
 
FONVCA AGENDA 

THURSDAY  November  20th   2008 
  

Place: DNV Hall 355 W. Queens Rd V7N 2K6 
Time: 7:00-9:00pm 
Chair: Cathy Adams – Lions Gate Com. Assoc. 
Tel: 604-987-8695  Email: cathyadams@shaw.ca 
Regrets: 
         

1. Order/content of Agenda 
 
2. Adoption of Minutes of Sept 18th      
  http://www.fonvca.org/agendas/oct2008/minutes-sep2008.pdf  
 

3. Old Business 
See 5.2 below  AND  5.2 of Sep2008 FONVCA Minutes 
 
4. Correspondence Issues 
 
4.1 Business arising from 8 regular emails: 
 
4.2 Non-Posted letters – 0 this period  
 

5. New Business 
Council and other District issues. 
 

5.1 State of the Air 2008 
by BC Lung association. 
http://www.bc.lung.ca/pdf/2008%20BC%20State%20
of%20the%20Air%20Report%20FINAL.pdf  attached 
Some encouraging trends! 
http://www.bc.lung.ca/airquality/stateoftheair-report.html  
 
5.2 Questions for 2008 Municipal Election 
Results of contest: Average score 9/10!        attached 
  
5.3 DNV “External Links” Policy 4-1345-1 
http://www.dnv.org/upload/documents/cpolicy/c413451.pdf 
                                                                     attached 
5.4 Wood-Frame Construction Floor Limits 
The Province will increase the limit on wood-frame 
construction in the BC Building Code from four to six 
storeys in January 2009. This could impact height of new 
proposals by developers.  
http://www.housing.gov.bc.ca/building/wood_frame/index.htm  
 

http://www2.news.gov.bc.ca/news_releases_2005-
2009/2008HSD0079-001459.htm  
 
5.5 Climate Change and Bill 27     – 3 attached 
http://www.leg.bc.ca/38th4th/1st_read/gov27-1.htm  
Note: Sewerage & Drainage DCC exempt for 
apartments<29m2 (312 sq-ft) 
 

Section 855 of LGA was amended to remove the 
absolute requirement of a Regional Public Hearing – it is 
now optional. 
Section 877 is amended by adding the following 
subsection:  

(3) An official community plan must include targets for the 
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in the area covered 
by the plan, and policies and actions of the local 
government proposed with respect to achieving those 
targets. 
Oct 6th presentation on Climate Change was given to 
Council by Ken Bennett – however it was largely symbolic 
since it constitutes a lot of effort to save ~ $1/resident/year. 
 

5.6 Dennis Back Retires Nov 20th. 
Loss of corporate memory continues… 
 

5.7 Tax Comparison puts DNV near top. 
Nov 17th Vancouver Sun Article by Don Cayo -                see attached 
 

5.8 Inside the Secret World of Ottawa and the 
RCMP – by Paul Palango 
http://dispersingthefog.com/                        see attached 
The question for us: Is DNV well served by the RCMP? 
 

5.9 Public Hearing Notes of West-Van on FSR 
changes to SF Homes. 
http://www.westvan.org/reports/2008-30.shtml                2-attached 
6. Any Other Business 
6.1 Legal Issues 

- Supreme court to decide this fall whether trash is public or 
private property. 

- Is a $1000/day fine for using plastic bags (Leaf Rapids, 
Manitoba) a reasonable response? 

- A full review of the impact of Bill 27 should be conducted in the 
near future. 

- The BC Supreme Court upheld the Metro’s right to impose 
tougher emission standards for air-quality management than the 
provincial requirements under its agricultural waste control 
regulations. 

 

6.2 Any Other Issues (2 min each) 
-Something to ponder: Whereas building more hospitals does 
not necessarily increase the birth rate, building more roads does 
not necessarily increase car use. 
- Spirit Trail Planning  -                                             see attached 
- Illusion of Transit Choice  -                                    see attached 
- London’s housing support for key workers            see attached 
 

7. Chair & Date of next meeting. 
Thursday December 18th 2008  
Attachments 
-List of Email to FONVCA - ONLY NEW ENTRIES 
OUTSTANDING COUNCIL ITEMS-Cat Regulation Bylaw; 
District-wide OCP;  Review of Zoning Bylaw;  Securing of 
vehicle load bylaw; Snow removal for single family homes 
bylaw. 



Correspondence/Subject   Ordered by Date 
   15 September 2008  16 November 2008 

 
              LINK  SUBJECT 

http://www.fonvca.org/letters/2008/15sep-to/Wendy_Qureshi_28sep2008.pdf  Official Community Plan Principles 

http://www.fonvca.org/letters/2008/15sep-to/Wendy_Qureshi_29sep2008.pdf  Who is BC’s  Greatest Citizen? 

http://www.fonvca.org/letters/2008/15sep-to/Wendy_Qureshi_8oct2008.pdf  Wind turbine on Grouse. 

http://www.fonvca.org/letters/2008/13oct-to/Alan_Nixon_25oct2008.pdf  Municipal Election 

http://www.fonvca.org/letters/2008/13oct-to/Wendy_Qureshi_15oct2008.pdf  Affordable Housing 

http://www.fonvca.org/letters/2008/13oct-to/Wendy_Qureshi_15oct2008b.pdf  Municipal Election 

http://www.fonvca.org/letters/2008/13oct-to/Wendy_Qureshi_27oct2008.pdf  Municipal Election – Affordable Housing 

http://www.fonvca.org/letters/2008/13oct-to/Wendy_Qureshi_6nov2008.pdf Municipal Election Issues 

  

  

  

  

 
For details/history see  
http://www.fonvca.org/letters/index-letters-total-nov2008.html  

 



FONVCA MINUTES 
THURSDAY September 18

th

 2008 
 
Place: DNV Hall 355 W. Queens Rd V7N 2K6  
Time: 7:00-9:00pm  
Chair: Brian Platts – Edgemont C.A. Tel:604-985-5104  
 
Members Present: 
 
Brian Platts  Chair          (Edgemont C.A.) 
Dan Ellis   (Lynn Valley CA) 
Corrie Kost   (Edgemont CA) 
Val Moller   (Lions Gate NA) 
John Miller (notes)         (Lower Capilano C.R.A.) 
K’nud Hille                      (Norgate Park C.A.) 
Eric Andersen                (Blueridge C.A.) 
 
Regrets: Lyle Carver, Cathy Adams, Herman Mah 
 
1.  Order/content of Agenda  
Added Items: 
6.2 c. Tax notices and inserts 

2.  Adoption of Minutes of July 17
th 

 
 
http://www.fonvca.org/agendas/sep2008/minutes-jul2008.pdf  
The minutes were approved as circulated. 
 
3. Old Business  
 No discussion – the “old” item – 2008 Municipal Election 
Questions are discussed under Item 5.3.  
 
4. Correspondence Issues  
Notification will be split into two groups – a) The FONVCA 
Members list and b) those interested in receiving only 
notification of regular meetings (agenda) and posting of draft 
minutes. 
 
4.1 Business arising from 12 regular emails:  
Contents of the letters were outlined. No further discussion 
was felt necessary on the issues raised in these letters. 
 
4.2 Non-Posted letters – 1 this period  
The subject email was reviewed and all agreed that it should 
remain unposted. 
 
5. New Business  
Council and other District issues.  
 
5.1 Spirit Trail Public Workshop Sep 30th  
http://www.dnv.org/article.asp?a=4167  
http://www.fonvca.org/dnv-council-material/Spirit-Trail-Council-
Workshop-15sep2008/  

Planning for western section of trail. Norgate does not 
want Welch Park to be used as part of the Spirit Trail. 

 
5.2 Community Planning Working Group 
http://www.dnv.org/upload/documents/Council_Reports/00937.pdf  
http://www.dnv.org/article.asp?c=1029&a=4070  

http://www.fonvca.org/agendas/sep2008/Community-Planning-
Working-Group-Members.pdf  
http://www.fonvca.org/agendas/sep2008/Community-Planning-
Working-Group-TOR.pdf  

Discussion resulted in the following motion: 
ACTION ITEM: 

FONVCA to send a letter to District Council regarding not 
receiving a request to have a representative on the 
Community Planning Working Group and to express 
FONVCA’s concern that there doesn’t appear to be 
broad geographic representation on the working group. 
Further, FONVCA requests that Council appoint a 
FONVCA member to the working group who can keep 
FONVCA members apprised of what is happening and 
timing issues. 

 
Moved by Brian and seconded by K’nud, approved 

unanimously. 
 
 
5.3 Questions for 2008 Municipal Election  
Important dates: 
Voting day Sat Nov 15

th 

 
Nomination period 9am Tuesday Sep 30 to 4pm 
Friday Oct10  
http://www.dnv.org/upload/documents/Election_2008/election
_calendar_2008.htm  
 
A final brainstorming session took place and the following 
questions are to be put to the candidates: 
1. What practical experience qualifies you for local 

governance? 
2. What three major issues are you most concerned about 

in the DNV? 
3. What are your primary goals and visions for DNV over 

the next 5-10 years? 
4. How should North Vancouver be policed? What are the 

most important issues and how would you address 
them? 

5. What do you propose to improve different modes of 
transportation? 

6. Do you advocate increased density? If “Yes”, where and 
how? 

7. Would you encourage civic involvement by the public? 
8. How should the DNV fund renewal of its aging 

infrastructure? 
9. How do you propose to provide housing for a broad 

range of income levels? 
10. What role should community associations play? 
 

This list of questions, together with a cover letter, 
will be emailed to all candidates soon after the close 
of nomination (4pm Oct 10) The intention is to post 
replies to the selected questions by the first all-
candidates meeting. Those who have not replied by 
that time will be left blank until such time as they 
are available. 

 
5.4 DNV link to FONVCA cut Sep 30 – Nov 17th. 
To maintain neutrality of DNV web site, as well as allow 
flexibility for FONVCA to post material of its choosing the link 
to FONVCA will be disabled during the subject period. 



 
5.5 Edgemont Area Cell Tower 
http://www.fonvca.org/letters/2008/14jul-to/Corrie_Kost_25aug2008.pdf  
Sep 10th Presentation: http://www.fonvca.org/Issues/Bell-Tower  
ECA letter: http://www.fonvca.org/letters/2008/15sep-to/ECA_17sep2008.pdf  

ECA letter concerning the Cell Tower, proposed to be 
placed on Highway land south of Edgemont Village was 
sent to Industry Canada etc – See link above on website.  

 
5.6 False Alarm Bylaw 
Reviewed by Corrie Kost – with proposed regulation 
compared to many municipalities in BC.  
http://www.fonvca.org/letters/2008/14jul-to/Corrie_Kost_7sep2008.pdf 
There was general agreement of the retention of 1 error 
(false alarm) allowed per year. Dennis Back was to return this 
item to Council at some future time with this option retained. 
 
5.7 Excess Garbage Fees 
The justification for a $3/extra bag of garbage was reviewed. 
The lack of flexibility (for compassionate reasons) was 
discussed. 
 
5.8 Translink Taxes DNV in 2008 
Corrie reviewed how much money flows yearly from DNV 
residents (in taxes) to TRANSLINK: $9,642,000 ($6,788,000 
res, $2,240,000 business).  
 
 
6. Any Other Business  
6.1 Legal Issues  
A “Bylaw Reading” flowchart was distributed. See 
http://www.fonvca.org/agendas/sep2008/15_Bylaw_Reading_Flow_Chart--
Debbie_Comis--Nov_2007.pdf 
 
The Issue of Bill 30 – allowing independent (private) power 
projects – without public’s right to have a say was discussed. 
The Grouse proposal to put a large Wind Turbine on top of 
Grouse Mtn,  although dealt with by a public meeting may 
well be illustrative.  
 
City of Langford sues over Graffiti damages - $25,000, 
despite a $350 fine and 40hrs of community service on 
conviction of 9 counts by the courts. A first in Canada. The 
SUN article of Sep 8th has details.  
 
Review of S210 – Covenants was handed out. For more see 
http://www.sms.bc.ca/seminars/covenants101.html  
 
6.2 Any Other Issues (2 min each) 
TAGS Symposium – Oct 9 & 10th at Holliday Inn 
http://www.fonvca.org/agendas/sep2008/TAGS-AGENDA.pdf  
 
 
7. Chair & Date of next meeting. 
Val Moller (or Cathy Adams) – Lions Gate N.A. 
Thursday, October 16th, 2008 
 
 The meeting was adjourned  ~ 9:25 pm. 



2008

Louisa Monkman has lived in 
Chilliwack for most of her life. 
Louisa is one of the 300,000 
British Columbians who suffer 
from asthma. The good-humored 
65-year-old has a positive outlook 
despite living with chronic lung 
conditions. Louisa had been a 
smoker since her early teens and 

although she has been smoke-free for the past year she now 
concedes that “the damage is already done.” In 1991, Louisa 
was diagnosed with asthma and COPD (Chronic Obstructive 
Pulmonary Disease). She recalls “It had gotten to the point that I 
couldn’t work for two weeks without getting sick.”

Louisa now recognizes and adjusts for factors that compromise 
her breathing such as cold air, summer heat, pollen, and dust. 
Strong scents and cleaning products also trigger her asthma. 
She is learning about alternative cleaners such as vinegar and 
baking soda that do not aggravate her condition. “It’s hard to 
clean when you can’t breathe,” she says. Louisa says she has 

The quality of the air we breathe has 
recently become one of the most promi-
nent issues in the minds of Canadians from 
schoolchildren to the most powerful politi-
cal decision makers.  The green wave that is 
currently sweeping our country has helped 
make all of us aware of the fragile nature 
of our planet, and more and more of us are 
now voluntarily making positive personal 
and business decisions about the resources 
we use in the new light of awareness. 

The fourth annual edition of the State of the 
Air in British Columbia Report is intended 
to help build that awareness of the many 
issues that affect our air. There is no one 
villain in this story, nor is there going to be a 
single solution in helping us meet the chal-

lenges of ensuring a clean air future for the 
generations that will follow.  In some com-
munities, this may require prompt action. 
In others, where air quality is already good, 
ongoing vigilance and proactive measures 
will be needed to preserve air quality in the 
face of a growth in population. But there are 
solutions, and by working on the myriad of 
problems as individuals and in partnerships, 
we can make a real difference to protect our 
clean air resource.

This report has been produced by the BC 
Lung Association with the support of all 
levels of government, non-governmental 
organizations, community groups and 
committed volunteers.  It is intended to sum-
marize some of the air quality issues we are 

facing here in British Columbia and to give 
readers ideas about how they might take an 
active part in preserving and improving our 
air quality.

We are very grateful to the members of the 
BC Lung Association Air Quality Health and 
Steering Committee  who have provided the 
leadership and direction that resulted in the 
creation of this report, and to the tens of 
thousands of British Columbians who have 
made clean air their priority.

Thank you.

 
Scott McDonald 
Executive Director, BC Lung Association 

also learned to avoid crowded places where perfumes present 
another challenge to her breathing. “I go to malls when not too 
many people are around, because so many people use scents.”

Local pollution may be making her condition worse. “I think air 
quality is a big concern if you have lung problems,” she says. “Even 
healthy people seem to be affected.” She’s taken measures to 
avoid triggers that could exacerbate her asthma and COPD, but 
it’s not easy to avoid outdoor air pollution. “On bad days, I spend 
more time indoors,” she says.

Visible signs of air pollution such as haze or physical signals such 
as eye and throat itchiness are not always reliable warnings of 
bad air days. Louisa selects days when exercise indoors is prefer-
able to outdoor exercise.

Expert Opinion: What do the experts say?

Dr. Tom Kosatsky, MD, MPH, Environmental Health Services, 
British Columbia Centre for Disease Control:

 “Louisa’s knowledge and understanding of air pollution and its 
consequences for her health will go a long way towards avoiding 
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state of the air

One breath at a time… a personal story…

(Cont’d on p.2)



the worst of COPD and perhaps offering some hope of modest 
improvement in future.”

“Louisa is doing many things well. First, she has stopped smoking. 
Next, she recognizes and adjusts for factors that compromise her 
breathing and has switched to less irritating cleaning products. Her 
reactions to fragrances should send a message to the general pub-
lic that their excessive use may compromise the health of others.”

“Along with cigarette smoking, air pollution may have contrib-
uted to Louisa’s respiratory difficulties. She lives in an area with a 
confined airshed, where polluted air is trapped by the surround-
ing mountains. Ozone and particulate matter blowing in from 
the south and west often hang over the Fraser Valley. Central air 
conditioning, besides blunting the effect of summer heat, would 
decrease the entry of outdoor air and may help reduce exposure 
to outdoor pollutants that otherwise make their way indoors.”

 
“Prevention is the primary aim  

of asthma care, and prevention is  
rooted in exposure avoidance.”  

“Although air pollution may be associated with haze, a brownish 
tinge, or eye and throat itchiness or discomfort, we cannot always 
trust our observations to warn us of bad air days. Our senses can 
be assisted by measurements of air quality as provided by the B.C. 
Ministry of  Environment, Metro Vancouver and the Fraser Valley 
Regional District. Louisa could use these measurements to select 
days when exercise indoors is preferable to outdoor exercise.”

“In summary, Louisa is doing many things well. Consideration of 
central air conditioning as an aid, indoor exercise, and checking 
on broadcast air quality information could make Louisa’s  adapta-
tion even better.”

Dr. Chris Carlsten, MD, MPH, Chair, Occupational and Environ-
mental Lung Disease, Vancouver General Hospital has this to say: 

 “Prevention is the primary aim of asthma care, and prevention is 
rooted in exposure avoidance. Therefore, Louisa is wise to focus 
on decreasing exposure to asthma triggers that she has identified 
based on careful observation. It is important to realize that many 
such triggers will not be identified by standard medical evalua-
tion (such as allergy skin testing), and so self-directed care such 
as this, ideally in conjunction with a physician’s input, is laudable. 
However, not all exposure can be avoided, and there is a role for 
medications in preventing exacerbation of airway disease. In ad-
dition to Louisa’s thoughtful exposure-avoidance strategies, she 
should be sure to consider appropriate medications, in consulta-
tion with a physician, so as to maximize her ability to exercise and 
spend time enjoying the outdoors.”

Engagement and  
Education:  

   Grand Forks’ story…
Grand Forks has a history of poor air quality due to a com-

bination of industrial emissions, residential wood burning 

and vehicle exhaust. Until recently the city was home to 

a particle board plant, a lumber mill and a mineral wool 

insulation plant. “PM10 monitoring in the valley back in 

1992 revealed that downtown Grand Forks had some of the 

worst air quality in the Southern Interior,” says Chris Moslin, 

city councillor and Chair of the Boundary Air Quality Com-

mittee. “It became a concern for public health.”

Concern among residents grew and air quality became a 

major issue in the 2005 municipal elections. Candidates 

who supported an air quality committee were elected to 

council and the Boundary Air Quality Committee (BAQC) 

was formed in January 2006. Council invited stakehold-

ers from the Chamber of Commerce, the regional district, 

Interior Health, the BC Lung Association, local industry, and 

environmental groups to participate in the committee. “The 

group well represented the community and those who had 

control of the airshed,” says Chris. “We came up with a man-

date statement: To develop an air quality management plan 

that improves the quality of life and health in the Boundary 

Region while sustaining a viable economic base.”

The group had its share of challenges and growing pains. Chris 

notes that, “Air quality is often a fingerpointing game. The chal-

lenge is getting everyone to see how they contribute to air 

quality and to get everybody to change their behaviour.”
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Other BC communities had already established air quality 

management plans and provided a framework for the BAQC 

to build on. “The road map was already there for us,” says Chris. 

“There was no secret about 

how to do it, you just had 

to get it moving and keep 

it moving. That took the 

effort.” 

“One of our first suc-

cesses was the installation 

of a monitoring station 

equipped with Tapered Ele-

ment Oscillating Microbal-

ance (TEOM) on top of City 

Hall to measure particulate 

matter 2.5 microns or less 

in diameter. Today we have 

real time access through the 

internet to the data being 

gathered by the monitor.” 

This information, for Grand 

Forks and other BC munici-

palities, is available from the 

B.C. Ministry of Environment.

As of last March, the BAQC 

became a partner in the 

BC Wood Stove Exchange 

Program. “We’re on target, 

hoping to take more than 

120 old wood stoves out of 

our airshed over the next 

two years,” says Chris. “We’re 

hoping to expand that 

program into the whole re-

gional district. We’re taking 

advantage of a provincial government initiative to get rebates 

to consumers who improve their homes by putting in an ef-

ficient, modern wood stove.” Chris encourages other commu-

nities with air quality issues to take up the cause of reducing 

pollution and protecting the air they breathe. “Don’t wait for 
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someone from out of town to come in and solve your own 

air quality problems—it’s not going to happen,” he advises. 

“You’ve got to make do with what you’ve got. Bring your 

people together—they’ve 

all got a stake in the air 

quality. After all, the mill 

owner and mill manager 

have kids going to the 

same school as everybody 

else’s kids. We all breathe 

the same air.” He suggests 

using a facilitator to keep 

communication among 

the group open and 

respectful. “Then build on 

those connections: make 

sure the farmer sits next 

to the mill owner so that 

they talk about the prob-

lem together. The goal 

is to oversee the airshed 

and manage it like a re-

source.” Chris also recom-

mends keeping the public 

in the picture. In Grand 

Forks this means engag-

ing and educating people 

who live in the area 

through public meetings, 

exhibits, wood stove “Burn 

It Smart” demonstrations 

and Clean Air Days. “You 

have to convince the 

public that they have a 

role to play in it.”

The BAQC has seen the benefits of its hard work. Most im-

portant is the shift in public opinion. Chris says “It took some 

time, but the realization is now there that we can each do 

something to improve the airshed.”

Local advocates that made it happen in Grand Forks

Raising awareness in their community



What’s in the air we breathe?

Particulate Matter (PM) refers to a 
combination of microscopic solid and 
liquid particles that are suspended in 
the air we breathe. Particle size is usu-
ally measured in units of one millionth 
of a metre – a “micron”. PM10 refers to 
particle size of 10 microns or smaller.  
When inhaled, particles between 2.5 
and 10 microns in diameter tend to 
get trapped in our upper and middle 
airways. Particles less than 2.5 microns 
in diameter, referred to as PM2.5 or 
fine particulate matter, are the big-
gest concern to our health because 
they can be inhaled more deeply into 
the lungs. PM2.5 is a component of re-
gional haze, which results in impaired 
visibility.

Sulphur Dioxide (SO2) is a colourless 
gas with a pungent odour that smells 
like a struck match. It is irritating to 
the lungs and, in high concentra-
tions, can damage leaves on trees 
and agricultural crops. SO2 is emitted 
by the burning of sulphur-contain-
ing fossil fuels and the processing of 

Human Health Effects:
The air pollutants listed above can all 
affect human heath. Most vulnerable 
to the effects are children, the elderly, 
people with pre-existing lung diseases 
such as asthma and COPD, and those 
with heart disease.

Short-term exposure (hours/days) is 
associated with: 
•  Increased hospital admissions due  
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sulphur-containing ores. SO2 reacts 
in the atmosphere to form sulphur 
trioxide, which in the presence of 
water vapour can readily transform to 
sulphuric acid, a major component of 
acid rain.

Nitrogen Oxides (NOx) are a group 
of highly reactive gases that include 
nitrogen dioxide (NO2) and nitric 
oxide (NO). In the atmosphere, NO 
reacts to form nitrogen dioxide (NO2), 
an odorous, brown, highly corrosive 
gas that is harmful to our health and 
environment. NO2 is also of concern 
because it contributes to the second-
ary formation of ozone and PM2.5.  
NOx is formed when fuel is burned at 
high temperatures.

Ozone (O3) is an extremely reac-
tive gas with molecules composed 
of three oxygen atoms. The ozone 
found high in the upper atmosphere 
shields us from the sun’s ultraviolet 
rays. However, at ground level, O3 can 
cause damage to crops, trees and 

materials and is harmful to human 
health. Ground-level O3 is formed in 
the air through complex chemical 
reactions involving NOx and volatile 
organic compounds in the presence 
of sunlight. Because the production of 
ozone is dependent on sunlight, the 
hourly ozone levels tend to be highest 
in the summer. Ground-level O3 is a 
key ingredient of smog.

 to heart and lung conditions 
•  Increased emergency room visits,  
 work/school absenteeism and use  
 of medications 
• Increased symptoms such as  
 wheezing, coughing, production  
 of phlegm, and lung infections 
•  Decreased lung function

Long-term exposure (months-years) is 
associated with: 
•  Increased deaths due to heart and  
 lung conditions 
•  Permanently damaged lung function 
•  Increased number of people  
 with lung cancer 
•  Increased premature births and  
 low birthweight



What are the Pollution Levels 
in your Community?

Fine Particulate Matter

Ambient PM2.5 levels observed in various regions across BC are shown in Figure 1. Two measurement scales are pre-
sented: the average of daily measurements over the year and the highest 2% of daily measurements (presented as 
Canada-wide Standard). Note that the concentrations shown are not necessarily the highest observed concentrations 
in a region, but are concentrations considered representative of regional air quality. In 2007, all stations met the PM2.5 
Canada-wide Standard (CWS) of 30 μg/m3 and the Metro Vancouver annual objective of 12 μg/m3. The highest daily val-
ues, reflected by the CWS levels, were found in the central interior, including Prince George (23 μg/m3) and Quesnel (22 
μg/m3) . The highest annual PM2.5 concentrations were observed in Grand Forks (7.6 μg/m3), Golden (6.6 μg/m3), Prince 
George (6.5 μg/m3) and Quesnel (6.4 μg/m3). In contrast, the lowest concentrations were generally found at sites not 
largely influenced by local sources, either due to the size of local sources or their distance from the monitoring site.
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Figure 1: Ambient Levels of PM2.5 across BC

Figure 1: Ambient Levels of PM2.5 across BC

Calculating the Canada-wide Standard (CWS) Achievement of the PM2.5 Canada-wide Standard is based  
on the three-year average of the annual 98th percentile 24-hour average concentration.  

Where the CWS measurement scale has not been calculated, this is due to insufficient data over a three year period.
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Ground-Level Ozone

Illustrated in Figure 2 are ground-level ozone 
levels across BC. The highest short-term con-
centrations, as represented by the CWS level, 
were measured in the eastern Lower Fraser 
Valley at sites in Chilliwack and Hope during 
hot, sunny and stagnant weather. In contrast, 
the highest annual average concentrations 
were observed at Creston and Kelowna.  
High background concentrations, limited NOx 
sources and some local ozone production are 
possible factors. None of the BC sites exceed-
ed the  CWS or the national objective in 2007, 
although Hope equalled the CWS.

Figure 2: Ambient Levels of Ozone across BC

Calculating the Canada-wide Standard (CWS) 
Achievement of ozone Canada-wide Standard is based on the three-year average of the  

annual 4th highest eight-hour average concentration.

Visibility in Kelowna on 2 separate days in 1998.
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Figure 3: Ambient Levels of Annual NO2 across BC

If your community does not appear in the figures showing ambient pollutant concentrations, it is due to insufficient data.  
The ambient air quality station in your community may not have operated for all of 2007 or your community may not be equipped  

with an ambient air quality station.

Nitrogen Dioxide

Shown in Figure 3 are the annual average NO2 concentra-
tions found in various regions of BC. The highest NO2 con-
centrations were observed in densely populated regions 
such as Vancouver and Burnaby where there are high 
traffic flows. Of all the NO2 monitoring stations in BC, the 
Vancouver Downtown station recorded the highest NO2 
level of 43 μg/m3, which exceeds the Metro Vancouver ob-
jective of 40 μg/m3 but is less than the federal maximum 
desirable objective of 60 μg/m3.
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Figure 4: Ambient Levels of Annual SO2 across BC

Sulphur Dioxide

Shown in Figure 4 are the annual ambient levels of SO2 
across BC in 2007. The highest concentrations are recorded 
in communities with large industrial SO2 sources or ma-
jor rail and port activities. None of the communities in BC 
exceeded the Metro Vancouver annual objective of 30 
μg/m3. Trail is the only community that exceeded the BC 
Level A objective of 25 μg/m3. The relatively high level of 
SO2 observed in Trail is associated with emissions from one 
of the world’s largest zinc and lead smelting and refining 
complexes located in the region.
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Many factors contribute to the year-to-year variation in ambient air quality levels, including changes in emissions from local 
and distant sources, as well as meteorology, how pollutants are measured and the data stored. The following analysis is based 
on a preliminary overview of ambient trends in select BC communities over the past 15 years (10 years for SO2) and does not 
take into account the influences of these latter factors on air quality levels.

In the above table, upward arrows indicate a statistically significant 
increasing trend (i.e. increasing pollutant levels with time). Downward 
arrows indicate a statistically significant decreasing trend (i.e. decreas-
ing pollutant levels with time). Dashed lines indicate no statistically 
significant trends. Finally, “n/a” indicates that data were not available for 
the given site. 

Different measurement scales were looked at: annual average, CWS 
achievement (for ozone) and hourly averages (based on the annual 
98th percentile value or annual 98th P, in which 98% of hourly samples 
are lower than this value). Those shown in the table represent measure-
ment scales that are relevant to air quality management using data 
collected and stored in a consistent manner over the years in question. 
Since 1993, annual average ozone levels have shown an upward trend 
at a number of sites in the Lower Fraser Valley, including Vancouver, 

Burnaby South and Hope. Increasing trends have also been observed 
for Kelowna and Prince George.  No significant trends were observed at 
the other sites shown. Although not shown in the above table, trends 
in Canada-wide Standard measurements were also assessed, and no 
significant trends detected for any of the sites. However, excluding the 
last four years of data and focusing on the period 1993-2003, a decreas-
ing trend was observed for Port Moody. Previous studies by Environ-
ment Canada also indicated that while peak concentrations may be 
decreasing at sites such as Port Moody, average concentrations are 
increasing in large part due to increasing background levels. 

Hourly peak NO2 levels have shown a decreasing trend at sites in 
Vancouver, Port Moody, Burnaby South, and Chilliwack. No significant 
changes were noted at the other sites. Improved vehicle emission 
standards and the AirCare vehicle inspection program are believed to 
be largely responsible for improvements within the Lower Fraser Valley. 

Hourly peak SO2 levels (based on the annual 98th percentile level) were 
also evaluated for a number of communities. Similar to NO2, downward 
trends were found for Vancouver, Port Moody, and Burnaby South, as 
well as Prince George. Since 1993, no  significant trends were observed 
at the other sites.  Within the Metro Vancouver area, reduced sulphur 
in on-road fuels, the shutdown of several  local refineries, and reduced 
emissions from the cement industry have been identified as contribut-
ing factors. In Prince George, reductions in pulp mill emissions have 
been the largest factor in improved SO2 levels. 

Trend analysis for PM2.5 was limited to the site in Port Moody which has 
the longest monitoring record using a consistent monitoring tech-
nique (acknowledging that changes in monitoring techniques may 
mask or distort trends).  Since 1994, annual average PM2.5 levels have 
shown a downward trend. Emission reductions from wood products 
sectors, petroleum refining and vehicles have contributed to the de-
cline in PM2.5 levels. 

Sharing the Air:  
The Border Air Quality Study

The Border Air Quality Study is a combina-
tion of research projects looking at health 
impacts related to air quality in the Geor-
gia Basin-Puget Sound airshed. The airshed 
includes Vancouver, Victoria, the Sunshine 
Coast, the Fraser Valley, Seattle and Puget 
Sound. Because of our geography, we all 
share the air in this area. The Border Air 
Quality Study looked at whether increased 
exposures to air pollution were linked to 
an increased risk of a number of diseases. 
This question was examined for a range of 

air pollutants and a range of health issues 
by connecting exposure databases with 
health databases for different populations.

Why Study the Region’s Air Quality?

Overall, air quality in the Georgia Basin-
Puget Sound region is good but there 
are still concerns. Childhood lung health 
is affected by exposure to air pollutants 
especially those caused by traffic. Low 

(Cont’d on p.10)

Air Pollution in British Columbia over the years

Ozone 
Annual  
Average

NO2 
1-hour 
(based on  
annual 98th P)

SO2 
1-hour  
(based on  
annual 98th P)

Community

Vancouver
Port Moody
Burnaby South
Abbotsford
Chilliwack
Hope
Kamloops
Kelowna
Prince George
Smithers

–

–
–

–

–

–
–
–
–
–

– –
–
n/a
–
–

n/a



respiratory disease in the first year of life 
and birth results were studied using data 
on over 360,000 children.

How were Exposures to Pollution  
Determined?

Exposure levels in these areas were 
estimated by a variety of tools: air qual-
ity monitors; high resolution maps for 
woodsmoke and traffic-related pollut-
ants (NO, NO2, PM2.5 and Black Carbon); 
information on how close people lived 
to industrial pollution sources; and the 

distance they lived from major roads. Air 
pollution levels for CO (carbon mon-
oxide), NO, NO2, SO2, ozone, PM2.5 and 
PM10 were linked to the postal code areas 
where study participants lived. This gave 
researchers a picture of pollution levels 
for each postal code area.

The Border Air Quality Study allows 
researchers to investigate pollution 
“hot-spots” and to look at parts of the 
population that could be vulnerable to 
pollution. Given the large size of the study 
populations, the study was able to reveal 
health impacts that might be overlooked 
in smaller studies.

Findings of the Study

The Border Air Quality Study found 
evidence of a link between air pollution 
and a number of effects on health. Some 
of these have not been previously well 
documented. The Study found that traffic 
pollution increases the risk of premature 
births and low birth weight. It also found 
a connection between pollution and the 
respiratory health of young children.

Specifically, the study found evidence for 
a link between bronchiolitis and traf-
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birth weight and premature births are 
associated with poor air quality. Prema-
ture babies and those born with low birth 
weight tend to have a higher risk of ill 
health throughout their lives. In this re-
gion, where a large part of the population 
is exposed to traffic, early-life problems 
from exposure to pollution can increase 
the risk of ill health throughout a person’s 
life. Air pollution is already a well-known 
risk factor for cardiovascular disease, but 
few studies have estimated the effects of 
long-term exposures. Long-term exposure 
may have important consequences on 
people’s health. The Border Air Quality 
Study examined the relationship between 
air quality and cardiovascular disease in 
the Metro Vancouver area.The tools devel-
oped will let air quality managers identify 
where high levels of pollution exist that 
might impact at-risk populations.

Who Took Part in the Study?

The Border Air Quality Study used exist-
ing population data to study the health 
effects of different air pollutants. Where 
people lived for the period of study, health 
information (such as hospital visits) along 
with information on well-known risk fac-
tors (like smoking) were used to under-
stand the specific relationships between 
air pollution exposure and health effects. 
Data from several groups were studied. 
Information on 70,000 children born in 
Metro Vancouver between 1999 and the 
end of 2002 were studied for birth out-
comes. Data on over 40,000 children born 
in the Georgia Air Basin between 1999 and 
2000 were studied for childhood respirato-
ry disease. Information on approximately 
50,000 adults over the age of 45 who had 
lived in the Georgia Air Basin for five years 
before 1999 was used to study cardiovas-
cular disease. In Puget Sound, childhood 

(Sharing the Air - cont’d from  p.9)

fic-related air pollution. Bronchiolitis, an 
infection that affects the tiny airways, is 
the main cause of hospital stays for young 
children. 

The Border Air Quality Study is the first 
study of its kind in North America to 
explore the relationship between air pollu-
tion and middle-ear infections. Middle-ear 
infection, or otitis media, is the number 
one reason for children under two years of 
age to visit their doctor and to receive pre-
scription medicine. The Study confirmed 
findings from Europe indicating that 
traffic-related air pollution is an additional 
risk factor for this disease, and found a link 
with exposure to wood smoke.

Asthma is the most common long-term 
disease in childhood and is a major 
cause for hospital stays among children. 
The Study found that early life exposure 
to air pollution is associated with new 
cases of asthma. Traffic-related pollutants 
appear to be especially important. This 
information suggests that it is important 
to consider where daycare facilities and 
private residences are located if we are to 
reduce early exposure to traffic-related air 
pollution.

Wood smoke continues to be an impor-
tant source of tiny particles in the air we 
breathe, even in urban centres such as 
Vancouver, Victoria and Seattle. The results 
from the Border Air Quality Study suggest 
that further attention should be given to 
wood smoke, even in urban areas. 

Previous research into the economic costs 
of air quality has not considered birth 
outcomes, ear infections or bronchiol-
itis. Because of this, the true cost of air 

(Cont’d on p.11)
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(Sharing the Air - cont’d from  p.10)

Agriculture & Air Quality
A strong agricultural sector is important to 
the economy of BC and the well-being of Brit-
ish Columbians. An estimated 48% of all food 
consumed in BC is grown in the province.1 
There is a growing level of interest in eating 
locally–the food is fresh, it supports sustain-
able development and local farmers, and 
reduces transport-related emissions of com-
mon air contaminants and greenhouse gases. 
As well, agricultural land can contribute to healthy ecosystems by providing habitat for 
wildlife, groundwater recharge and green space for BC communities to enjoy. 

Within BC, agricultural activities are a source of common air contaminants, contribut-
ing about 10% of PM10 emissions, 2% of PM2.5 and less than 4% of VOC emissions.  
These activities are generally focused in certain parts of the province such as the Lower 
Fraser Valley and Okanagan. Within the Fraser Valley, agriculture is a major contributor 
of ammonia–a precursor of PM2.5 that affects human health and visibility. Elsewhere, 
the burning of grass stubble in the Creston Valley and orchard prunings in the Okana-
gan periodically result in smoky conditions and elevated PM2.5 levels. The burning of 
agricultural plastics (e.g. silage bags, bale wraps, irrigation piping) is also a source of 
concern in BC. Although this practice is illegal, continued work on options for farmers 
to handle plastic waste is needed.     

Today, various levels of government, public interest groups and agricultural producers 
are working collaboratively to develop and implement best management practices 
(BMP’s) to minimize the environmental impact of agricultural operations. Examples of 
BMP’s include: the implementation of buffer zones, new tilling and manure spreading 
techniques, improved barn design and layout, the addition of scrubbers on animal 
housing facilities, the chipping and mulching of prunings, the recycling of pesticide 
containers, and the variation of animal feed. A pilot program in the Regional District of 
Okanagan-Similkameen has looked at the feasibility of recycling agricultural plastics.  
As well, individuals from Vancouver Island and the Fraser Valley are championing agri-

cultural recycling programs aimed at more sustainable 
solutions to agricultural plastics recycling. The BC poultry 
industry is currently conducting a study to gauge the 
industry’s contribution to air particulate matter emissions 
as well as test options to mitigate impacts on air quality. 

Despite efforts to reduce agricultural air emissions, con-
tinued collaboration between air quality agencies and 
producers is needed to implement emission reduction 
strategies that preserve the quality of air and protect hu-
man health and the environment.

pollution has been underestimated. Even 
without including these health effects, the 
B.C. Ministry of Health has estimated that 
the annual health-related economic cost 
of outdoor air pollution in British Colum-
bia is around $85 million.

Implications for Air Quality Manage-
ment and Health Policy

The Border Air Quality Study also devel-
oped new tools for studying air quality. 
The tools let researchers identify pollution 
“hot spots” and develop accurate expo-
sure data for future research. These can be 
used by other programs that manage and 
monitor air quality. 

The Study findings could influence land-
use and building code decisions made 
by local governments. Bylaws could 
require that daycares and preschools be 
built a safe distance from major roads to 
reduce exposure to pollutants. Building 
codes could require new buildings to 
have improved mechanical ventilation of 
filtered air. This would reduce the amount 
of outdoor air pollution getting into build-
ings. Building codes and voluntary design 
standards could be used to reduce illness 
caused by poor indoor air quality.

Initiatives to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions are promoting wood as a heat-
ing fuel in domestic, commercial, and 
industrial settings. The Border Air Quality 
Study is a reminder that wood smoke has 
significant effects on health, and that poli-
cies to encourage the use of bioenergy 
need to be carefully designed if they are 
not to add to health problems from air 
pollution.

For more detail see  
www.cher.ubc.ca/ubcbaqs/welcome.htm

Emerging Issues

(Cont’d on p.12)

1 B.C. Ministry of Agriculture and Lands (2006) “B.C.’s Food Self-Reliance. Can B.C.’s Farmers Feed Our Growing Population?”



Visibility: the view ahead…

Many people judge air quality solely by how clean or dirty the 

air looks. Visibility (or how distinctly an object stands out from 

its surroundings) depends on interactions between sunlight 

and tiny particles and gases in the air. As a general rule, when 

more of these pollutants are in the air, visibility deteriorates. 

British Columbia is known for its spectacular vistas of moun-

tains, coastlines and picturesque islands. Sometimes these 

views are degraded by a haze from human-caused emissions. 

Many people are concerned about this visual blight and its 

effects on tourism, property values and human health (these 

same particles that degrade visibility also are inhaled deeply 

into the lungs). One study showed that a single poor visibil-

ity day could result in a loss of almost nine million dollars in 

future tourist revenues for the Lower Fraser Valley2. 

What can be done about the haze that impairs our views? 

Since October 2006, agencies including Metro Vancouver 

(formerly GVRD), B.C. Ministry of Environment, Environment 

2 Taken from Environment Canada, “The Impact of Visual Air Quality on Tourism Revenues in Greater Vancouver and the Lower Fraser Valley”. McNeill, R and Roberge, A. GBEI report number 
EC/GB-00-028. July 2000
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Canada and Fraser Valley Regional District (FVRD) have been 

working together to explore ways to protect and improve visibility. 

This has involved exploratory meetings, the development of 

a consultant’s report - “The View Ahead – Identifying Options 

for a Visibility Management Framework for BC” and a workshop 

to examine the issue and possible solutions. The workshop 

provided an opportunity to hear about the importance of vis-

ibility from various sectors (film industry, agriculture, forestry) 

and gather feedback on visibility  management options 

(as described in “The View Ahead”). Together with support 

from Environment Canada, BC air management agencies are 

exploring the development of a strategy to achieve a visibility 

management program in British Columbia. For more informa-

tion, contact JuneYoo Rifkin (June.Yoo.Rifkin@ec.gc.ca) or Steve 

Sakiyama (Steve.Sakiyama@gov.bc.ca). The report “The View 

Ahead” is available from: 

www.env.gov.bc.ca/air/airquality/index.html#viewahead

Good Visibility Day - Aug 2006  
Chilliwack, BC  

PM2.5 = 8 μg/m3 

Poor Visibility Day - Aug 2006   
Chilliwack, BC  

PM2.5 = 22 μg/m3

(Emerging Issues - cont’d from  p.11)



Air Care ON-ROAD: Helps protect our air!

The AirCare ON-ROAD Program (ACOR) 
is a mobile inspection program operated 
by the B.C. Ministry of Transportation. 
ACOR inspectors carry out roadside tests 
of heavy-duty diesel vehicles, looking for 
excessive smoke in exhaust. ACOR protects 
public health and helps provide safe, clean 
air by enforcing British Columbia’s diesel 
emission standards. 

Diesel Exhaust and Particulate Matter

The exhaust from diesel vehicles contains 
particulate matter that endangers our 
health and environment. Particulate matter 
has been linked to asthma and other lung 
and heart illnesses. It is produced in diesel 
engines when droplets of fuel do not 
completely burn up during combustion. 
Particulate is formed and released in the 
vehicle’s exhaust.

Opacity is indicative of how much PM is in 
the smoke.  Opacity refers to how much 
light is blocked by the smoke. 

Dark smoke is a sign that a vehicle may 
be operating outside allowable emission 
limits. ACOR inspectors use this informa-
tion to identify which vehicles should be 
tested. If a vehicle fails to meet BC’s diesel 
emission standards, the owner may be 
ordered to have the vehicle repaired and 
then retested. The ACOR team will inspect 
vehicles at a company’s request. 

Repairs Make Sense

Reducing smoke emissions helps our envi-
ronment and our health. Emission prob-
lems become more common as vehicles 
age, so it is important to properly maintain 
vehicles to ensure they are running cleanly. 
Regular maintenance will also lead to 
lower fuel and maintenance costs and a 
longer engine life.

The Cost of Idling

Truck drivers could also save costs by 
reducing the amount of time their vehicles 

idle. A diesel engine produces much 
higher emission levels while it is idling 
than it would on the road. Extended idling 
causes carbon soot to build up inside the 
engine. Studies suggest that an engine 
idling for one hour has the same effect 
on engine-carbon build-up as two hours 
of driving. This build-up of soot is often 
blown out in a puff of smoke when the 
truck accelerates, releasing particulate 
matter into the air we breathe. Drivers of 
diesel vehicles would help their vehicles, 
our health and the environment by turning 
off their engines whenever possible.

For More Information

For more information call: 1-888-775-8785 
or visit: www.th.gov.bc.ca/ACOR. If you see 
a truck that is smoking excessively, call the 
above number. 
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By pursuing options to reduce 
pollution and the combustion 
of fossil fuels in our vehicles and 
homes, your actions as a con-
sumer can improve air quality, 
your health, the environment, 
and reduce greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions that contribute 
to climate change.
1. Participate in the Provincial Woodstove 
Exchange Program. You can qualify for a 
rebate to replace older, smoky woodstoves 
with new, cleaner burning models. By  
installing and operating the stove correctly, 
you consume less wood and produce 70% 
fewer emissions, resulting in improved air 
quality and a healthier home.  The program 
is available in 6 areas of British Columbia. 
www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/woodstove/index.htm

2. Make improvements to your poorly 
insulated or energy inefficient home. You 
can save 30% off your energy bill and up 
to 1,000 pounds of carbon dioxide a year. 
Qualify for federal grants through the 
ecoENERGY Retrofit Program by improving 
energy efficiency in your home. To find out 
how, visit: www. oee.nrcan.gc.ca/residen-
tial/personal.

3. Be energy-efficient; Change a light bulb 
or buy low-energy appliances. Replace 
lights with compact fluorescent light bulbs 
(CFL) or light-emitting diodes (LED) to 
save money, electricity, and greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions. Reduced energy 

Air Quality – What can you do about it?

consumption will reduce your carbon 
footprint. Visit www.bchydro.com for more 
information.

4. Purchase environmentally friendly prod-
ucts. Buy locally produced recyclable prod-
ucts with the least amount of packaging, 
and that are labelled with the EcoLogoM 
standard (www.ecologo.org). Packaging 
makes up about half of our garbage by 
volume -- by reducing household garbage 
by 10%, you can reduce CO2 emissions by 
1,200 pounds each year. By purchasing 
environmentally friendly products, you can 
significantly reduce your carbon footprint; 
and reducing travel time by purchasing 
locally will also improve air quality.

5. Bring your own bag. Purchase a sturdy 
cloth bag (especially those made with 
organically grown, sustainable plant fibres) 
for your trip to the grocery store and other 
shopping. Plastic bags produce harmful 
pollutants when burned, negatively im-
pacting your health and environment.

6. Purchase air-friendly products. Products 
such as cleaning agents, paint products, 
glues, and aerosol products contain ozone-
forming chemicals known as volatile 
organic compounds (VOCs), which can 
be harmful to your health. Use products 
that are  waterbased, have low amounts of 
VOCs and are in a solid or gel state.

7. Switch to fuel-efficient vehicles. Qual-
ify for the ecoAUTO rebate program by 
purchasing a fuel-efficient vehicle. Fuel-
efficient vehicles produce fewer emis-

sions, improving air quality and reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions. For more 
information, visit oee.nrcan.gc.ca/transpor-
tation/personal. Hybrid vehicles qualify for 
a PST rebate in BC.  
Visit: www.env.gov.bc.ca/air/vehicle/

8. Service your vehicle on a regular basis. 
Maintaining your vehicle will increase fuel 
economy by 10% and reduce emissions. A 
poorly maintained vehicle can consume 
50% more fuel than one that runs properly. 
Useful tips include properly inflating your 
tires, replacing dirty air filters, and chang-
ing your oil regularly.

9. Invest in alternative transportation op-
tions. The Canadian Automobile Associa-
tion (www.caa.ca/pdf/2007-04-27%20Driv-
ingCostsBrochure2007.pdf ) estimates the 
cost to keep an average car on the road to 
be about $7,080 per year. To save money 
and reduce  air emissions, consider joining 
a car-share co-operative (www.carsharing.
net), carpool program (www.ride-share.
com), or invest in a bus pass (and also be 
eligible for tax refunds). Each year, a single 
city bus can take 40 vehicles off the road 
and reduce annual GHG emissions by 25 
tonnes. 

10. Consider purchasing alternative fuels 
for your vehicle. To produce fewer green-
house gas emissions and toxic pollutants, 
switch to cleaner or renewable fuels, for 
example, ethanol: natural gas and biodie-
sel. For more information visit: oee.nrcan.
gc.ca/transportation/personal, www.bio-
fleet.net and www.hybridexperience.com

14



FRASER VALLEY REGIONAL DISTRICT

The Fraser Valley Regional District 
(FVRD) continues to be involved in 
the improvement of air quality in 
the Lower Fraser Valley and Geor-
gia Basin/Puget Sound airsheds. 
Issues being specifically targeted in 
2008 include measures to reduce 
the high levels of ozone in the 
eastern Fraser Valley, and increas-
ing the stringency of air quality 
regulation and enforcement to 
protect air quality in this sensitive 
airshed. The FVRD will be working 
with UBC researchers to determine 
the conditions under which the 
high levels of ozone occur. Armed 
with this information, strategies 
will be developed to help mitigate 
the situation. 

The 2005 emission inventory 
forecasts that ammonia emissions 
from agricultural sources will con-
tinue to increase. Sulphates and 
nitrates in the air react chemically 
with ammonia to create secondary 
fine particulate matter which has 
both health and visibility implica-
tions. In 2008 the FVRD intends to 
work with the Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Lands and other local 
air quality agencies in an effort to 
address this issue. 

As a signatory to the Climate Ac-
tion Charter, the FVRD is commit-
ted to becoming carbon neutral 
by 2012. In 2008 opportunities 
for reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions through modification of 
corporate activities and practices 
will be developed in cooperation 
with other local municipalities.

There have been many advances 
over the past decade in the 
understanding of air quality  and 
in 2008 work will commence to 
update the FVRD 1998 Air Quality 
Management Plan. The plan will 
complement the actions contained 
in Metro Vancouver’s 2005 plan, 
recognizing the important partner-
ship with its neighbouring region 
in the Lower Fraser Valley airshed.  

HEALTH CANADA

Health Canada’s Safe Environ-
ments Programme (SEP) promotes 
healthy living, working and rec-
reational environments for British 

What government is doing to protect the air you breathe.
Columbians. SEP supports scientific 
research and develops strategies to 
help reduce risks to human health 
from the environment.

During 2008 SEP will be engaged 
in the following activities:

Air Quality Health Effects Research

In cooperation with BC Centre for 
Disease Control, SEP is funding 
a continuing research project at 
the UBC School of Environmental 
Health. The project is analyzing 
data collected in the Georgia Basin 
Airshed to estimate the different 
potential health impacts of air pol-
lution from multiple sources.

Air Quality Health Index (AQHI)

In partnership with the BC Lung 
Association, SEP is providing 
$200,000 in 2008 to the Province 
to expand the AQHI program. The 
AQHI helps British Columbians un-
derstand the relationship between 
local air quality and their health, 
and informs their decisions during 
periods of poor air quality to pro-
tect their health www.airhealth.ca

Indoor Air Quality

SEP, with assistance from the BC 
Lung Association, will continue the 
series of radon workshops in BC. 
The program provides informa-
tion and alternatives for British 
Columbians wishing to test or 
reduce radon concentrations in 
their homes.

For further information please visit 
Health Canada’s website at:  
www.hc-sc.gc.caCOUVER 

METRO VANCOUVER 

2005 Emission Inventory & Forecast

The “2005 Lower Fraser Valley Air 
Emissions Inventory & Forecast 
and Backcast” was completed in 
2007. Compiled every 5 years, 
the emissions inventory provides  
information on the types, amount 
and location of air emissions in the 
region and plays an important role 
in developing emission reduction 
measures. Additionally, informa-
tion from the emissions forecast 
is important for assessing GHG 
emission reductions that may be 
feasible for the Metro Vancouver 

region. The report is available at:
www.metrovancouver.org/about/
publications/Publications/ 
ExecSummary_2005_LFV.pdf

Climate Change

In December 2007, Metro 
Vancouver signed onto the BC 
Climate Action Charter, making 
the commitment to carbon neutral 
corporate operations by 2012. In 
February 2008, the Board adopted 
regional GHG reduction targets 
– 33% below current levels by 
2020 and 80% below current levels 
by 2050. Regional and corporate 
climate change plans are being 
developed which will address 
both greenhouse gas reductions 
and adaptation to the impacts of 
climate change. 

Marine Vessels and Port Operations

Metro Vancouver is collaborating 
with government agencies, marine 
industry stakeholders and port 
authorities to improve the air emis-
sions inventory for ocean-going 
vessels in BC and develop an air 
emission inventory of Vancouver 
Fraser Port Authority’s landside op-
erations. In 2007, Vancouver Fraser 
Port Authority, Port of Seattle and 
Port of Tacoma developed “The 
Pacific Northwest Ports Clean Air 
Strategy” to address maritime and 
port-related emissions that affect 
the air quality and climate change 
in the Pacific Northwest. Vancou-
ver Fraser Port Authority is also 
working on several initiatives that 
would address diesel emissions.

Local Air Quality Studies

Metro Vancouver is currently ex-
amining air quality within commu-
nities along the inner and central 
harbours of Burrard Inlet. Detailed 
information has been collected 
about the emission sources in this 
area. Air quality monitoring will 
begin in a number of communities 
in spring 2008 and air quality mod-
elling will also be conducted to 
estimate ambient concentrations 
of key pollutants in areas where 
monitoring is not feasible.

Monitoring Network Review

In partnership with Environment 

Canada and the Fraser Valley 
Regional District, Metro Vancouver 
led a review of the Lower Fraser 
Valley air quality monitoring net-
work in 2007. An expert team led 
by local consultants collaborated 
to provide Metro Vancouver with 
several recommendations to im-
prove and update the monitoring 
network. The recommendations 
encompass special monitoring 
studies, changes in monitoring at 
permanent stations, visibility moni-
toring, and network operations. 
Many of these recommendations 
are now being pursued. 

Air Quality Management Bylaw 
Amendments

An amended Air Quality Manage-
ment Bylaw is expected to be con-
sidered by the Metro Vancouver 
Board late in 2008. The proposed 
Bylaw amendments include revi-
sions to the system of permit and 
regulatory emission fees to better 
reflect the harmful impacts of dif-
ferent air contaminants, and regu-
lation of emissions from gas and 
wood-fired boilers and heaters.

GOVERNMENT OF B.C.  

In June 2008, the provincial 
government released its Air Action 
Plan that sets out 28 actions to 
reduce pollution from all sources. 
The government has committed 
$28.5 million over three years to 
implement the Plan, in partnership 
with industry, communities, and 
other levels of government. Initia-
tives include:  

• Canada’s first mandatory program 
to fit diesel trucks with diesel 
oxidation catalyst (DOC) filters to 
reduce emissions. 

• Funding to retrofit school buses 
in BC with DOC filters and to en-
able school districts around the 
province to purchase new clean-
energy school buses.

• Plans to move the AirCare On 
Road Program (ACOR), which fo-
cuses on heavy-duty vehicle test-
ing, from an educational system 
to an enforcement system, with 
fines for drivers of high-polluting 
commercial diesel trucks. Vehicle 
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testing will be done at inspection 
stations around the province.

• Development of a Provincial 
Idle Reduction Initiative (PIRI), in 
cooperation with the Ministry of 
Transportation, to encourage driv-
ers to reduce engine idling.

• Support for Green Fleets BC – a 
partnership initiative led by the 
Fraser Basin Council to reduce fleet 
emissions in the province. 

• Establishment of a provincial 
woodstove exchange program, 
and funding to support wood-
stove exchanges in 6 areas: Prince 
George, Kimberley, Grand Forks, 
the Okanagan, Revelstoke and 
Golden.

• Establishment of the $600,000 BC 
Clean Air Research (CLEAR) Fund to 
advance air quality research in this 
province.

• Investment of $15 million to 
enhance and expand the Scrap-It 
program across British Columbia. 
The Scrap-It program provides the 
public with incentives to trade in 
pre-1993, high-polluting vehicles 

for cleaner kinds of transportation.

• On-going support for  airshed 
planning efforts in a number of 
communities to improve local air 
quality. 

For more information on the Ac-
tion Plan, see www.bcairsmart.ca

ENVIRONMENT CANADA

Locomotive and rail  
yard emissions

Environment Canada has been 
working with partners to assess and 
reduce emissions from locomotives 
in BC. Recent activities include:

• In February 2008, Environment 
Canada tested emissions from a 
Southern Railway of BC locomotive 
running on biodiesel (B5 and B10) 
and petroleum diesel.

• Environment Canada has entered 
into an agreement with TransLink 
to demonstrate the effectiveness 
of a diesel oxidation catalyst on a 
West Coast Express locomotive. In-
stallation and testing of the device 
is expected in the summer of 2008.

• Following complaints about 

excessive locomotive idling at the 
Vancouver Terminal, Environment 
Canada and Transport Canada 
initiated an agreement with the 
railway to alter its operating prac-
tices to minimize idling.

Agricultural emissions

Environment Canada is col-
laborating with agriculture and air 
quality agencies/organizations to 
minimize agricultural sector emis-
sions and establish nonregulatory 
national environmental perfor-
mance standards.

Georgia Basin-Puget Sound Inter-
national Airshed Strategy

Together with the US Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (Region 10), 
Environment Canada continues to 
lead a multi-agency, international 
co-operative strategy to reduce the 
impact of air pollution on human 
health, ecosystems, and visibility.

Visual Air Quality

Together with its partners (B.C. 
Ministry of Environment, Fraser 
Valley Regional District, Metro 
Vancouver), Environment Canada 

Visit or contact the following agencies for more information:

British Columbia Lung Association 
www.bc.lung.ca 
2675 Oak St., Vancouver, BC V6H 2K2 
(604) 731-5864 or toll-free at  
1-800-665-5864 (in BC but outside 
the Lower Mainland)
Environment Canada,  
Pacific and Yukon Region 
www.pyr.ec.gc.ca 
401 Burrard Street 
Vancouver, BC V6C 3S5 
(604) 664-9100
Health Canada Safe Environment 
Programme 
British Columbia Region 
www.hc-sc.gc.ca/ewhsemt/air/index_e.html 
Suite 405, Winch Building 
Sinclair Centre, 757 West Hastings 
St., Vancouver, BC V6C 1A1 
(604) 666-2671
B.C. MINISTRY OF HEALTHY  
LIVING AND SPORT 
www.gov.bc.ca/hls/index.html-
Suite 4-2 – 1515 Blanshard Street 
Victoria, BC Canada V8W 3C8 
(250) 952-1433
B.C. MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT 
Environmental Quality Branch 
www.env.gov.bc.ca/air 
PO Box 9341, Stn Prov Govt 
Victoria BC, Canada V8W 9M1 
(250) 387-9932
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is exploring options for managing 
visual air quality (visibility) in BC. 
Environment Canada is also con-
ducting monitoring and scientific 
studies associated with visibility in 
British Columbia.

Environment Canada’s National 
Pollutant Release Inventory 
(NPRI) Program

• The NPRI is Canada’s legislated, 
publicly-accessible inventory of 
pollutants released, disposed of 
and recycled by industrial, insti-
tutional and commercial facilities 
across the country.

• NPRI data are used by the 
Government of Canada to track 
progress in pollution prevention, 
evaluate releases and transfers of 
substances of concern, identify 
and take action on environmental 
priorities, and implement policy 
initiatives and risk management 
measures.

• Reporting deadline is June 1, 2008.

• For additional information please 
visit the NPRI website at: http://
www.ec.gc.ca/pdb/npri 

Vancouver Island Region 
www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/regions/
vanc_island/index.html 
2080-A Labieux Road 
Nanaimo, BC V9T 6J9 
(250) 751-3100
Lower Mainland Region 
www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/regions/
lower_mainland/index.html 
2nd floor, #10470 152nd Street 
Surrey, BC V3R 0Y3; (604) 582-5200
Cariboo Region 
www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/regions/
cariboo/index.htm 
#400 640 Borland St., Williams Lake, 
BC V2G 4T1; (250) 398-4530
Kootenay Region 
www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/regions/
kootenay/index.html 
#401 333 Victoria Street 
Nelson, BC V1L 4K3 
(250) 354-6333
Skeena Region 
www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/regions/
skeena/index.html 
3726 Alfred Avenue, Bag 5000 
Smithers, BC V0J 2N0 
(250) 847-7260
Omineca and Peace Regions 
www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/regions/
omineca/index.html 
3rd Floor,1011 Fourth Avenue 
Prince George, BC V2L 3H9 
(250) 565-6135

Thompson & Okanagan Regions 
www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/regions/
thompson/index.html 
1259 Dalhousie Drive 
Kamloops BC V2C 5Z5 
(250) 371-6200
METRO VANCOUVER 
www.metrovancouver.org 
4330 Kingsway 
Burnaby, BC V5H 4G8 
(604) 432-6200
FRASER VALLEY REGIONAL DISTRICT 
www.fvrd.bc.ca 
45950 Cheam Ave., Chilliwack, BC 
V2P 1N6 
(604) 702-5000 / 1-800-528-0061
BRITISH COLUMBIA HEALTH 
AUTHORITIES
Northern Health Authority 
www.northernhealth.ca 
600-299 Victoria Street 
Prince George, BC V2L 5B8 
(250) 565-2649
Interior Health Authority 
www.interiorhealth.ca 
2180 Ethel Street 
Kelowna, BC V1Y 3A1 
(250) 862-4367
Vancouver Island Health Authority 
www.viha.ca 
1952 Bay Street 
Victoria, BC V8R 1J8 
(250) 370-8699

(What Government... - cont’d from  p.15)
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 The Corporation of the District of North Vancouver 
 
 CORPORATE POLICY MANUAL 
 
 
 

Section: Information Systems & Services  4 

Sub-Section:  Internet 1345 

Title: EXTERNAL LINKS ON DISTRICT WEB SITE 1 

 
 
POLICY  
 
The District of North Vancouver recognizes that the District’s web page (www.dnv.org) is an 
important communications tool. The District strives to be a leader in Municipal web sites and to 
take a proactive, interactive approach to communications with District taxpayers and the general 
public. This policy will act as a guideline when dealing with requests from outside organizations 
to link through the District’s web page to an external site. 
 
 
REASON FOR POLICY 
 
To provide guidelines to staff regarding linking to external web sites through the District’s web site.  
 
 
PROCEDURE 
 
The District will provide links to external sites provided that: 1) the content enhances the service provided by 
the District, 2) linkage is deemed appropriate by the owner department*, and 3) the link meets the following 
criteria: 
  
§ Any government (Municipal, Provincial or Federal) agency or service, 
§ Subject-focused web sites of regional interest  (i.e. Lions Gate Bridge Project, Lower Mainland Treaty 

Advisory Committee, etc.) 
§ External sites whose information content enhances the service or information provided by the owner-

department (i.e. Tourism links to registered North Shore tourist locations and services, Film Office links 
to BC Film Commission, etc.). 

§ Any registered, non-profit organization, if the information/service provided enhances the quality of life for 
District taxpayers (i.e. Meals on Wheels, NS Multicultural Society, etc.). 

§ Any District partner organizations (i.e. Library, Chamber of Commerce, etc.)  
§ Any registered Community Association or Council Committee. 
§ External sites do not contain any material that expresses an opinion regarding candidates or referenda 

questions that are the subject of a local government election, between the first day of the nomination 
period until following the respective election. 
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THE DISTRICT: 
§ is not responsible for the content, accuracy or maintenance of external web sites. 
§ will not provide links to sites that are inconsistent with the District’s Community Diversity Policy   #10-

4720-2, or contain offensive material (i.e. racism, pornography, obscenities, etc.). 
§ will provide links to commercial sites only if deemed appropriate by the owner department as having 

relevant content information to users of the District site.  
§ the District reserves the right to terminate any link at any time; subject to firstly attempting to contact 

the owner of the web site and resolve any concerns. 
 
 
GENERAL 
§ It is the responsibility of the owner department to determine which links are appropriate for the District 

web site, based on the above criteria. Owner departments can consult with the Webmaster or 
Communications Officer for clarification. 

§ Responsibility for ensuring links are current and are consistent with this policy will rest with the owner 
department.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(*) “Owner department” is defined as the departmental portion of the web  site that contains the 
relevant information and links (i.e. the owner department for tourism links is the Arts, Culture and Tourism 
Department). 
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Municipal spending outpaces inflation and growth  
   I think a lot of incumbents running in the Nov. 15 municipal elections should have a lot of explaining to do. 
   And I invite you to look over the following information and let me know if you feel the same. 
   A Canadian Federation of Independent Business analysis of municipal spending in 26 B.C. municipalities shows that over the 
past seven years spending has out-paced the combined rates of inflation and population growth in every one of them. The ratio
of spending over inflation/growth ranged from almost 4 to 1 in West Vancouver to just over 1.2 to 1 in Nanaimo. 
   In West Van, spending was up 62 per cent — by far the highest increase in all the municipalities that were analysed — while 
growth and inflation totaled just 17.4 per cent combined, for a ratio of 3.93-1. 
   The comparable figures in the City of Vancouver were 35.8 per cent, 17.4 per cent and 2.06. 
   At the low end of the scale was Nanaimo with 25.3 per cent, 20.8 per cent and a ratio 1.22-1. 
   The remainder of list, from worst to best, includes: 
North Vancouver District 43.1%, 15.2% and 2.83 
Port Coquitlam 50%, 19.7% and 2.53 
Vernon 46.9%, 19.4% and 2.42 
North Vancouver City 50.7%, 21.8% and 2.32 
Victoria 35%, 15.9% and 2.2 
Chilliwack 56.1%, 25.6% and 2.19 
Penticton 44%, 20.7% and 2.13 
Richmond 36.7%, 18.1% and 2.03 
Coquitlam 31.8%, 16.4% and 1.94 
Saanich 31.4%, 16.3% and 1.93 
Surrey 52.3%, 28% and 1.87 
Kelowna 50.9%, 27.8% and 1.83 
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Langley District 41.6%, 24.4% and 1.7 
Burnaby 27.4%, 16.4% and 1.67 
Campbell River 31.4%, 18.9% and 1.66 
Kamloops 29.2%, 17.6% and 1.66 
Maple Ridge 53.6%, 32.9% and 1.63 
New Westminister 21.4%, 13.5% and 1.59 
Langley City 29.6%, 18.8% and 1.57 
North Cowichan 31% 20.7% and 1.5 
Abbotsford 33.9%, 22.7% and 1.49 
Delta 21.4%, 14.6% and 1.47 
Mission 28.6%, 22.4% and 1.22 
   I’m interested in hearing all views from readers — those who see justifications for spending in excess of growth and inflation, 
as well as those who have gripes. 
   To link to my most recent column on this issue, click here. 

Link to this | E-mail this | Digg this | Post to del.icio.us 

Published Friday, October 17, 2008 9:32 PM by Don Cayo 
Filed under: tax analysis, property tax, municipal spending, popiulation growth, inflation 

Comments  

If you would like to receive an email when updates are made to 
this post, please register here  

Subscribe to this post's comments using RSS  

  Julia said: 

I have read your article in today's Sun. Vancouver business is paying 5 times  the rate of property tax than that of residents for 
the same valued property. 

  At this point in the economy, business needs all the help it can get to keep jobs for people/residents and taxpayers of 
Vancouver. The 1% is part of that strategy and MUST be continued. 

  It is also time to go through the city budget with a fine-tooth comb and get back to essentials and the radical concept of 
spending within our means. 

   I have not heard either party come out in support of an auditor general. I wonder why? 

October 21, 2008 8:15 AM  
  Reg said: 

Our West Vancouver Mayor can explain away the increased spending under her regime. She uses poli-talk or bafflegab. I have 
resided in West Van for more than 50 years. Municipal taxes have never been higher during that time. 

For example; the charge for the water meter exceeds, threefold, the cost of the water. The solution of course will be to raise 
the charge for water. 

It is time for a new and differently-oriented Mayor in West Vancouver. 

It is frightening to observe the spending taking place our Municipality. 

I am a pensioner now and must consider deferring my property taxes next year. 

This situation is not true for many West Vancouverites, but I really do not want to move away. 

October 21, 2008 12:48 PM  
  Gaetan said: 

Don Cayo's article places Nanaimo at the bottom end of the scale. Mr. Cayo should have gone one line further in the Canadian 
Federation of Independent Business (CFIB) report because Port Moody is the municipality with the lowest (meaning best) fiscal 
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responsibility gap.  

Despite its rapid growth, twice that of Nanaimo, Port Moody's spending has been kept in check - better than any of BC's 28 
largest municipalities. 

A direct quote from the CFIB report: 

"In the best performing of these municipalities, Port Moody, spending grew 1.12 times faster than population and inflation 
growth."   

Nanaimo's fiscal policies are better than most but their spending still grew 1.21 times faster than population and inflation. 
Topping the chart, West Vancouver's spending grew 3.94 times faster than population and inflation. 

October 21, 2008 2:15 PM  
  Hugh said: 

Don Cayo's premise is that property tax increases should be constrained to inflationary increases. However, taxpayers are also 
consumers of services provided by local governments. Many of those consumers appear to have insatiable demands for bigger 
libraries, more bike lanes, more cops, more recreational facilities, etc. Local governments seek to measure the trade-offs 
between the demands for more services versus the demand for constraints on tax increases and I think they generally do a 
good job at that..   

Possibly Mr. Cayo might turn his focus to measuring the service levels provided by local governments and assess whether they 
meet the demands of the taxpayers. And Mr. Cayo might relegate the report of the CFIB to lining his bird cage. Their reports 
are usually simple-minded and not particularly helpful. 

October 21, 2008 4:34 PM  
  John Newcomb said: 

   I'm really worried that Capital Regional District councillors will be upping spending and taxes big-time, with that $1.5 billion 
sewage treatment plant mega-scheme. 

   So many researchers have said no to the scheme, but with Penner and Campbell, and Harper all talking like building the thing 
will soak up construction labour unemployed, I'm really worried. 

   There will be a minimum $500-a-year tax hike to pay for this white elephant. Its really bad business, but talking P3 savings is 
just hypocritical when they also probably increase the costs by making it a LEEDS project, and could even add another 1% for 
public art! 

Geez - what a scam! 

October 21, 2008 7:54 PM  
  Howard Rotberg said: 

  I disagree, with respect, with your contention firstly, that municipal property taxes are high in Vancouver, and secondly, that 
spending is out of control; we are just spending money on the wrong things, such as convention centres, Olympics, and other 
things meant to turn Vancouver into a high-end resort. 

  Taxes on $1million dollar house in Vancouver are 40% less than in Toronto. 

  Historically, the well-heeled denizens of the so-called “Best Place on Earth” have kept their property taxes on their million 
dollar homes artificially low by shifting an undue part of the burden to businesses, including the many small businesses who pay 
high rent plus their pro-rata share of property taxes. passing the cost of amenities such as parks, libraries, day care centres 
away from the general property owners to the unfortunate buyers of one and two bedroom condos who are now paying close 
to $1000 per square foot.  

  This is done by obligating the “developers” to pay for these amenities, which sounds good, but these costs are simply passed 
on to the purchasers. Now, we are proving how ecological we are by imposing still further costs, of “green features” on 
developers, which pass more costs on to new buyers.  

  Even the cost of municipal planning studies are being passed on to the developers, which then drives up the price of new 
developments.  

  Existing property owners are thrilled that the price of new developments is so high, because it drives up the value of their 
homes. People who paid $50,000 for Kitsilano bungalows in 1975 are now cashing out for $1.3 million, and they think that they 
somehow deserve the huge tax free capital gains. Meanwhile young families and new immigrants are driven out of the city.  
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Leave a Comment 

Name (required)  

  

  Instead of inducement programs for our young and low income working people, we give benefits to older people with 
expensive houses, without any means test. I am referring specifically to the Seniors’ Tax Deferral Program that allows seniors 
with multi-million dollar homes and high incomes to defer until death or sale their property taxes at something like 4% interest, 
and the Homeowners’ Grant Program, which allows the poor unfortunates whose homes are worth less than $1.050,000 to get 
a grant to help pay their property taxes.  

  I discuss this issue and many more in my new book, being released at the beginning of November. The book is Exploring 
Vancouverism: The Political Culture of Canada’s Lotus Land. 

October 21, 2008 9:22 PM  
  Garrett Polman said: 

This also refers to your article "My City Spends too much" of Oct. 21. 

   Expenses are an issue in West Vancouver, and the fact the current mayor has two opponents (both currently councillors) in 
the election is driven in part by that.  

   Our municipality has the higherst per capita expenses in Metro Vancouver. But our residents are not feeling quite as rich as 
last time  around. According to Stats Canada's census numbers, the median income of our seniors dropped by 30% between 
2001 and 2005, house prices are coming down and most pensioners who live off RRSPs and personal investments have seen 
their capital tumble. 

  Yet none of this resonated with our Council. With a  real mayorality race and four empty council seats out of six it'll be 
interesting to see whether West Van electors vote for a change of course. 

   There is certainly unhappiness in the community about the expensive firing of the police chief, significant expense increases 
(taxes, fees and water bills), excessive compensation increases for sernior staff, a cost overrun of the new community centre 
and several well publicized administrative failures (e.g. the dog by-laws and bicycle path fiascos). 

   Sadly, our municipal politicians generally lack a depth of knowledge of the staff departments that would allow them to play 
the fiduciary role the electors expect of them. Few have knowledge of budgetting or experience in running large projects, many 
of which run into cost overruns. 

  Since staff, naturally, wants increases, that puts councils in a weak position. At least in public input meetings our councillors 
generally have no proposals to reduce expense. We also have no auditor general overseeing municipal programs and expenses. 

   It's interesting that while the public has been hurt by the financial meltdown over the last year and a half, none of the three 
levels of government--federal, provincial and municipal -- has swung into action whereas at the corporate level many CEOs are 
implementing cost-cutting. Politicians just love spending other people's money, and as we Canadian electors are generally an 
apathetic lot, it's going to take a more proactive stance on our part to make the politicians sit up and take notice. 

October 21, 2008 10:02 PM  
  Dave Duncan said: 

Local governments, similarly to federal and provincial governments, always look at increasing the revenue side of the balance 
sheet rather than having a hard look at the expense side. If they do look at the expenditure side (like Gordon Campbell did in 
2001/02), they always cut off their fingers and toes (ie. the people actually delivering services), rather than the huge expense 
of administration which would cripple most businesses.  

   I feel that governments of all levels should be treated as a business. The taxpayers are the shareholders. We the 
shareholders pay every year for specified services and we have a right to have them delivered in a timely, cost effective 
manner. 

   In almost every instance government, primarily its employees fail miserably.  

   It's time there was provincial law restricting local governments to spending increases to inflation plus population growth. Any 
further increases would have to go to referendum.  

October 22, 2008 1:30 AM  
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