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PARENTING

Kathy Lynn
ParentingToday
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Child-proof the house
for summertime safety
When spring arrived
last year I watched my
daughter and son-in-law
install bars on their living
room windows.

Their kids were at a
stage where they simply
loved to look out the
window and watch the
neighbourhood activities.
And, of course, looking
out meant leaning on the
screen. So their parents
decided to make it a safe
activity for the kids.

“There are not going to
be stories about my child
falling out the window,”
my daughter stated as she
installed the bars.

Every year, we read
stories about children
falling out of windows. It’s
a warm day, the windows
are open and the child
leans on the screen, which
gives way causing the child
to tumble to the ground.

Remember that kids are
curious and also love to
climb.They can be strong
enough to push open an
unlocked window and they

have no concept of the risk.
Kids start to climb

before they can walk.They
can pull themselves up
on a chair, from there to
a table and then they are
leaning against the window.
Screens are not strong
enough to hold a child
inside the room.

When kids are looking
out the window they are
not calmly sitting back
taking in the scene.They
are leaning forward,
pointing to the dog across
the street, straining to see
what is making a whirring
noise.They need good
strong protection from the

possibility of a fall.
It’s easy to say that

it’s a good idea to move
any household items
or furniture away from
windows but kids will find
a chair they can push, crawl
up on a table or go get a
small stool so they can look
out the window. It’s much
safer to make sure that with
bars, window guards or
locks that the windows are
strong enough to withstand
a child’s curiosity.

It’s also important to
pay attention to balconies
and decks. Move furniture
or planters away from the
edges so kids can’t climb
up and fall over. It’s even
safer to ensure that young
kids are not alone on a
balcony.

Make sure you talk
to your kids about the
dangers of opening
windows or leaning against
them.

Window and balcony
safety is an important
part of child-proofing
your home. Look at these
spaces through the eyes
of your child and never
underestimate his ability to

get onto the balcony or up
against the window.

In the warm weather
we are often more likely
to leave the door open to
create a crosswind. An
open door is an invitation
for an active toddler who
wants to explore the world.

The other day I was
in a backyard with some
youngsters and their dad
when we all realized that
the back door to the garage
was open as was the garage
door.The toddlers could
have easily run through
the garage and out onto
the street. It only takes a
minute.We closed both the
garage door and the back
door and all was well.

Active toddlers require
vigilance but if you create
a safe environment you will
all have a safe summer.

Kathy Lynn is a professional
speaker and author ofVive la
Différence, Who’s In Charge
Anyway? and But Nobody
Told Me I’d Ever Have to
Leave Home. If you want
to read more, sign up for her
informational newsletter at
parentingtoday

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

WHO: City of North Vancouver

WHAT: Coach House Process Simplification
Zoning Bylaw, 1995, No. 6700,
Amendment Bylaw, 2015, No. 8407
(Coach House Development Permit Approval)

WHEN: Monday, June 22, 2015 at 7:00 pm
in the Council Chamber

Notice is hereby given under the provisions of the Local Government Act, that
Council will consider issuance of the above Zoning Amendment Bylaw.

The proposed Zoning Amendment Bylaw would streamline the coach house
approval process by removing the requirement for a Council-approved
Development Variance Permit for coach houses larger than 800 square feet and/or
greater than one storey.

The effect of the Zoning Amendment Bylaw would be to allow 1.6 storey coach
houses up to 1,000 square feet through a Development Permit process to ensure
compliance with Coach House Development Permit Guidelines, with approval
delegated to staff.

All persons who believe they may be affected by the above proposal will be
afforded an opportunity to be heard in person and/or by written submission.
Written or electronic (email) submissions should be sent to Jennifer Ficocelli,
Deputy City Clerk, at jficocelli@cnv.org or by mail to City Hall.

Submissions must be received no later than 4:00 pm, Monday, June 22, 2015, to
ensure their availability to Council at the Public Hearing. Once the Public Hearing
has concluded, no further information or submissions can be considered by
Council.

The proposed Zoning Amendment Bylaw and backgroundmaterial will be
available for viewing at City Hall between 8:30 am and 5:00 pm, Monday to Friday,
except Statutory Holidays, from June 11, 2015 and online atwww.cnv.org/
publichearings.

Please direct inquiries toMichael Epp, City Planner, Community Development, at
mepp@cnv.org or 604.982.3936.
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eaton cognitive improvement centre
2446 Haywood Avenue
West Vancouver, BC V7V 1Y1

www.eatoncognitive.com

At the Eaton Cognitive
Improvement Centre in West
Vancouver we teach students of
all ages to rewire their brains and
overcome their challenges. Our
world-renowned program has
helped many children and adults:

! Strengthenweaker brain areas

! Gain confidence

! Achieve higher education
and employment

! Overcome learning difficulties

Call for a free assessment. No
matter how mild your learning
weakness may be, we can help.

Struggling with
learning difficulties?
Improve your brain for a lifetime of learning
at Eaton Cognitive Improvement Centre.

Realize your potential. Call us today! 604.264.8327
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