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Root causes of congestion aremany
revenue before we break
even.Why? Did none of
our politicians think of
ignoring past and present
lobbyists and putting
projects to a fair tendering
process for a fixed-price

contract?
For North Shore

readers – $75 million
of those dollars would
buy three new SeaBuses,
leaving $115 million for
a revamped Taylor Way
intersection and other
regional needs.

Now let’s talk
“improved” congestion:

The Expo, Millennium
and Canada Lines reduced
congestion, right?

Please don’t shout; it’s
rude.

If efficient public
transit systems prevent

congestion, the City of
London I left in 1956
should have been a beacon
to the world.

If transit was the be-all
and end-all, why did traffic
flow so smoothly during
Vancouver’s four-month
bus strike in 2001?

The facts show
that the root cause of
congestion has many faces
— uncontrolled growth;
failure to co-ordinate
construction projects;
developers’ carts put before
local infrastructure horses,
lack of emergency controls

and designated alternate
routes in the event of major
obstructions, out-of-date
traffic-light sequencing,
inflexible work schedules
that cause daily peak rush
hours – all play a part in
creating congestion.

Some interesting
discussions of congestion
issues and deterrents can
be found at: roadpricing.
blogspot.ca/2013/02/10-
years-of-londons-congestion-
charge.html and by
Googling “Central
London: congestion
charging impacts — sixth
annual report.”

Finally, only because
full commentary would
be book-length, it is well
worth considering an
answer given me by Patrick
Condon, a University of
British Columbia professor
with more than 25 years
of expertise in sustainable
urban design. “The
plebiscite,” Condon said,
“is a terrible idea.

“By foisting this on
us, the province has
abrogated its responsibility.
It is the province that
runs TransLink, not
the mayors and it has
been the province that
has consistently chosen
expensive transit systems
— the Millennium, Canada
and Evergreen lines —
based on SkyTrain when
local authorities, again and
again, have favoured much
cheaper light-rail systems,”
he said.

Explaining that those
poor choices mean
TransLink must pay for
them “each and every year
for decades,” Condon
concluded. “It is these
debt-servicing costs that
are contributing greatly to
the need for the additional
taxes that are now the
subject of this plebiscite.”

How true.
rimco@shaw.ca

VIEWPOINT

from page 7

Dear Editor:
I’m getting weary of all

the scare mongering that
we have to voteYes.

I have no bus service
where I live in West
Vancouver.There is not
enough money from
TransLink for this service.
Walking and cycling is
impossible due to the steep
terrain. Do I think this will
change if I voteYes ... don’t
think so.
Ina McMillan
West Vancouver

Stop the scare
mongering

Look for your ballot in the mail and vote YES.
Check out the Plan at mayorscouncil.ca

50% MORE SEABUS SERVICE
Save time and wait less with service every 10 minutes

during rush hour and every 15 minutes throughout the

rest of the day.

3 NEW B-LINE RAPID BUS ROUTES
Enjoy more frequent rapid bus service every 5 minutes

during peak hours on Marine Drive and Lonsdale, and all

day over the Lions Gate and Second Narrows Bridge.

MORE BUS SERVICE
Increased service with more buses on the North Shore

will ensure you save time and wait less – whether you’re

travelling by transit or car.

Why should
North Shore vote YES?

Together, these projects and many more meet the demands of an expected population

growth of 1 million in the next 30 years, which would otherwise put unimaginable strain

on an already overcrowded transportation network.

Voting YES in the upcoming Transit and Transportation Referendum will reduce the

costs of congestion by 33% and improve the quality of life for everyone. All for less than

35 cents a day per household. Vote YES for a faster commute, a stronger economy and

a better environment.
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