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OPINION

Taking its toll,

Port Mann
Bridge:
It’s better
at racking
up debt
than
carrying
commuters

ments on th

ops. Another shiny new
O tolled multibillion-dol-
lar bridge, another fidu-
ciary horror story. The twinned
Port Mann is better ot racking
up debt than traffie.

Traffic numbers are in
decline. Projections are prov
ing to be works of fiction.
Rather than pay the §3 toll —
$6 for the day
et home that nj
kids to soccer pra
muters have gone looking for
a free ride, as they feel is their
right. The Pattullo, decrepit
but toll-less, has done a boom-
ing trade.

Mot only are traffic numbers
headed in the wrong direction,
so s the Port Mann's indebt-
edness. The Transportation
Investment Corp., the Crown
corporation responsible for
the bridge's construction, is
projecting a debt of $3.61 bil-
lion. That single, singular sum
is equivalent to 48 per cent of
TransLink's entire panoply of
transit initiatives that Metro
Vancouverites will consider in
the upeoming plebiscite.

Gordon Price, urban planner
and director of The City Pro-
gram at Simon Fraser Uni-
versity, was interested in the
public reaction to this news,
and so he searched the com-
paper’s website,

Price, posting on his blog Prie-
eTags i(‘::fhix can be u‘?g\-ascd
at hitps://pricetags.word-
press.com), wrote:

“I wondered if in the com-
ments to the story, Snn read-

ncompetence
and mismanagement, calling
ility, if not resig-

rine my complete
lack of surpﬁﬁe t.c'n\ﬁnd nluth-
ing of the sort; that's reserved
for transit agencies. TI Corp
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The tolling of the Port Mann is a stopgap measure. What we need is a comprehensive plan.

will likely o on to finance the
Massey Trid, pe.

In his post, Price also iden-
tified one of the leading pro-
ponents who campaigned for
the construction of the new
Port Mann Bridge. (For the
record, both Price and [ were
against it.) It was none other
than Jordan Bateman, the
self- a:|J|Joml|:d leader of the
No side in the transit plebi-
scite. He was on the ad ry
board of a group called G,
Mowing BC, which made twin-
ning the Port Mann its Num-
ber 1 priority. It got B.C. mov-
right. though I'm sure
Bateman hoped ot the time it
would be to somewhere other
than the Pattullo Bridge.

There are some instructive
lessons here to be learned.
Some of them can be applied
to the plebiscite, which, as 1
have stated repeatedly, 1 sup-
port. These are:

1. Stuff costs money. Making
life easier for cars especially

costs money, That's why the
bridge was tolled. But driv-
ers slm expect a free ride, ns
il somehow
Ihnn 1.} ather pub-

ay'S are over,

or soon mll be.

2. We need a comprehensive
plan, not stopgap measures
like the Port Mann. Telling, of
the pick-und-choose variety
we have here in Metro Van-
couver, does not work. A more
comprehensive strategy, like
universal road-pricing, will

come eventually, but not in
the imm e futune.
4. Comprehensive road-

pricing is, at the very least,
a decade out, and probably
more because of the relue-
tunee of our provincial gov-
ernment to embrace it, and
because of the costs of mega-
projects like the Port Mann,
which hive to be recovered,
That takes time.

4. In the meantime, the
TransLink plan is the best

alternative to get us from here
to there — that, or we can face
fnnrim; gridlock as our popa-
ion explodes in the Metro
. To vole ne out of anger
with the TransLink execu-
tive or on the misinformed
notion that there's lmlhingin
it for your part of the city or
because British Columbians
are taxed to death (we aren't)
will only end up costing tax-
payers more, nol Jess,
5. The entire predicament we
are in, transit-wise, has been

to

to do with it, It wrested luml
control of TransLink away
from the municipalitics and
installed the present gover-
nanece model; it insisted upon
a plebiscite before OKing the
TransLink plan; it set the
terms of the plebiscite and
set the ndiculously short time
limit for Metro mayors to

but not as planned

to-year plan; it restricted the
forms of revenue preduction
TransLink could use to fund
its plan, refusing to consider
road-pricing or other forms of
revenue that tmspn::sednn its
battom line; it has refused to
campaign for the plan so as to
dlbh‘l]!ﬂ If from a popular
i

Mennw
wants her bridge
replace the Massey
without going to plek:
because, well, she can. Cost? A
rumoured $3 billion. Reason-
ing? Purportedly, to relieve
traffic congestion, though,
incidentally of course, a brid I.
will do away with that pe:
tunnel, which, onee gone, w1l|
allow deep- drlug]lt ocean-
going freighters and tankers
up the river for the first time,
which will lead to the industri-
alization of the lower Fraser,
which is quite the coincidence,
don’t you think? Where will
all that uncontested traffic
o onee it hits the Oak Street
Bridge? Good question.

Will it be tolled? Without
doubt, since one study showed
— and stop me if you've heard
this one before — an untolled

idge would attract too many
commuters looking for a free

.

A belated apology to Brad
Cavanagh, whose blog rebut-
ting the No side position |
cited in a previous column. In
said column, I failed to follow
the first rule of journalism,
i ﬁpv:ll The Person’s

His last name is
i not “Cavanangh,”
as 1 “.'fu.
Mr. Car

1 would suggest

nagh add the extra

“u” to his name to avoid future
mistukes.

come up with a



