RICHMOND

Council tackles huge issue of monster homes

KELLY SINDSKI
m

Richmond council is taking
measures to control a prolifera-
tion of “monster” homes across
the city, with plans to cancel sin-

= family land-use contracts by
next vear,

The mao lated to go to
a public hearing this fall, is
aimed at bringing land-use con-
tracts under existing city zoning
bylaws to ensure homes remain
in charocter with their
neigl hoods when t
redeveloped.

City staff have been working
on the proposed changes for at
least a year, after several devel-
apers were found to be using a
loophaole to build three-storey
mansions on existing lot
scribed for two-and-a-|
rev hames, said Richmond Coun,
Linda MePhail. A third store
allowed as long as it's unde:

itched roof, but homebuilders
e been building flat, or barmn,
roofs instead, which lets t
ereate an entire third floor v
out excecding Richmond's nine-
metre height n-alm'hnn.

“What we've heard is a lot of
other areas hav, el a lot of
renewal in their neighbourhoods
ahead of us,” McPhail said.

“In 2009, the first cuuf!h' of
houses started being built and
we realized we really didn't have
any recourse. The provisions in
the land-use contracts super-

ed the zoning regulations.”

Land-use contracts, which
were mosthy signed in the 19708
Between property owners and
municipalities, allowed build-
ers in many eases o cireum-
cal zoning bylaws and do
ted on the land.
d of the land in
94 land
govern
mare than 4,000 single-family
homes, most of them in large
subdivisions, About 21 contracts
also govern more than 1,600
residential units as
ols, medical

aul the province last year
passed legislation that requires
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Richmond is batling the rise of over-sized homes, which are popping

up and are out of cha

municipalities to adopt under-
lying zoning bylaws for land-
use contracts ine 30, 2022

— two years before all contracts
in B.C. expire in 2024. The new
s munici-
those con-

alities to terminab
tracts immediatel
Ted Townsend, spokesman for
the City of Richmond, sai
records show uil
mits have been issued for sin-
% e-family homes over the lnst
ve vears. And while it's hard to

cter in some residential neighbourhoods.

predict when or if other proper-
ties might re-develop, Townsend
sabd inan emall "we do see num-

trending up and expect that

staff will bring forward
a process for the proposed
changes, including zoning
bylaws and changes to enable the
cancellation, within the next few
months. The process is expect:

o “he extraordina the eity
safd, given the number of prop-
ertics involv

‘ In 2009, the first
couple of houses

started being built

and we realized

we really didn’t

have any recourse.

LINDA MCPHAIL
RICHMOND COUNCELLOR

In arens governed by city zon-
b byvlawes, maximum house size
is generally dictated by floor area
ratio, or the size of the build-
ing against the size of the lot. In

kklunmm meaning the square
footage of the house can be just
aver balf the total lot size.

The hearings are expected to
draw huge crowds and last over
several nights, given the heated
debate around the issue.

“It is anticipated that atten-
dance at the public hearing may
require use of a special venue
over several s in order

to meet capacity demands and
public interest,” the city said in
a news reles

MePhail sa
ple are upset wi
i character in thelr neighbour-
hoads, others are worried they
can't use the land-use contract
as a selling point.

Maonster homes have become
Issue aeross Metro Van-

against a plan
b city officials to reduce the size
of massive new homes,
ing a new 17,500-5qu
home belng built in the ©
neighbourhood.
Meanwhile, Surroy city officinls
are also looking to start a pro-
s Lo cance] its land-use agree-
ments, although that ity doesn't
appear to have the same prob-
lems as Richmond, said Jean
Lamontagne, general manager

anlfield

'N)" lnnd-use contracts, of
overn aboot 7,000 si

f'.mn s homes,
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