Vancouver Sun ePaper- Publication of pictures raises ethics issues - 16 Ja...

PRIVACY

Publication of pictures raises ethics issues

Media under fire after using images of three men whose actions were found to be ‘completely innocent’ by police

MATT ROBINSON,
BRIAN MORTON
AND TIFFANY CRAWFORD

WANEOUVER

s around 8:45 p.m.
that the photographs

A
through Pacific Centre mall in
downtown Vancouver, snapping
photos.

It was lc site Vaneity
Buzz that first posted the photo
on the social media site with a
link to a story that read: “Van-
ng for 3
ideatap-

ern men
ing Pacific Centre mall.”

The story said police were look-
ing for help identifyving men who
had been seen on security foot-
age taking video of the mall's
entrances.

Less than 24 hours and tens of

thousands of shares and com-
ments on social me later,
|'m|il e dnmml tlh men's acti

While ne
run the men's pictures may hm-.-
been made with the public inter-

in mind, that came at the
of privacy rights, say
Nperts.
When the Vaneity Bu
ame out, reporters
city hustled to determine the
of the information and

ll\\u_l ho\\ lhu\ p,ul the story:
“We got a tip. We called VPD
who confirmed sai

posted about it.”

DARRYL DYCK/THE CANADIAN PRESS
“It's a pretty serious thing if we are going to be releasing photographs
.. when in fact there may be perfectly reasonable
explanations for what these people were up to,’ says Vancouver Police

\Iohnnw(l later told The Cana-
1 Press his team ‘I:u e t to
publish the story becs
i blic 1

photos that had been posted
to the blog. Global N

an-‘r nearly every media out-

think it's fearmongering, | think
we're just ]nmx factual that this

polln e news release:
“']'In-rw is no information to
that these men have

man, sent a Ivnnr email to
1.

the public is currently
While police wanted to sy

«©
included the information and

incident,” Fincham

photographs were no

released.

The Sun chose to omit the pho-

tographs [I'llll! its z-ior\ I‘hl.\
at

morning, Police
Chief Adam ed people
not Lo jump to GLES

“It's a pretty serious hing if we
are K"'“E 1o 1!(' releas
;Lrl]\lw to the public, wi

their m ighbours ma

are up to -«dehinu they are
not, when people jump to con-
clusions wh T

nations for what these peaple
were up to,” Palmer told a news
conference,

He said police re
ealls about suspi
and an intern:

F mn would
have gone out no matter the race
of the people engaged in suspi-

¥, police
ontague
saying that
officers had identified the men.
“All three men were co-opera-

rq,dnlmg their behaviour
investigation has conclusively
dntormlnod that their actions

http://epaper.vancouversun.com/epaper/services/PrintArticle.ashx?issue...

Subsequently, Vancity Buzz
most other news outlets
+ photos from their

blurred the me
Josh Patersor
director of t

lated when media outlets ran
their photos.

I think there ca arush on
d Paterson in
e can only hope
als won't have
some negativ icati
a result of th

2
Retired Langara College ;uur—
m professor Ross Howard,
who specialized in media ethics,

police were leoki
There's no el
Howard, “The media runs leaks
from government reports, w
ever they can get their hane
under the | argume
it's in the public interest.
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'\Iun tague said.
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