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Homeless numbers on the rise, despite efforts

‘Unacceptable’ situation a political blow to Mayor Gregor Robertson

KELLY SINOSKI

VANCOUVER n

The number of peaple sleep-
ing on the streels of eonch-
surfing ucvess Vancouver hias
more than wipled since 2011,
despite amibitious plans by
Mayor Gregor Rubertson and
his Vision Voncouver-doni.
cated council to end hemeless-
uees by 2015,

Some 538 people in Van-
canver — Up fmm 153 in 2000
— were identificd ax belng
homeless and having ne shel-
ter duiing the region’s 2q-honr
homeless connt on Masch 12

Another 1,260 jeoph ln \un-
couwer were blentified as be

“sheltered” humeless. w]u h
meaos they were founl In shel-
ters. safe houses for MYouth or
tronsition houses for wemen
when tho sanpshiot was Laken.

The numbers, although pre-
limisacy, show Vancouver con-
tinues to oecepl the bulk of the
Legion's 2,770 homcless pepu-
lation, which was up five per
canl gver 2011 Most of the 957
streel homeless in Metro Van-
couver were in VaDcouvw., Sue
rey. Burnaby and nasi other
citiss in the cegion recorded
drops in strect haelessness.

The iccreased mumbers are
a political blow jor Voncuvuvar
Muyerd segor Ruburtson, [itys
before {lie caunt was released,
Robertson relcased hio own
1vport, hlaaning tha provin-
cinl governnent for delays in
compldting sn,wm\ © hovsiap
projects ond cleing lemporun
ghelter housing, He nbw guid
peopte were being pusbed on
1o the street due to s high nun)-
ber of recovictions in privatcly
owaed. single-rony oocupanae
units as ownurs roise rents
above provincial shelter rates,

Homeless in Metro in 2014
There are 2,700 homaless peopie in Metro Vancouver, 3 five-per-cent increase from 201 1. Here's how the numbsers ecak down
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Robertson seid, with more
bods und housing alccady o the
works. Hut buth he aad New
Westminster Mayor Wayne
Wright ndmit {hey m!l oot the
help of the provineial and fed-
c b goveriunents if they nrc to
fully address the problen.

Wright, chainman of Muro’s
housing commitice. netud niost
cities in Mctre Vanosuver have
done all they can to reduce
hemelessnees and senior lev-
cls of government hiave Lo step
up. He added while he rarcly
Iycars cemplitints fremn peepic
abeut homelessness in his ity
amymore, Vanenuver is likely
seen ¢ a "Inaguet” for home-
less peaple who like the life-
style and find it an easier place
to hiita

Nowever, Wright suid his
qitv will take a hard look 21 the
numbees ond how they were
counted 1o determine swhiet
more can be dane loselly,

He noted meatst iflness is
a huge problem ncross the
region, and perhaps it's time
to rexisit the 1dea of ceapening
fucilities lie Riveniew to pro-
vide certain types of housing
te help deal mtf. the homeless
problem.

“We're %oing lo loke 3 good
lock at this ~ Wright said. *'The
problem of meotal illness is
ROINg to bea big issve foralt of
us. The prvince is tackling the
issue of keeping pesple in their
homes with renl subsidies, hut
we have new people coming in.

“How do you put enough facil-
ities in if they keep coming?”

‘ihe 8.C. Non-Prufit Haustng
Asvocialion and Cumegic Com-
munity Action Prejecl agree
more investment is aevded
to provide cheaper homes for
thesc who need it. The OCAP
nwintuins the housing crisis
in the Downtown Eastside is
2 reasen bwhind the coelating
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Rebertsen acknewledyed the
sitvation Is a setback. North Shore Hichmond Suney Tri€ities
“This is really frustrating RORIE o TS
nows te see the stneel count A
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solve
of people are sleeping ontside
o0d thut 8 vnacceplobly.”

An analvsis ol Whe humbers
iz expected 1o provide 4 fulter
pictuce af cach vity aceoss
Metro Vaneouver whun the
final repert is issucd in July.
Oeb Bi¥ant, chaiiweman of the
Greater Vuncolver Regional
Steering Connmitiee on Home-
lessness. said she’s concerned
that there ace 20 Masky aborig-
nals, veuth and xanions on the

sreuts orin sheiters.
Aboriginil people continue fe
moke up acarly eac-thinl. or 31
per cent, of Uie total humc\‘cs
ionin Metre V:

410 hametess youth onder the
cge of 25 wene counted in the
snapshol, Boyaant suid, along
wlth 871 senivrs over the age of

with the Eatest canat uitnnf\'lm
582 aburiginals compand with
397 in 2014, ®f those, 72 per
cent were in Vangouver and 12
pereent in Surrey, At the same
time, u “troubling number” of

55 and 88 children under the
0o of 16.

The regjonal numbers apusc
10 he xlalnhwd she suid, b
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sow in the 10id-20008 but this
shows we still have more wark
to dou.” Bryut said. “ihe ple-
ture 130t lubulous but ot [east
were holding.”

The Metm V"
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is conducted by

are
“We have steminod the tide
of the ripid hemelessness we

who attempt to cal-
cubate the mininum number
of ihe region’s homeless over a

24-hour period. These include
pueaple living in shelters, on
the sircets or conch-surfing,
women ficeing Yiolenee and
those with ne fixed address,
who miay be staying leTporar.
i Jails, hospitals or detox
ecntrcs,

Robertson said there :re
uppertunities to lum the prob-
lem avound by nexl winter,

home tu Vancouver
beeduse nobody cun affond to
live thure anymerc — e prop-
crtivs nce inslead beiug roac-
keled to sludents and actists.
Voncouver sottld help reselve
the “ 153 the CCAP'S Tamara
Herman suid, if it was willing
Lo put cetit controls in place,
“Our 2013 awdy showed that
DTES residents have Lo pry
more of their linited income
for un SR® reon) in despi-
cable cendition if tbey wam
Ju rcatain housed in Uieic
neighbeuchieod.”

E3imOSAI @Y 20000 TETS VROOIT
Friten/B4sinosti

24/04/2014 10:48 AM


Owner
Highlight

Owner
Highlight


