FOR ALL AGES STARTING JUNE 29
CALL TO REGISTER OR VISIT US ONLINE AT

WWW.ICESPORTS.COM

Ice Sports - North Shore

604-924-0828
WWW.ICESPORTS.COM
2411Mount Seymour Pkwy, NorthVan

FREE COMMUNITY

Family Friendly

First Memorial Boal Chapel
1505 Lillooet Road, North Vancouver

SUNDAY, JULY 19
12:00 - 5:00 P.M.

Owner
Text Box




