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The balmy
temperatures and sunshine
are thanks to a “broad
scale upper ridge” system
that has been hanging over
the province for much of
this winter.

“It’s been shunting
away more of the Arctic
air,” she said. “It’s shielded
the province from all the
other weather systems that
have been coming in from

the Pacific. Think of it as a
giant umbrella.”

Ridges like this one
tend to be persistent,
Coldwells said.

The meteorologist
added that Environment
Canada’s weather models
predict the ridge will hang
about for approximately
another two weeks.

That means
temperatures a few degrees
above the seasonal average,
very little precipitation and

extremely high freezing
levels.
“If you like wearing shorts
at 10 C, it looks like
you’ve got a good week of
this. My shorts threshold
is a little bit higher,” she
said.

But all good things
must come to an end.
Coldwells said she predicts
the ridge will start moving
east allowing a new “zonal
flow” to move in either
from the west or north.

Balmy temps, sunshine to
continue through February
From page 3

BRENTRICHTER
brichte@nsnews.com

It never happens when you
want it to.

North Shore Rescue
members were being
celebrated at the opening
night of Vancouver
International Mountain
Film Festival Friday
evening when duty called.

North Vancouver
RCMP paged the
volunteer team around
7 p.m. to request help
finding a 68-year-old
woman who had taken her
golden retriever puppy for
a walk on Mount Fromme
in the early afternoon and
not returned.

NSR sent in several

ground teams to comb the
mountain bike trails where
the woman was known
to walk her dog, as well
as the east bank and west
banks of Lynn Creek.

Without help on the
way, the woman had little
hope of getting out on her
own, Pope said.

“We were getting a
little bit worried because
we had been searching for
a while and, no luck,” he
said. “She didn’t have any
means of communication.
No cellphone or satellite
beacon.

She had no navigation
tools — a map, compass
or GPS — and she had no
light, so once it got dark
she was completely stuck
and couldn’t do much but
just crawl under a log and
wait for help.”

North Shore Rescue
members used loud-hailers
and parachute flares in
hopes their subject would
notice the commotion
and call out for help. It
was the pup who first
heard the team’s calls and

started barking, allowing
searchers to hone in
on their location about
three kilometres up the
Big Cedar Trail, a non-
sanctioned and poorly
marked path that runs
north from the mountain
biking area.

“She was cold and wet
and really glad to see us
but she wasn’t injured,”
Pope said.

By the time the ground
team walked her out
around 1 a.m., the soirée
and film at Centennial
Theatre were over.

“That’s what we’re here
for. It’s never at the most
opportune time but we
were happy to help out,”
Pope said.

The incident
underscores the risk of
going into the backcountry
unprepared, even for a
short while, Pope said.

“Things can go wrong
even on a short dog walk.
The key is being prepared
for these types of mishaps
when you’re hiking in the
forest,” he said.
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answer search
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woman,puppy

“Build it and they will come.”

That famous line from the film Field
of Dreams applies to the widening of
Highway 1 between the Port Mann and
the Ironworkers Memorial bridges. And
it highlights the reality that we’re living
in a field of dreams if we truly believe
we can build ourselves out of our
current congestion nightmare - and why
investment in public transit is key.

Predictably, motorists have flocked to
use the extra lanes. The problem for the
North Shore, however, is the widened
traffic funnel ends at the Ironworkers
Bridge. Traffic engineers familiar with
the Highway 1 project tell me, “We’ve
just moved the bottleneck to the Second
Narrows.”

Like a root canal
It’s no coincidence that “the Cut”
has become a regular topic of North
Shore conversation akin to a root canal
ever since the Highway 1 project was
completed.

I welcome planned projects like the
Highway 1 at Mountain Highway
Interchange - scheduled for completion
in 2018. It will enhance safety but
won’t make much of a dent in overall
congestion, traffic engineers tell me.

We need to further upgrade our road
network, to be sure. Enhancements,
for example, are needed to the
Ironworkers’ merge lanes which were
built to a standard that is obsolete.
Longer acceleration lanes are required
to more effectively and safely merge
vehicles into traffic. But here again,

at the end of the day, that will only
enable more vehicles onto the highway
– worsening congestion.

“Eat your vegetables”
I realize that advocating for more
and better public transit can sound
like your mother telling you to eat
your vegetables. But how many more
kilometers of asphalt do we need to
realize your mother was sometimes
right?

There is no single silver bullet. While
improved public transit is key, it alone
will not fully solve our congestion
issues. Solutions will require many
levers that may include a focus on how
we might shift traffic volumes away
from peak times – given that 21 hours a
day our bridges have adequate capacity.

Justin Trudeau has stated that Canadian
cities are the engines of Canadian
economic growth and that a Liberal
government will increase investment in
municipal infrastructure with transit
being a key priority.

But there’s a broader question here:
What do Canadians envision their
cities will be in the 21st century? And
transportation is a key part of that.

I am looking forward to being part of
a federal Liberal government that will
lead a national conversation about how
our cities can best make the difficult
transition toward a balanced and
sustainable urban transportation model.

Because if we build it – they will come.
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FOR LEISURE GUIDE PICK-UP LOCATIONS,

REGISTRATION INFO ANDMORE, VISIT

westvancouverrec.ca

AVAILABLE ONLINE

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18
READY FOR PICK-UP

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25

REGISTRATION STARTS

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4
6 a.m. for West Vancouver residents; 8 a.m. everyone welcome.

AQUATIC REGISTRATION

FRIDAY, MARCH 13

join the fun!

WEST VANCOUVER
SPRING & SUMMER
LEISURE GUIDE

facebook.com/westvanrec

twitter.com/westvanrec

To avoid delays when registering
for anyWest Vancouver Community
Centre, Aquatic Centre or Ice Arena
programs, please buy or renew
yourWest Vancouver Community
Centres Societymembership prior
to registration day on March 4.

Salmon, Trout, & More
Support your localStreamkeepers

www.pskf.ca
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