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Too many recyclables, organic waste ends up in the landfill

KELLY SINOSKI

WANCOUVER SUN

Metro Vancouver's waste
stream continues to be littered
with an over-abundance of food
and plastics, but paper prod-
ucts aren’t piling up as much
they onece were.

A 2013 wasle composition
monitoring study suggests
food scraps remain the |
est component of the overall
waste stream, accounting for
30 per cent of all waste — and
almost 42 per cent of waste
from multi-family homes.

The I'ln(lin;,a come as Metro
Vancouver is in the midst of
food waste from

s across the region,
effective next year.
l\mhen tr ish cans will be ol"f-

— including e\'erytllinp from
tea bags and mashed potatoes
to greasy paper towels and
chicken bones — which are to
be dumped into lawn clipping
bins for curbside collection.
Metro Vancouver hopes to

divert 70 per cent of the region’s
waste from landfills by 2015 —
up from 55 per cent now — and
8o per cent by 2020, Metro is
consulting with municipalities,
restaurants, grocery stores
bage haulers and other stake-
holders on how to implement

the plan.
The ar t of disposed plas-
tics, p rly packaging

and plastic films, has risen in
the past two vears with poly-
styrene the most prevalent
recyelable plastic material still
being disposed of in the region.
The study noted that typically
recycled plastics represent
quantities of the observed

Paper in the waste stream
continues to fall in tonnage and
percentage.

The study analyzed the com-
position of te from sin-
gle- and multi-family homes,
industrial, commercial and
institutional facilities and the
garbage dropped off by self-
haulers at regional facilities.
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Compostable organics — food, wood and yard and garden material — accounted
for the bulk of Metro's waste in 2012, as the main graphic shows. The smaller graph-
ics show the percentage of organics among waste dumped, by source.
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