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Advancements slash fatalities

Number of people hurt in accidents is up, but deaths and serious injuries are declining
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A similar trend has been oceur-
ring in Canada where Transport
Canada figures show that in
1975, 4,628 people died in traf-
fic accidents. By zo12, that fig-
ure had dropped to 2,077, less
than half the deaths in 1975.

er, Transport Canada, and
other highway safety organi
tions attribute the decline to a
number of factors that generally
fall into three categories: greater
use of improved passive restraint

Interestingly, Rader says while
it is clear that distractions are at
the root of many erashes, there
is no clear evidence showing
cellphones and other electronic
devices are making the problem
waorse.

“Distracted driving is not new,”
he said. “People have always
driven and distracted th 1

were distracted. There were even
concerns when windshield wip-
ers first came in that they wuullr]
lull drivers into a trance,”

Rader prefers to describe elec-
tronie devices as a “replacement
distraction,” which along with

Loy 1

with something. There were
efforts back in the 1930s to ban
car radios for fear that drivers

drivers gr I3 es,
fiddling with the radio, eating,
talking to passengers and da
dreaming, can lead to crashes.

“Certainly cellphones and tex-
ting are distractions that lead to
crashes, but the singular focus
on electronic devices probably
misses the larger picture, which
is that we have a lot of drivers
who are not paying o ntion
to the road for a lot of different
reasons,

ICBC spokesman Adam Gross-
man said the B.C. experience

receiving.”

Seat belts are probably the
best safety device that has ever
been invented because they
have reduced injuries tremen-
says Diane Mackay,
afety officer. And those
s have undergone fur-
ther improvements by evolving
into three-point seatbelts an
enhanced headrests that move
in a collision to reduce soft-tis-
sue injuries.




