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LETTERS TOTHE EDITORmust include your name, full address and
telephone number. Send your letters via e-mail to: editor@nsnews.
com. The North Shore News reserves the right to edit any and/or all
letters based on length, clarity, legality and content. The News also
reserves the right to publish any and/or all letters electronically.MAILBOX

Reaping the benefits
of awise investment
Dear Editor:

All my life, I have believed
that Canada was the best
country in the world to live
in. I have lived on the North
Shore all my life and would
not trade it for anything until
now. I remember when if
you said you lived in Lower
Lonsdale or Lynn Valley, peo-
ple looked at you differently.

I have worked hard to
provide for my family and
have invested wisely. We were
involved with our church, my
wife ran for council and my
children were active in almost
everything the North Shore
had to offer.

I have heard the word
“affordability” thrown about
by people, and truly I do
not think they know what it
means. Nobody in London
uses that word for housing
because quite plainly it does

not exist over there. Most
working-class people live
outside of London and com-
mute every day, knowing that
“affordable” does not exist
within.

For years, Vancouver
wanted to be a “world-class”
city like Montreal and Toronto
were in the 1970s. Vancouver
was always third best and
Ottawa never let us forget
it. Well, now that Vancouver
has become that world-class
gem that everyone wanted,
they are not pleased with the
result.

Do you want to turn back
the clock a few years and try
again? Too bad. Those days
are long gone.

What offends me is that
back in the ’80s, municipalities
started requiring people to get
a permit to cut down a tree on
their own property. Now the

government thinks it has the
right to tax me if I don’t rent
out my house. Speculation tax
— for what? We already have
capital gains tax.

As I said, we have invested
wisely, and now we are
reaping the benefits of that
success. I retired at 49 (not
Freedom55 plan) and have
been travelling for the past six
years in Europe (still haven’t
seen it all). I owe it all to the
fact that back when interest
rates were 13 per cent I was
not scared to dive headfirst
into a real estate market that
everyone said was already
overheated. Look where we
are now—- still going.

Yes, I was laughing all
the way to the bank when I
sold our house and I am still
laughing.
Peter Unger
Austria

Lenient response by school
district sends badmessage
Dear Editor:

I am responding to
the article recently pub-
lished regarding the B.C.
Commissioner for Teacher
Regulation’s disciplinary
report issued against Bill
Reid, who remains a princi-
pal in the North Vancouver
School District.

Despite multiple com-
plaints from other staff, the
principal allowed a child to
remain in a harmful situation
with an education assis-
tant, which involved the EA
repeatedly touching the boy
inappropriately and kissing
him on the lips. During these
two months, the principal did

not report the allegations,
conduct an investigation, or
remove the EA from working
with the child.

The conduct of the prin-
cipal does not strike me as
a small “mistake” or a minor
lapse in judgment. It seems
apparent that this is a failure
of the most primary moral
and legal obligation of an
educator and principal — to
protect children from harm
at school. That the child in
this case was autistic and
non-verbal and thus unable
to tell anyone what was hap-
pening adds another level of
gravity.

The school district’s

disciplinary response, a
letter in the principal’s file
and a one-week suspension
during spring break, seems
far too lenient given the
highly serious nature of his
transgressions. I believe it
sends a very poor message
to parents, to students, and
to the school district’s own
staff regarding the manner
in which staff misconduct
causing harm to children
is dealt with. It also causes
me concern for the safety
and welfare of all children
in public school in North
Vancouver.
Karen Nordquist
North Vancouver

Stop viewing renters as
second class citizens
Dear Editor:

Re: Curb Foreign
Ownership to Halt Rising
House Prices, Jan. 22
Mailbox.

Patricia and Bill Marchant
could have stated their opin-
ion against foreign ownership
without disparaging renters
as “temporary occupants.”
Just because someone rents
his or her home doesn’t
mean he or she is bad for the
neighbourhood.

Having rented in North
Vancouver for more than 18
years, I would like to reassure
anyone who fears renters that
I indeed pay property taxes.
My landlord tells me that’s

why my rent increases every
year. As well, my son attends
public school, where I meet
with the parent advisory
committee. My neighbours
lead similar lives, renting,
working, raising children and
contributing to the commu-
nity. Several of my former
neighbours lived their entire
working lives in rentals.
Then they moved to hospice
facilities or care homes. They
weren’t nobodies.

For intelligent discussions
about housing, stop view-
ing renters as second class
citizens.
Cinda Morales
North Vancouver

Dear Editor:
Re: Historic Grand

Boulevard Home Gets
Makeover, Jan. 29.

Kudos to the three daugh-
ters of their father’s estate for
having the foresight to strike
a heritage revitalization agree-
ment with the City of North
Vancouver and for placing a
protective covenant on their
family’s historic home before
they sold it. This will ensure
the home remains standing for
generations to come. We need
more homeowners like these
heroic individuals!
Peter Miller, president,
North Shore Heritage
Preservation Society

Applause for
heritage heroes

SaveOurMuseum
DearFellowResidentsofNorthVancouver,

When transparency appears tobe lacking in adecision-makingprocess at
CityHall, for democracy towork, the communitymust call to account those
involved.
On January25th, by a split vote,NorthVancouverCityCouncillors cancelled
theMuseumat theShipyards after years of planning and fundraising. The
crucial, final deliberations in advanceof thevotewereheldbehind closeddoors.
Amajority ofCouncilwalkedaway from30years of planning for anew
museum, recommendationsofmore than25 studies, a campaign for amuseum
in thePipeShop that had raised$3.9million in just 17months (including$2.2
million in federal support), anunprecedentedunity of public support including
both theSquamish andTsleil-WaututhFirstNations, andaonce-in-a-century
locationopportunity. Andwe’re stillwithout anewmuseum.

Weare aCommitteeofConcernedCitizenswhowant to SaveOurMuseum
andwe’reworkingwith theFriendsof theNorthVancouverMuseum&
Archives – anot-for-profit Society. Andwebelieve theevidence strongly
suggests thedecision-makingprocess lacked transparency.
After providing$250,000of your taxdollars to launcha fundraising campaign
andauthorizing a teamof volunteers to spendhundredsof hours raisingmoney,
theCity did little to support the campaign and then cancelled theproject.

Weask foryourhelp in respectfullyurgingCityCouncil to convene
a full andpublic discussionof all the facts in advanceof a formal
reconsideration.
Please joinouronlinepetitionatwww.my-museum.ca.
Thank-you for your considerationof support.
Sincerely,

SaveOurMuseumCommitteeofConcernedCitizens

Rejection reasons don’t hold up to examination
1) Fundraisingdeadlinemissed
Theoriginal fundraisingplan called for a timelineof 42months. TheCity arbitrarily
imposedadeadlineof 17monthswithinwhich its $5millionpledgewouldhave
tobematched. The campaign raised89%of the fundswithin40%of theoriginally
designed timeline.

Typically in capital campaigns, project approval is grantedwhen70%of the funding
target is reached suchasCouncil recently didwith thePolygonGallery.

WebelieveCouncil approval of theMuseum in thePipeShopwouldhave spurred
further donations andput the campaignover the top.

2)BDOreport claimedprojectnotviable
BDOConsultingwashiredby theCityandcounteredprevious thirdparty study
findings that theprojectbusinessplanwas sound.Analysis of theBDOreport
suggests it has seriousflawsand therearequestionsabout thefirm’sexpertise in
this area.

A transparent process? You be the judge.
•Council hadpledged tomatch$5million raisedby the campaign. But last spring,
longbefore theCouncil-imposed fundraisingdeadline, amajority ofCouncil voted
topostpone theproject and removed theCity’s $5million inmatching funds from
theCity’sCapital Plan–before the fundraising campaignevenhada chance to
succeed.

• In anyother business or government situationwhere good faith is in play, the
parties involvedwould sit downandattempt to address the issues and concerns
raisedbefore abandoning aproject –particularly one inwhich somuchhadbeen
invested. CityCouncil did not do this for theMuseumat theShipyardsproject.
Thequestion is:whynot?

Formore information and to sign the online petition,
please visit our website: www.my-museum.ca

This advertisement paid for by the generosity of donors supporting theworkof theFriends of theNorthVancouverMuseum&Archives Society.
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