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Silent spring is already
here in treeless blocks

Dear Editor:
I do not even recognize

the North Shore of my
childhood and certainly the
Vancouver I once knew.

From the demolishing
of fine homes and shadow
flipping, to the 100 people
having to live in their cars on
the North Shore to the story
of an 82-year-old lady having
to go to a shelter because of
a (rental apartment renova-
tion) ... it’s unbelievable.

It is high time we brought
back affordable rental hous-
ing and co-ops and we sent
the developers and their
expensive self-serving strata
condos packing.

The City of Vancouver is
literally at a breaking point.
You do not need the Urban
Development Institute’s
vision of more densification
by creating more stratified,
extremely expensive condos.
You need apartment blocks
of rent-controlled housing
and a Canadian citizenship
requirement for all real-estate
purchases. Goodbye, foreign
ownership.

It is absolutely criminal
that the average house
price is well out of reach of
Canadians and unforgivable
the (provincial) budget does
nothing to address this. We
do not need more studies.

It is painfully obvious we
should act immediately. The
budget announcement of a
$100-million prosperity fund
is disgraceful when you have
those on disability worse off
now than before the budget.

With food bank use on
the rise and more children
in poverty than ever before,
you would think that money
could be spent now, not set
aside for a ridiculous fantasy.

Please write to your MLA
and tell them how outraged
you are about this. Perhaps if
enough us do, we can make a
difference.
Rachel McDonnell
Victoria, B.C.

Provincial budget ignores
thosemost in need of help

Dear Editor:
I was heartened to

see your Feb. 21 headline
that West Vancouver is
to consider measures to
preserve its urban tree
canopy. When I first saw
aerial photos of Greater
Vancouver some 40 years
ago, West Van and much
of the North Shore jumped
out as green oases. Over
the past 10 years, once-
verdant blocks in Ambleside
and Dundarave have been
rendered almost treeless by
relentless redevelopment
and the gratuitous removal
of beautiful, healthy trees.
Reasons cited for tree
removal are that they block
sunlight and views, are

“dirty” in shedding leaves
and needles, or cause bad
feng shui. While retained
large trees soften the visual
impacts of new construc-
tion and help preserve the
neighbourhood streetscape,
it has become standard
procedure to clear-cut build-
ing lots stem to stern. Often
all that is replanted is lawn
and a few small trees and
shrubs, ensuring that the
urban canopy will never be
restored.

West Vancouver is doing
important and sensitive
restoration work along its
foreshore. The lack of any
protection for the upslope
urban forest that provides
wildlife habitat, shade and

at least some semblance of a
natural ecosystem, is a huge
oversight. As for the argu-
ment that private property
rights give one the right to
obliterate landscapes and
disrespect your neighbours
– this is West Vancouver
2016, and not the wild west.
With spring approaching,
take a walk through a well-
treed neigbourhood, hear
the songbirds and squirrels,
and breathe in the scent of
the cedars and fir. Contrast
this to the sad bleakness
of blocks dominated by
steroidal new construction –
there, the “silent spring” has
already arrived.
David Sheffield
West Vancouver

Full up and fed up onNorth Shore
Dear Editor:

On Feb. 4 it took me over
an hour to get from Lonsdale
Avenue to the 15th Street exit
in West Vancouver at 4 p.m. A
family member was gridlocked
on the highway trying to get to
Deep Cove for two and a half
hours. We were fortunate, as a
neighbour was unable to cross
the Second Narrows bridge
for three and a half hours – so

much for living on the North
Shore.

I hear (another) massive
highrise apartment is to be
built in the (Seylynn Village)
area of North Vancouver. How
do they get to work? They
drive of course. Who are all
these jokers who are giving
out building permits? Tell
themwe have a population
explosion.

We are full. Our two bridges
should have notices on their
entrances “nomore room, we
are full.” Full up, and fed up.

Where do we go when
the promised earthquake
strikes and we have to evacu-
ate, maybe take ferries to
Squamish or swim for it as the
highway is in rubble?
Jessie Tompkins
West Vancouver

Historic home holds happymemories
Dear Editor:

Re: Historic Grand Blvd
Home Gets Makeover, Jan.
29 news story.

My wife and I read this
article with interest and
appreciation, but it con-
tained an omission. There
have been, in fact, three
owners – first E.V. Young
and his wife, and then most

recently the Hendersons.
Between them, however,
were my parents G.R.E.
Wilkins and his wife Joan,
who were there from for a
period in the late 1950s to
early 1960s. They eventu-
ally sold to the Hendersons
before moving to the Gulf
Islands. (This was partly
because my father was

appalled by a sudden rise
in the property taxes –
still a timely topic today!)
However, my own family
has many happy memories
of the house, and it is good
to know it’s likely to remain
much as it has been, at least
externally.
Geoff Wilkins
North Vancouver

Myths and Facts…
and theNewMuseumProject

Werespectfully requestNorthVancouverCityCouncil activelyworkwith the
NorthVancouverMuseumandArchives to identify and secure a viable location
for anewmuseum.

Let’smove forwardon thebasis of fact rather thanmyth.

Sincerely,

Friendsof theMuseumandArchives Society

Weall know that if amyth is repeatedoftenenough, thatmyth caneventually
beperceivedas fact.

Such is thedanger in the aftermathofNorthVancouverCityCouncil’s decision
to scuttle the campaign for anewmuseum in theShipyard’s PipeShopand the
need tonow look for analternative site.

Let’s set the record straight so that the search for a viable alternative location
to thePipeShop is grounded in fact – rather thanmisinformation.

MYTH
NorthVancouveronly needs a small-scalemuseum, not the15,500 sq. ft.
oneplanned for thePipeShop.

FACT
Architects andconsultants have completed seven feasibility studies
involving thenewmuseum.Given the size (20,000artifacts) and
significanceof themuseumcollection, amuseumof closer to20,000
square feet is recommended.

Studieshavealso concluded thenewmuseumconcept, focusedon the
extraordinary storyofNorthVancouver,wouldattract locals andvisitors
alike– contributing significant tourismrevenue to the local economy.

MYTH
Asmallermuseumwould require less on-goingfinancial support.

FACT
Asmallermuseumcouldhavehighernet annual operating costs if it is
in a less desirable location that cannot generate asmuch revenue from
admissions, facility rentals, retail sales, fundraising andmemberships.

FACT
ThenewmuseumwasNOTplanned to rundeficits. Its financialmodel
includes an11%fundraising componentdesigned toavoiddeficits.Due
to thegenerosity andcommitmentof community supporters and the
responsiblefiscal oversight of aCity/DistrictCommission, theMuseum
hasenjoyedanoperating surplus for over adecade. If a gapbetween
expenses and revenueswere toemerge, action toaddress itwouldbe
taken immediately.

MYTH
Themuseumproposalwasnot “fiscally responsible.” “City taxpayers are
going tohave to foot thebill for a$170,000annual operatingdeficit.”

MYTH
TheMuseum’s failure to reach theCity’sDecember31st capital fundraising
deadlinemeans a lackof public support.

FACT
Thecampaign reached89%of its $10milliongoalwithin40%of the
originally designed timeline.While the fundraisingplan called for a
timelineof42months,CityCouncil imposedadeadlineof17months.
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