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B.C. Transportation Minister Todd Stone says the government *has had [ots of good discussion with

ride-sharing companies like Uber,

TRANSPORTATION

Province does abrupt U-turn
to arrival of ride-sharing Uber

Minister says service and taxis can ‘thrive’ side-by-side
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VICTORIA — The B.C. govern-
ment is saftening its eriticism of
popular ride-sharing business
ng, it’s nnl\ a matter of

not if, rides!
lent in B.C

hink them '\ 4 Growing rec-
u;,mnull {of) the issues of con-

creasingly expecting,”
The comments mark a shift in
from Stone, who in 2014

undercover officers to catch any
unlicensed drivers,
Stone had warned of “signifi-
cant consequences” to Uber and
its drivers if they tried to operate
without the same licensing rules,
inspection regime and safe
checks that taxi drivers face
B.C.'s Passenger T

in British Columbia, that they
meet the same requ
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Stone said in 2014,
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Ubser has been pushing govern-
ft regulations that
allow its drivers to ok
licences and be o

» ready to work quickly
with Premier Clark and Minister
Stone to introduce 4 new regu-
Intory framework that embrae
ridesharing in the upeoming
spring session,” said Uber offi-
cial Susie Heath.

“In terms of regulations, as we
aw from court rulings last
both Ontario and Albe
rnlc-hnnny, is a new busines:
mmodel that is distinet from taxi,
she said.

Uber has said it would pre-
fer new licensing regulations
for wi led o transporta-
tion network company, which
wuold set requirements for fees,
insurance, driver checks, GPS
tracking and other ways Uber
would be different from tra-
ditional taxis. Stone wouldn't
commit Wednesd
that existing rules
remain in place for ncm
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‘Safety is our No. 1 concern and
we're going to make dam sure
that any comp; (that) wishes
to provide a taxi-like service
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Industry,” he said.

The impending arrival of Uber
ha arked intense public dis
cussion about taxi waiting
service levels to the suburbs,
insurance, safety, and the com-

lex way taxi licences work in
the provinee.

“We are certainly hearing from
lots of British Columbians who'd
T haring come to
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In a letter to Stone earlier this
week, NDP Leader John Horgan
accused Ihl‘ government of “con-
ns
to allow Uber to enter the B.C.
rket.”

Horgan called on government
to refer the issue of ridesharing
to an all-party committee of the
legislature this spring for a non-
partisan debate,
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