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Metro residents are being asked to vote for a 0.5 per cent sales tax rise to help fund transit enhantements.

Stunning turnaround
of the anti-taxers

Plebiscite: But
Yes proponents
discover that
people may vote
as taxpayers —
not as citizens

oliticians and bnsinesslead-

ers have talked way more

abont cutting taxes for poor
beleaguered taxpayers for tire past
30 years than they have about
the valuable services lax money
previdces,

‘through goud times and
bad, the political debutes have
tocused on debt reduction. defi-
citl-fighting. dercgulation, priva-
tization, selling off public assels
to balance the books and sham-
ing these who rely on public pro-
grams to pay the rent or feed
their children.

So, it’s no surpris¢ now, as
Melro Vancouver residents are
asked te vote for a 0.5 per cent
increase on sales tax to pay for
bridges, buses, Seabuses and
light-rail transil, that: a) they
don’t want te because theyre
convinced they're hard-done by
taxpavers; and, b) they find it
hard to trwst ail these folks who
havc se swiftly changed gears
from laxes are bad to vote Yes
formore.

Why would it be any different?
Along with the Fraser Institute,
the Canadian Taxpayers Fed-
eration has been at this a long
timewith clever campaigns and
awards ceremonies where an
adult dressed up as & pig helps
hand out pig-topped trophics te
wasleful publicofficials.

With the No side support,
they're reaping what they've
sowll,

But they're not alone. Plenty of
other fiscally conseivative, anti-
tax, small-government-is-better
promoters are also seeing the
truits of Lheir labours. Although
it's not in the way they might
have imagined. since they re
staunch supportcers of the Yes
side.

2funong them arethe Vancouver
Board of Trade, which launched
the first federal debt ctock 25

years ago, and the B.C Chamber
of Comuerce, which admitsthat
B.C.'s taxcs arc among the lewest
veustill deeries Lhe erosion in tax
compctitiveness.

After years of appealing 1o our
limited self-interest, anti-taxers
— baoth groups and individuals
— now want us to voluntarily
}}B)’ more.

Buddenly, theyre telling us
how essential public utilities like
roads and transit are for cvery-
one’s wealth, health and happi-
ness, Tor the good of us all and
for fulure generations, they're
begfng us tevote Yes.

I’s a stunning turnarouind.
Afterall theseyearsof telling us
to look at budgets through the
lens of “What's in it for me?”,
theyre now asking us to look at
this plan and censider what'sin
itfor atl of us.

What they're asking is for us to
not act like taxpayers this time.
They're asking us to act like
cilizens.

The surprise is that nobody —
least ofall Premier Christy Clark
— seems te have given it more
than a pausing thought before
blundering ahead with this
plebiscitc.

Maybe wce've lost the capacity
Lo be good cilizens. Maybe the
notion of the common good has
heen convineed out of us.

We've certainly lost some of
the capacity in Metro Vancou-
ver. In 2012, a third of residents

surveyed said they're estranged
from community, lonely,
disengaged.

Yet they also said theyrelatgely
uninterested in getting to knew
their neighbours.

Add te that the fact that so
many people are in debt up to
theircveballs and il docsna’l scem
as il there's a very Iirm base on
whieh Lo build a consensus for
spending more for the public
good.

Of course, it's pessible that this
plebiscite is a watershed and that
people will be cenvinced te vote
as citizens, 1ot taxpaycers.

The Yes side isa surprisingly
disparate coalitionthat spansthe
political spectium and includes
business groups, eyclists, covi-
ronmentalisls, lrade unions,
students, doctors. anti-powerty
advocales and archilects.

It's a vare public display ofthc
fact that Canadianstraditionally
have ot been averse to raising
taxes to spend on publie works
o1 for the publicgood.

When the federal government
polled Canadians last year abeut
what made them proud to be a
citizen, they overwhelmingly
chese publicly funded mecdicare.

When asked in Nevember, 8o
percent of Canadians told ipsos
Reid pellsters that ending child
poverty should be a national
priority.

And ask even many No voters
if more money should be spent
on lransil and they'il say yes. But
they don’t trust politicians with
the money.

As taxes went down over the
past 30 years, distrust of politi-
ciansrose.

Voter turnoul dropped too,
although pavadoxically. it’s never
been those who have benefiled
most from tax cuts who stayed
home — it's those whohave been
hurt the most by service cuts,
including young people and the
poor, who are less likely to vote.

The challenge for the Yes
side’s broad coalition is not
only appealing to people’s bet-
ter naturc: it needs to convinee
them Loact oniit.
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Comparing apples
to oranges.

Universality to
specifics. - cjk

Municipal taxes
have far exceeded
CPI over the past
10 years. - cjk
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