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While this year’s smaller-
than-normal snowpack
is not expected to impact
the North Shore’s water
supply this summer,
MetroVancouver has put
some water reserves in its
back pocket in case of a
drought.

Snowpack measurements
conducted in the Seymour
and Capilano watersheds
by Metro staff in early April
suggest the spring run-off is
expected to be well below
normal, but there is no
cause for alarm, according
to NorthVancouver City
Mayor Darrell Mussatto,
Metro’s utilities committee
chair.

“The reality is, the
snowpack is not as big an
issue as people think it is,”
said Mussatto.

In fact, rainfall is what
the reservoirs rely on to
stay stocked with fresh
drinking water throughout
the summer. Metro also
has water reserves in three
alpine lakes that it can
tap into, and the ability to
secure extra H2O from the
Coquitlam reservoir, which
is managed by BC Hydro.

In April, the water level
reading at the Capilano
reservoir was 99 per cent of

summer storage capacity,
while Seymour Lake was at
87 per cent capacity. As of
last week, both lakes are in
good shape at 99 per cent
capacity, thanks to some late
April snowfall.

Still, Metro is not taking
any chances and has taken
steps to ensure they are well

stocked with water for the
summer. “We are able to
purchase extra water should
we need it in dry spells, and
this year we’ve secured a
bit more than we normally
would,” said Mussatto.

Each year the regional
district asks BC Hydro to
set aside a specific amount

of water. In 2014, Metro
paid Hydro $630,000 for
50,000 million litres, while
this year it’s asking for an
extra 18,200 million litres
for a total cost of $862,000.

Metro is also working
on a long-term plan to
revise its licence agreements
with BC Hydro to secure

more drinking water for the
future, and to increase the
capacity of the North Shore
reservoirs.

Just last week a new
tunnel connecting the
Capilano reservoir with the
new Seymour-Capilano
Filtration Plant came online.
Under the new filtration
system, up to 1.8-billion
litres of pure drinking water
is pumped out per day.

In an effort to preserve
this precious commodity,
Metro has mounted a
campaign that aims to
educate people on how
to not waste a drop of the
mountain fresh water.

Since 2009, when the
region experienced a severe
water shortage, Metro has
implemented stringent
summer lawn-sprinkling
restrictions; watering is now
limited to mornings before
9 a.m.

The regional district

also established a target for
reducing per capita water
use during peak periods
by five per cent by 2015. A
recent Metro staff report
revealed regional water
consumption has dropped
by 2 per cent per capita
each year since 2010 on
days of peak water use, but
an increase in population
means the overall use is still
up.

Mussatto said a move
towards installing low-
flush toilets in homes
and workplaces is helping
with water conservation
efforts, but there is a more
immediate action residents
can take: give up their green
lawns.

“The other thing we ask
people to do is, if you don’t
mind looking at brown
grass,” said Mussatto.
“Grass doesn’t die, it just
goes dormant in the dry
seasons.”
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Any remaining illusion, in the
eyes of the world, that Canada is
serious about climate change was
shattered last week by the Harper
government’s release of its latest
targets to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions.

Six weeks after missing a United
Nations deadline to submit its
targets, Canada unveiled a promise
to reduce our emissions by 30%
from 2012 levels by 2030.

That’s less than targets set out by
any other industrialized country
in advance of a critical global
conference in Paris this year. And,
as international commentators
were quick to point out, Canada’s
promise just isn’t credible as we have
failed to achieve all our previous
global commitments.

As recently as last December,
Environment Canada said that
the country is on track to get only
halfway to our 2020 emissions
commitment agreed to by Mr.
Harper just six years ago.

Roguestate
The beginning of Canada’s decline
to a climate change rogue state was
signalled by Mr. Harper several
years ago when, referring to the first
global forum on climate change, he
said famously: : “Kyoto is a socialist
plot intended to suck wealth from
the first world.”

Since then, his government has
dramatically reduced its support for
climate research, cut major federal
programs supporting renewable
energy development, gutted decades’
worth of environmental legislation
and muzzled government scientists.

The fine print of last week’s
announcement outlines emission
standards for most sectors of
the economy – with the dubious
exception of the oil sands. And the
document leaves open the possibility
that Canada will not make the
30% cut solely based on our own
emissions, but will purchase offsets
from countries that do.

Weknowwhat todo
Canada can achieve meaningful
targets. Justin Trudeau has put
forward a Liberal blueprint to lead
collaboratively with the provinces
on an action plan. (More in this
space next week on how a Liberal
government would restore Canada’s
international respect and credibility
on climate change.)

This is a defining issue of our time.
It affects our children and the kind
of world we are leaving them like no
other.

It’s what motivated me to spend the
past 17 years working as a leader in
BC’s clean technology sector. And it’s
a key reason why I left the private
sector a year ago to work to become
your Member of Parliament in
North Vancouver.

If you care about climate change and
the future of the planet and want
to see a government that will take
decisive and effective action, the
upcoming federal election is your
chance. Join us.

You are invited to attend “Building
a Better Canada: A Community
Conversation with Jonathan
Wilkinson” at the John Braithwaite
Community Centre, 145 1st St W,
May 21st @ 7:00 p.m.

ClimateChange: Canada’s Shame

MISS SHAKESPEARE
A NEW MUSICAL FROMTHE CREATORS OF CHELSEA HOTEL

J. CAESAR

PLAYING IN REPERTORY WITH

ADAPTED FROM SHAKESPEARE

10th
A N N I V E R S A R Y

kaymeekcentre.com
604.981.6335

The Escape Artists in association with MusicalTheatreWorks and Kay Meek Centre present

It’s the 1600’s and women are banned from the stage, but the suppressed
female mind is finding it difficult to stay... well, suppressed.

A psychological drama of struggle between the conflicting
demands of honour, patriotism and friendship.

MAY 21-29

3 shows only!

4 shows only!
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