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OPINION

Plebiscite loss

TransLinked

to failure:

In Everyone
But the People,
the No-side
point men
explain how
they took on
the unassailable
mayors’ council
— and won
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Sn Im\\ did two gn\r nlth

a Goliath ul'mll f\ln(ll:d
iticians and community groups
to defeat last spring's transit
plebiscite?

The story is now revealed, from
the victors' viewpoint, in a new
book out Friday, titled E -
one But the Peaple: How
lay T vers Overcame Va

Jordan Bateman, the

i ian Taxy £
Uun s B.C. director who led the
No Iulu’?-‘lllrlllglllq_ ||Il.l\l'< te
Ampaign
tm mer \Iu-pln n Il.npu

1
deployed durmg their months-
long campaign.

Th

wrote the book, Bate-
man says, to “debunk the Y
side myth that the plebiscite was
unwinnable all along,” and pro-
vide tips to others taking on sim-
ilar battles.

To refresh memories, the pleb-
iscite had been a 2013 election
pledge by Christy Clark that the

public would [,Ll to decide how
future transportation initiatives
would be funded.

The mayors, always lukewarm

choice but to propose a new tax
— 1 0.5 percentage point hike to
the PST. They pitched it to Van-
couverites 1s the anly
way to fund

rapid-trans
The mayors’ council spent
_' 7 million on its cam-
L aign, against $40,000 spent
v Bateman and Marshall. Vot-
ers turned thumbs down by a
62 per cent margin.
s the plebiscite really
unwinnable from the start? Did
the mayors” side have an impos-
sible task, regardless of any
efforts by the No side?
Some might think so. Ask-
|m. pm]\]c to raise their own
I shot proposition,
neouver where
tretehed by hous-

nign
gan, Yes forces were ahead,
7 per cent favouring the
mayors’ eouneil plan, and 43 per
cent opposed.

Numbers started shifting in
favour of the No side in February
of last ves wd by July, the vote
results were 62 per cent against
A new tax, per cent in favour,
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is one for the books
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Jordan Bateman, the Canadian Taxpayers Federation’s B.C. director and one of the few public figures
to speak out against last spring’s transit plebiscite, says the book Everyone But the People is meant to

‘debunk the Yes-side myth that the plebiscite was unwinnable all along.’

It is impossible to say defini-
tively that this was the result of
the No TransLink Tax campaign.
But the results suggest it had
some impact, especiall
that Bateman and M

eir side Imti itin lhr' Ing
ry day when Tra
d head honcho Tan
Jarvis, who was earning more
than $400,000 a vear in s JI-
ary, benefits and bonus
move was tantamount to
side endorsement of the N
argument that Tra
poorly run.
Bateman and M
the secret to th
steely foeus on the message that
TransLink could not be trusted
to spend wisely,

And the organization may still
e learned its lesson about
aving just hired
new CEO Kevin Desmond with
a fat-cat salary of $365,000 a
year.
The No proponents exploited
TransLink's Tmnr reputation,
l'!.'[{‘r ng!ulhp
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tus «ulm ay” to ale :: |wu|||v 1h-tl
the proposed SkyTrain exten-
sion would not go all the way to
UBC. They also cast themselves
as upbeat, happy warrio

They kept their communica-
tions ﬁlmplp highlighting or
two numbers: the $258 per yvear
they contended the new tax
would cost households, and their
finding that, if Lower Mainland

nt

mayors earmarked 0.5 per o
of municipalities’ projected
annual revenue growth, they
could raise the needed cash.
(This gave them cover for those
who accused them of irresponsi-
bility or having no solutions. )
Bateman and Marshall could
not afford advertising spreads,
so they sponsored low-cost radio
traffic reports, each one e g
a 'hrul' tag line encompassing

{ LN
T ho n\'hn|t.' episode turned out
Iu lu a tn:r: wreck for the pro-

rhich is w ¥,
rnlh-r! at

a source of infrastructure cash,
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