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TRANSLINK

Mayors to have more control over transit

B.C. government open to delaying public referendum on transportation until June 2015 or later

NEW

KELLY SINOSKI
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The B.C. government says it is will-
ing to delay a public referendum on
transportation until June 2015 and
will give regional mayors more power
over TransLink's long-term plans and
priorities.

Transportation Minister Todd Stone
said Tharsday he will introduce legis-
Iation this spring that would ghve the
mayors’ council more eontrol over
“TransLink’s go-year plans and priori-
ties — o job ow in the hands of Trans-
Link’s unebected board of directors.

Under the reform, the mayors’ coun-
cil would also be allowed to set com-
pensation for the TrunsLink board
and approve fare adjustments and the
sale of major assets,

The TransLink board, meanwhile,
would be expected to prepare budgets,
oversee operalions and implement the
mayors council’s plans.

The proposed changes follow years
of frustration from mayors, whe
argue they have little control over
“TransLink funding decisions or pri-
oriti

includes the provinee’s d
push SkyTrain over light rail,
rejection of funding sources, such ns
a vehicle levy, to generate funds for
transit expansion,

TransLink now has three primary
funding sources: property taxes, gns
taxes and fares.

But the province insists any new
funding sourees, including a vehicle
bevy, must go to a public referendum.
Stone says the province is now
to delay the refere

o’ coun
that outlines transportation
thes and casts, by June 30 this
vear.

Otherwise, the next date the prov-
ince is willing to consider for a refer-
endum would be the dvic elections in
2017,

“If the people of Metro Vancouver
are being asked to pay new taes or
fees for new service: d
the mayors’ ¢

. that the
provinee would pa ird u[lhl cap-
ital costs for rapld transit projects or
the Pattullo Bridge replacement.

WHAT'S NEXT:
Governance: Stone, who will meet
with the mayors’ council on Feb. 14,
said the province will offer resources to
the mayors numul befare the gover-

ffiet, ikely in May.
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COMMUTERS: The mayors'council mm
indude tolls on every btldge, sales t wtora wude Imr

The province says a
hmﬂli.upuswt!nmdmdmhml?

Ihhunduln:ﬂw mayors council must
decide when they want to hold the ref-
erendurn: this November, next June, or
potentially n 2017 and come up with a
wision for regional transportation.
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