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TRANSLINK: A BUMPY, WINDING RIDE
In early days, TransLink relied on fuel tax as its main revenue source and debt was manageable. By 2005, cracks were appearing, in the face of major road and
bridge projects. By 2009, debt had climbed to 53.4 billion (all figures adjusted to 2013 dollars), and a recent audit found TransLink living 'beyond its means’
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MOVING PEOPLE: BY THE NUMBERS
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HandyDART 246 05 3w
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2006 tanstink revives the
icea of tolling major bridges and
roads, but Libesal transportation
minister Kevin Falcon says that
the govemnment only supports
tolls on new projects.
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another theee cents per litre
on the gas tax, bringing it to
15 gents, from the provinee on
the conditicn it raise property
taves for transit. i also raises
fares, while Victoria hands over
autharity 1o generate revenue
from developing and selling
property around rapid transit
stations, but kills the parking
ta and a Hydro tax TransLink
had been collecting. Falcon, call-
ing the mayors “dysfunctional”
imposes new unel Io:led bw(d

Cabi cars
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2008 Ottawa permanently
extends an increase in the
gasaline-tax transfer payments
Yo provinoes, some of which is
then shared by B.C. government
with TranaLink.

2008 wranstink raises
propeny taes 1o cover the
parking site tax that the prov-
ince had cancelled o year eardier.

2009 mayors agreetoa
S130-mallion *stabilization plan®
— raigineg the gas 1, prop-

erty tax and fares — to help
TransLink avoid a looming defi-
cit. Mayors also float the idea of
talls.on all Metro bridges, charg-
g dirtvers for road wse and pull-
e mane frm this resstneial
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9o ta the province. It alse pro-
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poses a 5122 vehicke levy, The
Liberal governrment rejects all
those ideas.

2 O 0 9 TransLink begins

collecting the first tolls on the
Iy opened S800-million

Golden [Ears Bridge, left.

2070 prerier cruisty clark
‘says she's apen to considering
using the carbon tax to support
public transit. Within & year, her
qovernment backtracks and
opposes the idea.

2 U I ] Province approves
anather two-cont gas tax hike,
bringing it to 17 cents per litre,
to help Translink pay its $400-
millinn duaes of the Fussrsan

5,055

Transit Police
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Line. Mayers also propose a vehi-
cle bevy or road hridge tolling
again, with a backup plan that

if those fad to gain support they
will impose two-year praperty
tax increase of $23 per hame.

20712 Toanstink votes for
#125-per-cent fare hike. An
independent Translink commis-
shoner rejects the hike

2012 mayorsaskthe

province for raac/Bridge toll-
ing, vehicle levy or a regional
carbon tax for transit, bus all are
rejected. In response, mayors nix
a backup plan 10 raise property
tawes, and give the Liberals an
ultimatum to come up with
ways to pay for transit or cut
wnrvieos Clark arrlaee an aodit

nia

of TransLink, and says any new
funding sources must be sup-
ported by the public, be afford-
able for families and not nega-
tively affect the economy,

20 ] 3 Mayors again pro-
posa five funding sousces for
transit expansion, including the
regional carbon tax, road pric-
Ing, regional sakiss tax, vehicle
lewy and leveraging land valhues
nizar SkyTrain stations. Provinees
ways mayors need a consensss
on specthe transit prioeitees first
and announges a working group
with mayors on sustainable
funding. Clark makes an election
promise to have a referendum
for any new TransLink revenue
souirce, She is re-elected in May




