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Subject: Proposed CANEXUS Chemicals Canada LP Technology Conversion Project
From: Corrie Kost <kost@triumf.ca>
Date: Sun, 10 Dec 2006 16:26:22 -0800
To: port_planning@portvancouver.com, Lyle Craver <lcraver@shaw.ca>
CC: Janice Harris <jharris@dnv.org>, Lisa Muri <lmuri@dnv.org>, Alan Nixon <anixon@dnv.org>, Richard Walton <rwalton@dnv.org>, Robin Hicks
<rhicks@dnv.org>, Mike Little <mlittle@dnv.org>, Doug MacKay-Dunn <dmackay-dunn@dnv.org>, Agnes Hilsen <HilsenA@district.north-van.bc.ca>
BCC: Lyle Craver <lcraver@shaw.ca>, Brian Platts <bplatts@shaw.ca>, Eric Andersen <andersen@sagafc.com>

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Please include these comments/attachments as part of the public record 
with respect to formal comments on the subject of this email. 

Note that under the 1998 MIACC (Major Industrial Accidents Council of Canada) 
all land uses are allowed when "annual individual risk" are less than 1 in a million. 
Note that getting killed by lightning is about 5 times lower  (0.2 in a million) while 
death by motor vehicle is about 109 in a million. Of course we all know (and this is well documented) that 
vehicle use, although considered essential by some, is voluntary, while getting struck by lighting is 
dominantly involuntary. It is also worth noting that a typical Canadian Nuclear Power plant's annual individual risks 
are substantially lower than those of this chlorine plant. It should also be noted that risk tolerance have been 
reduced in the 8-10 years when the MIACC guidelines were established. Thus some current land use planners 
have set the tolerance to about 0.2 in a million before unrestricted land uses are allowed. 
It should also be noted that CANEXUS is not the only contributor to the annual individual risk 
in this area. 

In consideration of the above we should be seeking operational modes which substantially reduce 
the overall risks to our residents (or phase out the operation of this plant in a reasonable time frame). 
Although changes introduced since 1998 and proposed in the next few years would reduce the risk, by 
such measures as having the plant storage capacity reduced by 50%, the rail transportation risk 
have been (and will continue to) increase by a substantial amount. Note that in 1997 
there were 1734 rail car movements of chlorine (page 67 of 16 March 1998 DNV Council package) 
and this has increased to 3804 in 2006. For 2007 it is planned to be 4232, and by 2009 to be 5667 rail car movements. 
So I conclude that, despite plant operational safety improvements they are largely, if not completely, 
compensated by increased rail car movements. 

Thus I find it difficult to conclude that the risk contours would have seen any improvements. 
In addition the base risk contours seem to be inconsistent with the ones dealt with during the extensive 
public hearing processes held in 1997/1998 by the DNV regarding land-use in this vicinity. 
The attached 3 images are well worth examining in this regard. 
- 1997-risks.jpg  - base line of 1997/1998 discussions 
- 2006-risks.jpg  - base line in 2006 - but no origin of this is provided 
- 2006-risks-after.jpg - improvements to above base line as a result of technology conversion project. 

I thus recommend that consideration be given to the eventual decommissioning of this plant by 
indicating to the proponent that renewal of the license with VPC will, at the very least, not be 
automatic and that, in accordance with ever increasing safety requirements, such plants be 
phased out when near ever increasing local populations. 

Yours truly, 

Corrie Kost 
2851 Colwood Dr. 
North Vancouver, BC 
V7R 2R3 
Tel: 604-988-6615 (res) 
       604-222-7365 (work) 
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