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Houses celebrate life
■ Beach Houses Andrew
Geller, by Alastair
Gordon, Princeton
Architectural Press, 128
pages, $43.

In an era of unbridled
optimism Andrew Geller
created beach houses for
his clients that brought
together the divergent
elements of the landscape,
their personalities and
Geller’s unique vision.

As a designer at
Raymond Loewy, Geller
worked on a wide range
of projects from designing
shopping centres to logos.
In 1955 he designed a
beach house for Barbara
Reese, who he worked
with at Loewy, and it was
to become the starting
point of a separate career.
The A-frame structure he
created for Reese received
a great deal of media
attention and resulted in
new commissions for other
beach houses.

Author Alastair Gordon
examines many of Geller’s
constructions and shares
fascinating details about
their creation. Geller
worked closely with his
clients and tried to interpret
their lifestyle into the
design. “Each of Geller’s
houses was like a portrait, a
custom-made tribute to its
owner’s personalities.”

While these beach
houses embraced a kind of
everyman modernism, they

were built economically and
for summer use, making
them within reach of middle
class incomes. Geller
was not interested in just
making a statement with the
building’s shape.There were
many factors at work, as
they were located on the site
with a focus on the view,
prevailing winds, sun angles,
high tides and more.

Photographs of the
construction stages and
finished houses are featured
throughout the book, as
well as many of Geller’s
sketches and plans for them.
This visionary architect was
able to combine the artist’s
sensitivities to the builder’s
realities and made beach
houses that celebrated life.

• • •
■ Heart & Soil, by
Des Kennedy, Harbour
Publishing, 240 pages,
$24.95.

You won’t learn how to
fix your aphid problem or
what is the fastest growing
hedge to create a privacy
screen in Des Kennedy’s
latest book.What you will
discover is a collection of

stories that will entertain
and inspire you towards one
of man’s oldest activities.

This icon of Canadian
gardening shares his
thoughts on a wide range
of related topics, from the
simple joy of turning over
a vegetable bed and the
resulting connection to the
soil to the change in his
opinion on mushrooms.
At one time he believed
that “having mushrooms
in the garden was like
having cockroaches in the
house, revealing one’s lack
of cleanliness and moral
rectitude.”

Like a longtime
neighbour leaning over the
fence, Kennedy draws you
easily into his stories with
his conversational tone and
his entertaining outlook.
Planted in the middle of

Books

See Nighttime page 20

Apply by 4:30 p.m. on June 30, 2014.
West Vancouver is committed to seeking the advice of and
tapping into the expertise of residents wishing to serve on
boards and committees. As community leaders and volunteers,
we value your time and have developed a structure to meet
your ability to contribute.

If you are aWest Vancouver resident and would like to volunteer to serve on
a board or committee, opportunities for 2014 will be available as follows:

COMMUNITY GRANTS COMMITTEE:
• one volunteer representing community services and social services; and
• one volunteer representing arts and culture.

Community Grants Committee information is available atwestvancouver.ca.

APPLICATION FORMS: Application forms are available in the Legislative
Services Department at municipal hall and on westvancouver.ca.

Applicants are requested to mail, fax (604-925-7006), or deliver completed
applications with a brief personal resume, to the Legislative Services
Department at West Vancouver Municipal Hall, 750 17th Street, West
Vancouver, BC V7V 3T3, or email to committees@westvancouver.ca.

QUERIES:
Call Legislative Services at 604-925-7004.

VOLUNTEERSWANTED

e y e w e a r a n d c o n t a c t l e n s e s

1685 marine dr., west van
6 0 4 - 9 2 5 - 2 1 1 0
www.optixeyewear.ca

SALE ENDS JUNE 30, 2014

art in eyewear

GREAT SEMI ANNUAL SALE

UP TO60%OFF
all frames & sunglasses
(with purchase of prescription lenses.) (Some exceptions apply.)

OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, June 26 (5:30 - 8:30 pm)

North Vancouver District Operations Centre
(1370 Crown Street)

Join fellow park users, District staff and
consultants to review and provide feedback on
the draft revitalization plans for these parks.

Can’t make it to the Open House?

dnv.org/sbparks
facebook.com/NVanDistrict @NVanDistrict

You’re invited

Seylynn and Bridgman Parks Revitalization

All workshop material and comment forms will be available online after June 26.


