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OPINION

Vancouverites
can’t get no
satisfaction

Welcome to
the land of the
whiners

Shelle i
Fralic

e
this side of Saguen:

Whowouldn't be? I mean, have
you spent any time in Metro
Vancouver? It's a wonder so
many of us linger longer than a
day or two umt more of a won-
der, why so many keep coming
here and settling down.

Because, let's face it, this i
horrible place to live, And
five reasons why it might be t
to move on to Quebee, where all
the happy Canadians apparently
live.

Traffic: There's too much of
it, what with all that ready access
to mountains and oceans and
south-of-the-border designer
outlet shopping. And with so
many households rich enough
to own two or three cars, there's
just no getting around the jam,
day or night. And we have mpid
transit, but it breaks down at
least, what, once every few
months, and frankly that
erable and we're not saying ves
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to any mare of that being built.
Not when interest rates are so
low and, vou know, Minis are so
cute.

Rain: Seriously, is this not the
wettest rainforest this side of
the Amazon? Gloomy, dank and
drenching our $200 Lululemon
rain coats. All the time. And -ll]
that freaking green on eve
horizon, and all those land-
sucking parks everywhere, It's
suffoca And the fresh clean
seading down out of the
s and into our drink-
s, What's the big deal
when you can buy
bottled water anywhere?
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Seriously, is this not the wettest rainforest this side of the Amazon? Gloomy, dank and drenching our 200

Lululemen rain coats.

Affordability: You want a
million bucks for that shack east
of Main? Get real. And half a mil
for that 5o0-square-foot shoebox
in White Rock? No way. Time
to up stakes to Manhattan, or
maybe Paris, or Stockholm. Hear
1 o is really eool. And Hong
Kong is hopping. Anything has
to be cheaper than here, right?
And all we really need are gran-
ite countertops. And maybe an
ensuite,

Cuisine: s it even possible to

o anywhere in this town without

heing bombarded with culinary
choice? It's exhausting, all those
Thai, Itall Indian,
Cantonese,
Mexican, Pm‘shlll ('.uun
Northwestern, Korean,
America uthweste
bean and French bistro and
burger joints to choose from. A

)

fresh-made, deep-fried Califor-
nia roll for $7. That's ridiculous.
That's two lattes, for Pete’s sake.
And let’s not even get started on
all the coffee shops.

Social Life: Is this ground
zero for the Lonely Planet fran-

chise or what? Millions of us, out
and about in the nation’s nic-
working,

est dlm.llo most day

1II t]\(m pro teams to
at the local sports bar, and that
vibran s, Not to men-
tion th wr-round golf, gar-
dening and rollerblading. Small
wonder we never meet anyone
and make new friends. I mean,
it’s not our fault, right?

Well, you get our drift. No
question that survey has got our
number because we Vancouveri
tes have every right to be bitchy.

No surprise, either, that not
one B, (‘ purg made the Top 10
s of the 33 sur-
ever StatsCan
City? report,

e .u-I\ 3 40,000 Cmudl.:ll?- were
asked, between 2009 and 2013,
to rank their happiness on a
seale of zero to 10, with zera
being “very dissatisfied.”

OK, Kelowna came in at num-
ber 12, but then they have wine,
damn the

Hey, here's something to
cheer about. Survey says we
:mllln"" beat Toronto at some-
thing, because the Big Smoke
came in second in the woe-s-us
sweepsta

What a bunch of losers.
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