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According to the map, a
family would have to make
about $110,000 a year before
half of Metro Vancouver's
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Grumpy about house prices?

You're not alone. Livability poll finds we love Vancouver, but can’t afford it

LORI CULBERT
VANCOUVER SUN

Only three per cent of people
who live in the city of Vancou-
ver think they are paying a rea-
sonable amount for their mort-
gages or rent, according to a
new poll funded by Vancity.

And across the Lower

Mainland — known for its sky-
high real estate prices — just
one-quarter of residents think
they are getting good value for
money when it comes to hous-
ing or rental prices.

The poll results, released
to The Vancouver Sun less
than a month before the
Nov. 15 municipal election,
delved into the topic that

Vancouverites love to debate
— housing affordability.
“Whether vou grew up in this
region, moved here 20 years or
two months ago, housing costs
are increasingly becoming part
of how we define our relation-
ship to Metro Vancouver,” said
Shachi Kurl, senior vice-pres-
ident of Angus Reid Global,
which conducted the poll.
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are out in the Valley, too.
“Most people are not com-
muting from Surrey to down-
town Vancouver, he said.

“It’s not a new conversation.
We've been talking about these
issues over coffee, in line at the
grocery store, on date night or
at family dinner for a genera-
tion. But as time goes by, hous-
ing costs appear to take on a
more significant and promi-
nent role in our lives.”

The city of Vancouver had
by far the lowest percentage

of fiscally happy homeowners
— only three per cent thought
they were getting good value
from their mortgages or rental
payments.
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Grumpy about house prices?
You’re not alone
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