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LETTERS TOTHE EDITORmust include your name, full address and
telephone number. Send your letters via e-mail to: editor@nsnews.
com. The North Shore News reserves the right to edit any and/or all
letters based on length, clarity, legality and content. The News also
reserves the right to publish any and/or all letters electronically.MAILBOX

QUOTES OF THE WEEK:
Undisclosed, undiscussed and unconsidered.”

—A judgehalts theNorthernGatewaypipelineexpansiondue to lackof FirstNations consultation – a
decision thatmay factor into thependingKinderMorgancourt challenge (fromaJuly6news story).

Mount Seymour was one breath of wind away from going up.”

— IndianArmresidentWilliamMarshallwitnesses anearly-morning fire that claimed twoBrighton
Beachpropertiesbeforebeingextinguished (fromaJuly8news story).

He broke the entire windshield with his head.”

— RoyalCanadianMarineSearchandRescueofficer JaneMaisonville-Phillips recounts the
conclusionof suspect’s crimespreeacross theStrait ofGeorgia that endedafter he crasheda stolen
boat into rocksonBowen Island (fromaJuly8news story).

Dear Editor:
In response to let-

ters from Blaine Barden,
Redevelopment Invigorates
Edgemont, Mailbox June 29,
regarding development in
Edgemont and Jas Derham-
Reid, Lack of Affordable
Housing a Reality for ‘People
Like Us,’ Mailbox July 1,
regarding housing prices:

I agree with Mr. Barden
about the need for incor-
porating seniors’ housing
in our neighbourhoods,
however, comments about
development at Edgemont
omit mention of the dis-
appearance of small,
independent businesses that
provided services to the
community.

And while a slick new
multi-residence may spruce
up Edgemont, it will be at
the cost of the ambience
and livability that attracted
people to the North Shore
and to the disappear-
ing neighbourhoods that
brought character and

individuality to the com-
munities across the North
Shore. It’s already happened
in Vancouver on south
Granville and in Ambleside
in West Vancouver, to name
only two examples.

As Jas Derham-Reid
notes, the concepts of
affordable housing and liv-
ability are not factors in this
frenzied real estate market,
driven by rapacious realtors
and developers, abetted by
lax legislation and municipal
governments who count rev-
enue as the sole criterion for
measuring quality of life.

The “people like
you” comment noted by
Derham-Reid describes the
people who built the com-
munities we enjoy today
and illustrates the thuggish
behaviour of some realtors
who manipulate the market
and push legal boundaries
to further their own ends.

As one North Vancouver
resident noted to local gov-
ernment representatives at

a recent public meeting on
housing and heritage, “your
job is to work for us, and to
help us.”

If the sole asset is a
house, and it’s worth what-
ever this extreme market
will bear, the sole option
available is to sell.

Where the sellers will
live, and where their chil-
dren will live if they can’t
afford to participate in this
feeding frenzy (even after
selling that one asset) are
not factored into the plan-
ning our governments, at
every level, should be doing
on behalf of constituents.

To say this is reality
and “to suck it up” seems
to be the go-to response
from the people elected to
represent our interests – at
least those who choose not
to see beyond the dollar to
the non-measurable factors
that are essential to a livable
community.
Laura Anderson
West Vancouver

Livabilitymissing from
frenzied real estatemarket

ONLINECOMMENT
NSN STORY:
Editorial: Private Interests (June 28)

Jim Christoper: I have spent more than 40 years in education including decades
as a teacher, principal and superintendent in the public school system. Currently
I am Head of School at Kenneth Gordon Maplewood School, a school for children
with learning differences in North Vancouver. It is easy to categorize private
schools as the home of the elite who could easily pay for schooling without
taxpayer support. However, as a recent study demonstrated, those schools are a
small percentage of the hundreds of independent schools across the province that
provide unique services or alternative programs that don’t exist in the broader
public system. The students at these schools are from families of middle class
parents (and also taxpayers) who have chosen specialized programming for their
child. As support, the province gives these families 35 – 50 cents on every dollar
that they would have given them had their children been enrolled in public schools.
The families make up the rest. These are tax-paying British Columbians who are
being supported in making a choice in their child’s education.

When school starts in September, visit some of the local independent schools on
the North Shore and get the real picture of why we need to continue to support all
families in our community. Education should never be considered a “one size fits all”
proposition.

Followusandhaveyour say: Facebook: North ShoreNews, Twitter: @NorthShoreNews

Styrofoam and plastic bags can be recycled,
but not in your Blue Box or Cart.
Take these materials to a drop-off depot for recycling.

RECYCLE MORE
AT THE DEPOT

westvancouver.ca/collectioncnv.org/collectiondnv.org/zero-waste

• all materials must be clean
and sorted

• drop off depots may also
accept other items for
recycling, but not all depots
accept all items, check
before you go

North Shore Bottle Depot
235 Donaghy Avenue
604-985-9348

Lonsdale Bottle Depot
142 3rd Street West
604-980-2111

North Shore Bottle
& Return-It Depot
310 Brooksbank Avenue
604-924-3889

North Shore Recycling Depot
29 Riverside Drive

Owner
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