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growth and density can be
achieved without destroying
the neighbourhoods we love
and enjoy. In fact, that was
the original intent of this
column — until I decided
I could not describe the
ideas effectively without first
establishing the background
with some hard numbers.

Many years ago, a group
circulated a brochure with
a photo that had been
doctored to show what the
District of NorthVancouver
waterfront would look like if
WestVancouver-style multi-
family housing were to be
built along its length.

No such housing was
planned but the community
uproar opposing the idea
was encouraging.

So in the next column,
without doctoring photos,
I plan to describe what I
believe could be a partial
solution to our growing
housing crisis.

If you think the ideas
have merit, the North
Shore could become a
leader in the field and show
the rest of the region how
truly affordable housing is
already proving successful
and how it can become the
norm throughout all Metro
Vancouver communities.

rimco@shaw.ca

Uproar encouraging
From page 7

MetroVancouver
announced last week the
chairmen and chairwomen
slated to guide the regional
authority’s 10 committees
and two sub-committees
over the next four years.

District of North
Vancouver Mayor and
former head of the
TransLink mayors’ council
RichardWalton takes over
from Burnaby Mayor Derek
Corrigan as chairman of
Metro’s regional planning
committee.

Working as head of the
utilities committee is City
of NorthVancouver Mayor
Darrell Mussatto, known
for his strong support of
city-owned heat utility

Lonsdale Energy Corp.
WestVancouver Mayor
Michael Smith was named
vice-chairman of the

utilities committee.
Mussatto is also set to

serve as vice-chairman of
Metro’s regional economy

task force. MetroVancouver
chairman Greg Moore is set
to lead the task force.

MetroVancouver is
adding a climate action
committee, a federal gas
tax task force, a regional
economy task force, as
well as a performance and
procurement committee this
term.

“The MetroVancouver
Board of Directors is
committed to maintaining
and enhancing the livability
of our great region as we
grow in the coming years,”
stated chairman Greg Moore
in a media release.

— Jeremy Shepherd

New roles formayors atMetro
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‘Dialectical Behavioral Therapy’
featuring

Dr. JohnWagner, Registered Psychologist

For adults and adolescents having diffi-
culty coping with intense emotions and
other complex problems, including sui-
cidality, self-harm, and addiction, dia-
lectical behavioral therapy (DBT) can
provide helpful self-management skills.

Join us
Wednesday, January 28, 7:30pm
Lions Gate Hospital Auditorium

For information, call 604-926-0856 or email
info@northshoreschizophrenia.org

Free to attend, no registration required.

PUBLIC EDUCATION LECTURE SERIES

North Shore Schizophrenia Society

The other day I was in a doctor’s office
where an elderly couple was upset about
the time of their next appointment. It was
scheduled for 3:30 in the afternoon. They
were anxious to change it to an earlier
time – because, they said, they were
concerned about dealing with the volume
of traffic over the Second Narrows at that
time of day. That snapshot of a moment is
a sign of our grid-locked times.

Long eastbound lineups down the Cut are
no longer confined to rush hour. Many
days, Marine Drive could be re-named
Marine Parking Lot. Getting from point
A to point B within North Vancouver or
over town has never been more difficult
than it is today.

North Van Has Own
Challenges
Much is made of Metro Vancouver’s
dubious claim to fame as second only
to Los Angeles as having the worst
traffic congestion in North America.
But often lost in the discussion is the
fact that North Vancouver has a unique
and growing traffic challenge thanks to
our geography, history and patterns of
development.

It’s more than irritating. Traffic
congestion has a negative impact on
every aspect of North Shore life, from the
economy to the environment.

This coming March, residents across the
Lower Mainland will be asked to vote for
a 0.5% increase in BC’s Provincial Sales
Tax to fund $7.5 billion in new transit
projects over the next 10 years.

Referendum Just A Start
I will be voting “Yes” to the referendum
question and commend the mayors,
and especially North Vancouver District
Mayor Richard Walton, for their work on
the transit funding proposal. But adding
a Seabus and more bus lines on the

North Shore, as proposed, is just a start
at addressing our own growing problem.
Successful or not, the outcome of the
referendum will not, on its own, come
close to solving North Shore congestion.

What’s required is the start of a
comprehensive discussion which leads to
an action blueprint that coordinates the
complex multitude of elements at play
here – from density planning to transit to
roads and bridges.

What’s required is a boldness of vision
with no sacred cows that are off-limits to
consideration. That means reviewing the
adequacy of two bridges and the possible
need for rapid transit to the North Shore.

Ottawa Must Play
Central Role
Some may argue that this is not a federal
issue. I disagree. Given the scope and
scale of the issues at hand, the federal
government must be at the table with
funding and to play a facilitative role
bringing the key players together to
thoroughly weigh all reasonable options.

Liberal Party of Canada policy strongly
supports cities as economic drivers and
federal investment in civic infrastructure
is key to making the economy grow.

As your Liberal candidate for North
Vancouver in the upcoming federal
election, I pledge to take a leadership
role in bringing residents, politicians,
community groups and businesses
together to develop and discuss options
and to forge a plan that will work to
unsnarl our traffic problem and provide a
sustainable solution for the future.

The status quo – waiting in a line-up
that is just getting longer – clearly isn’t
working.

Next week in this space, more on why I’m
running for Parliament.
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Bathing
made
easier
Enjoy thecomfortand
therapeuticbenefits
ofawarmbathagain!

Come
see
Chris.

“This state-of-the-art line is durable, reliableandportable.”
CHRIS FRIESEN,ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGYCONSULTANT

1401 St. Georges Ave., NorthVancouver
604-985-1481 •www.daviesrx.comDavies

Home Healthcare
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