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in consumption or profits.
Ultimately, the change our
society needs to grow healthy
food and gardens will
only happen if the average
consumer stops buying
pesticides, food sprayed with
chemicals or any GMOs.
Then big agribusinesses will
get the message.

I wanted to know
more about McCarthy’s
motivation for change and
about the training benefit
for district staff. “The
opportunity to offer staff
leading edge education in
horticulture was valuable
but staff would also receive
professional qualification,”
said McCarthy.

The five-day intensive
training covered broad topics
that McCarthy described
as, “How to feed the soil
(the microbes) not the
plants, to increase microbial
diversity and not kill them
with chemicals and that the
fate of any one organism or
species is dependent on the
fate of all others.”

Training was provided
for 23 participants from the
District of NorthVancouver,
the City of NorthVancouver
as well as the head gardener
from theWoodcroft
residential towers.

McCarthy told me
her reason for pushing
the change. “For years
I really have wanted to
see municipalities get off
the pesticide applicator
certificate requirement
process that most
municipalities require and
bring our practices up-to-
date to get people to realize

that we are living in the
dark ages when it comes to
using pesticides and sprayers
and the existing provincial
IPM certificate to apply
pesticides, which is, and has
been, irrelevant for quite
some time.”

McCarthy makes a bold
statement on the existing
provincial certification for
IPM (previously known
as the B.C. Pesticide
Applicator Certificate, env.
gov.bc.ca), which does lay
out methods to deal with

pests and disease holistically,
but the certification is really
an industry tool to control
pesticide use, not eliminate
use. “I want to move towards
doing the right thing when
it comes to landcare and
this training helps move the
District of NorthVancouver
one step closer to our
goal of being a sustainable
community,” she said.
Todd Major is a journeyman
horticulturist, garden designer
and builder, teacher and
organic advocate.
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Call us today for a free estimate or in-home consultation
progas.ca • 604.925.1341

Serving the North Shore since 1994.

Pro Gas North Shore, your local Heating,
Gas Fitting & Air Conditioning Company.
We install & service furnaces & fireplaces.

• Government Certified
• Bonded & Insured Company
• Class B Ticket Certified Staff

Kam Filsoofi
OWNER

The 2014 Fortis BC Furnace &
Water Heater Rebate

Program is Back! Receive up to

$800 in Rebates.

MULGRAVE
SCHOOL

Mulgrave is now accepting applications for Grade 10 and 11 students
who wish to enrol in the International Baccalaureate Programme for
September2014.Scholarships valuedatup to$15,000areavailable.

Friday, April 11th 9:30am – 12:00pm
Friday, May 2nd 9:30am – 12:00pm

OPEN
HOUSES

2330 Cypress Bowl Lane, West Vancouver, BC Tel.: 604.922.3223
www.mulgrave.com

COMPLETE YOUR HIGH SCHOOL
EDUCATION AT MULGRAVE

MULGRAVE SCHOOL
Inspiring excellence in
education and life

The best preparation for university and for life.

Mulgrave offers the rigorous and internationally recognised IB Diploma
Programme out of our spectacular campus in West Vancouver. We are
proud of our strong IB results, our culture of individualised learning, our
warm and inclusive community, and our focus on helping students
discover and chart their own course for success in university – and life.

Mulgrave students have received offers and scholarships from
leading schools including Harvard, Yale, Columbia, University
of Pennsylvania, University of Chicago, Stanford, Oxford,
Imperial College, UBC, McGill, and many others.

At Mulgrave, every student benefits from:

• A comprehensive choice of IB courses, to meet the interests and
talents of all students

• Individualised learning and support, with small classes, one-on-one
and group advising for each student

• Experienced and passionate IB teachers

• Outstanding service & leadership opportunities

• Extensive athletics, arts, and outdoor education options


