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Twowheels are not
our only option
Dear Editor:

People who live on the
North Shore are generally
active and enjoy the out-
doors. As such, they own
boats, trailers/campers,
ATVs, snowmobiles and other
equipment for “getting out
there.”

Our North Shore govern-
ments should understand
this! It’s who we are! And
while we may also own and
ride a bicycle, that’s not
going to cut it for towing any-
thing. Even those who live in
apartments want to enjoy the
outdoors and will require a
vehicle to enable it. It’s hard

to take all of your family’s
“stuff” on transit or your bike.
By not providing enough
residential parking, I believe
our governments think that
we’ll just give up on all of
this or that new people will
move in who don’t have cars.
Here’s the thing. If I live on
the North Shore, I often want
to go north to Squamish/
Whistler or south using our
freeway and two bridges.
While I no longer take my car
to downtown Vancouver, it
is my transport of choice for
everywhere else.
Carol Reimer
North Vancouver
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Josh Gardiner
North Vancouver
“I’ve actually never owned a
vehicle inmy life. I’m a life-
long pedestrian. ”

Yeonny Bailey
North Vancouver
“I walk to work. It’s close
enough, good for health.”

Erika Yamada
North Vancouver
“I walk to work because I live
nearby. I chose to live near
work, for convenience and
not having to wait in traffic.”

Emily Rolvink
North Vancouver
“I walk to work because I live
down the road andwork at
the hospital. ”

As adults, we should be setting
a good example for our youth
when it comes to getting
active through alternative
formsof transportation.
Canadian kids scored a dismal
D-minus onParticipAction’s
2015 report card on children’s
physical activity. Only 28 per
cent of kidswalk to school.
In NorthVancouver district,
nine per cent of daily trips
are donebywalking and two
per cent by cycling, according
to TransLink’s 2008 stats. So
whydon’twe embrace active
transportation?Weigh in at
nsnews.com.

—Maria Spitale-Leisk

Heather Strome
North Vancouver
“Yeah, I have a bike. You
haven’t spared any expense
when there’s already air in
the tires.”

Do you regularly walk or cycle?

HorseshoeBaygets ready to party

photography are close to the
same age (it’s astounding how
sharp images had become by
themid-19th century). Both
photographer and subjects
took the occasion very sol-
emnly. Just examine the faces.
I found one faint smile, and
that in an early 20th-century
photo.

Gratitude for this excel-
lent show for Uno Langmann,
owner of a top South Granville

antique store – full disclo-
sure, decades ago he put me
together frommy only bicycle
accident (doored by a nice
Triumph TR in Shaughnessy)
and droveme home. If I was
too shaken to express thanks,
here they are now, with
accrued interest.

Z Z Z

Horseshoe Bay is West
Van’s jauntiest village – this
month eclectically staging a
Taste of H.B., a beer tasting,

a community picnic, and,
on June 26, an art crawl.
Tomorrow, Saturday, starting
with a pancake breakfast at 9
a.m.: Anniversary celebrations
for Sewell’s boating operations
(85 years), Troll’s restaurant
(70), native art store Spirit
Gallery (25), and antique
store Lalli Loves It! (5) – Lalli
being the nickname of Laura
Blodgett, one of the most
charming exports the U.S. has
ever made to our country.

rtlautens@gmail.com
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Argyle
rebuild falls
short
Dear Editor:

So we are finally going to
get the long delayed Argyle
rebuild. When I read the
details, however, my relief
turned to shock. Why on earth
would they build a new school
with a capacity of just 1,200
when the current school has
more than 1,300?With all the
new condos being built in
Lynn Valley it seems stun-
ningly short-sighted. Perhaps
our MLA can stop patting her-
self on the back long enough
to explain the rationale behind
this bizarre decision.
Ray McLennan
North Vancouver
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Access to medical assistance in dying is
a matter that touches and challenges us
all.

When the Supreme Court of Canada
unanimously decided that Canadians
suffering unbearably have the right
to request assistance to end their
suffering, the question was no longer
whether Canada would permit medical
assistance in dying but about how our
country would do it.

After extensive consultation, Bill C-14
is the government’s response – one
I believe strikes a prudent, cautious
and responsible balance of a complex
myriad of competing societal values
and diverse perspectives on policy issues
that include protecting the vulnerable,
affirming life, preventing suicide,
supporting persons with disabilities,
respecting freedom of conscience and
the rights and needs of those who may
be asked to provide the assistance.

Policy focus
The policy choice made by the
government is to focus on persons who
are in an advanced state of irreversible
decline and whose natural deaths have
become reasonably foreseeable.

Canada’s Minister of Justice, my
colleague Jody Wilson-Raybould,
expressed it this way:

“The balance reflected in Bill C-14 is
that medical assistance in dying should
be a choice for Canadians about how
they die, so that they may have access
to a peaceful passing. The bill would
create a complex regulatory regime
to respect this choice and ensure it
is exercised in a voluntary and fully
informed manner. Equally, the criteria
ensure that, for Canadians who are not
declining toward death, the focus of
medicine remains on improving life, not
ending it.”

Initial concerns
When I initially reviewed Bill C-14
there were elements with which I had
concerns. First and foremost was its
prohibition of advance requests that
may be sought in circumstances where
persons are suffering from diseases such
as Alzheimer’s or dementia.

I, personally, would be interested in
being able to provide an advance
directive for a time when I no longer
had the mental competence to do so.

It is something I discussed at length
with the Minister of Justice and with a
number of my caucus colleagues. And
it was during these discussions that I
came to better appreciate the profound

complexity of the many considerations
associated with this legislation.

For example, what about a
circumstance where I have lost my
memory and am approaching the point
established in my advanced directive
but I remain relatively physically able
and appear reasonably happy? Will a
doctor willingly go into a room with me
and medically assist my death? Should
he or she?

The Alzheimer Society of Canada stated
in its public position paper that medical
assistance in dying should only be
possible when a person is competent at
the time the assistance is administered.
It says that advance requests not only
pose risks to vulnerable patients, but
they could also contribute to false
stereotypes, undermining its message
that it is possible to live well with this
disease. Further study on this issue is
the right policy.

Further studywon’t bedelayed
But Bill C-14 initially pushed off that
further examination for five years
on the advanced directive issue and
on issues involving the eligibility for
mature minors and requests where a
mental illness is the sole underlying
medical condition. I and many others
MPs were not comfortable with this
and raised the matter with the Minister
and colleagues.

I was pleased when the Government
accepted an amendment that requires
an independent review of these issues
to begin no later than 180 days after
the bill receives Royal Assent. It was
one of 16 amendments accepted by the
government as it listened to Canadians
to strengthen the proposed legislation.

Over the coming days, Senators will
debate how they feel the Bill can be
further strengthened. I believe that the
Ministers of Justice and Health are open
to incorporating further improvements
so long as such amendments are true to
the principles outlined above.

Bill C-14 is a responsible first step. It
provides in law for the continuation
of a thoughtful, evidence-based
conversation on these very challenging
and deeply sensitive and personal
matters.

Let’s get this right. Let’s learn from our
experience as we move cautiously and
responsibly forward.

Sponsored by the Electoral District
Association of North Vancouver, Liberal
Party of Canada.

Getting it right
onassisteddying


