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MenD ,e,Ident, a,e beln& .. ked to oot. 10' � 0.5 per <tnt •• Ie. t.x ,I"" to �Ip lund l,on.1I ennaIKemenl •. 

Stunning turnaround 
of the anti-taxers 
Plebiscite: But 
Yes proponents 
discover that 
people may vote 
as taxpayers -
not as citizens 

P 
oliticialls�r>d bn,in"""l""d· 
ers ba"e talked way more 
aoom ,,"ttillR 1<""" for poor 

beleaguered t &XIXl}..,rn for ti", 1"''' 
30 years Ihnn Ihcy ho,"" about 
the , ... Iuahle ..,n�"". tax money 
pl"Q\,d.::s. 

Though goud ti mu and 
h.d. Ihc p ol ilical del"'t, .. ho,.e 
focused on debl reduclion. d efi· 
cit.fiRMin\\-d"n."I(ulalio". I"i,·a· 
t;,. .. lion. :wUing offpuhlic aS>;el" 
to bal.n"" the books and sham· 
ing tbos<l who rely on pllbllo pro
grams to pay the rent or r""d 
thci, child,en. 

So. it"s no surprise no,,'. OS 
Metro Vancuuver resid"nt. ore 
asked 10 '"Q!C for a 0.5 �r cent 
incre •• e on .. I"" laX 10 pay for 
bridges, bu' .... 5"obu,,,, �nd 
lighl·rail transil. that: a) they 
don't "'anl 10 b.!c.use they're 
con,incro Ih"y'", hord.don .... by 
taxpayers; and. b) Ihc}' find it 
hord to "",I oil these folks ... ho 
ha,.c '0 .wiftly changed gears 
from tue. are h.d to \"ote Yes 
formore. 

Why would il he .ny differenP 
A.long with the F,..,eT In,tilule. 
the Canadian Tupa y er. fed· 
�ration has be.!n at tbis a long 
time ... ith eI"'ver c�ml",ign' and 
"ward. ceremonies wh�re an 
adult d�d Ill' 3$. pig help! 
hand oul piK·topP<--..! lrophi"" 10 

wastefulpublicofficial<. 
Witl, the No side ""I,port. 

they're reaping what they', ·" 
"",·n. 

Bul lh"y"re oot alone. Plent)" ,.r 
OIlier fi"'ally con,en'oti"e, anti· 
tax .• mall.&",·emrnent·i ... bettcT 
promoters .. " also seeing the 
fmit .. of thcir I.hou ...  A.lihouj(h 
;1', not in the war they might 
h.,·e imagined . • ince the}·'T" 
staunch supponcrs of the Yes 
side. 

,\mong them are the Vaneom'cr 
Board of Trude, which launch....! 
the first fodernl debt dock "5 

years aKO. and the B.C .  Chamber 
of Commerce. wbieh odmitslhat 
R.C:. t",xes are among Ihe low ...... 
yet .Iill decrics the erosion in ta.' 
compr::tili'·�nts8. 

After )·e .... of appealing to our 
limil..-d ,elf·interest. anti·t"""", 
- hoth group' and ind i,·idual. 
� now ,,'ont us to vol unlarily 
)"1)' 11\0"'. 

Suddenly. they're lplling u "  
h",,' <>SSentiol public utililies like 
ro.J. and lran.it a", for e''''I")·· 
,>ne's we.lih. he.lth ."d h"ppi. 
"""". for the Koo<I of us all and 
(nr future generations. Ihe)"'" 
heAAillR uS 10 ,.ote Yes. 

I t', • stunning lur na ro uud . 
Aftprail lhes"y""rsof ielling,," 
tn look at h udgets Ihrough the 
lens of ·What's in it for me?·. 
th�'y're now asking'" to look at 
this pl"n and consid", what's in 
it f oT all ol u •. 

Whol ther"'" asking is for us to 
nol act like laxp.yers Ihis time. 
Thcy're askinK us to act like 
citi�en •. 

The 'u'1'ri:Sc i, thai nobo<ly
le .. t ofall l'remierChri'ty Clock 
- wems 10 ha,'e gi"cn it ",orc 
than a I>a,,"�ing Ihour,ht hefore 
blundering ahead with this 
plebis<ite. 

M�)'he w c'ye lost lhe capacit)" 
t<> be 8'>od cit i,e n'. Ma}'hc Ihc 
notion of the oommon good has 
1><. .. :11 """,in","<1 oul of "s. 

We·,.e eeruinl}" lost $omc of 
the cap.cily in Melro Vanwu· 
'·M. In 2Q12, a Ihird of r""idenu 

.un·�"}·..-d ,aid they'", estrang��1 
f r o m  � o m m u n i t y ,  londy, 
di,..,n�aged. 

Yet ih,,}' also said thej're lorgely 
unimer".ted in Kelting tn k,IO'" 

their neighbours. 
Add 10 that Ihe fact tbat so 

manr people are in Jebt up to 
the;T c}'eh.111$ and it d", .. n·1 St...,m 
as if therc', a "ery firm hase 011 

whieh to build a wn,ensu, ror 
'I'ending more for ,he public 
good. 

Of roI'rse, it's poWble thot this 
plebiscite is a watershed and th.t 
people "ill be COTl\incro 10\"ote 
"s cili,en •. not ta.�pare .... 

The Yeo .ide i s .  ,u'pri,in!!,l)" 
di.parate coalition Ihat Sl"'ns the 
1�,litical spectrum and indud, .. 
bu.ine .. groups, "}· ... Ii.t •. "n,.;· 
ronmentali.t •. trade union •. 

students. doctors. anti·po,·eny 
.d,""cat.,. and aTchit�""t". 

It'. a,..re publk di.play ofthc 
fact thM Canadianstrnditionolly 
ha,'c not been awrs" to raisin� 
tax ... 10 spend on p"blie ,,·ork. 
(lr lor the p"blie good. 

When the (ede",l SO\'emme nt 
polled Can.di.ns 1 •• 1 year about 
what made them ]>r oud tn be a 
e1ti,en. Ihey o"erwbelmingly 
eh""" p uhlicly fu"d� .. 1 mL�\iCllre. 

When .sked in 1"'0'·emb.!r. So 
percenl of Canadians told Ipsns 
Reid pollsters lhal ending ebild 
I""'er ly .hould be a nat ional 
priorit}·. 

,\nd ask ""en ,oany No ,'oters 
if more money should be spenl 
on Ir.n,it and Ihey11 .. )" }·e •. flul 
they don't trust politicians ";110 
the mooey. 

A, lax,", ,,'ent do\\"n o,'er Ihe 
I'a,t 3(} yea .. , di,t",,' of politi · 
cians rnse. 

VoteT turnnut dropl,ed too. 
"\thou� p",..doxkallr. ifs n",'cr 
1><...,,, Ihose Who h.,·e b"nefit�-..! 
most frnm tax cuts who stayed 
home _ it". thosewhoha,.., been 
huTt the mo't by ,en'ice <ut •• 
inch"ling }"ung l""'l'le and Ihe. 
poor. who are less likely to ,·ote. 

The c h a l lenge for the Yes 
.ide·s broad coalition is nol 
only appealing to people', hel· 
tcr nature; il rwei!. to <o,win"" 
th"m lo.ct on il. 
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Comparing apples to oranges. Universality to specifics. - cjk
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Municipal taxes have far exceeded CPI over the past 10 years. - cjk




