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An artist's rendering of the new Seaspan offices to be built at the North Vancouver shipbuilding yard. It will be completed in 2017 and house about 350 staff.

Resurgence in shipbuilding industry

Seaspan expects to hire another 1,300 trades and office staff over the next five years

EVAN DUGGAN
SPETIAL 10 THE 5%

Seaspan is moving forward
with plans to build a new office
on the North Vancouver water-
front as the firm ramps up pro-
duction and welcomes more
than 1,300 new shipbuilding
and office staff over the next five

vears.

The Distriet of North Vaneou-
ver voted to a pprove rmits for
the shipbuilding and tug com-
p:u){ earlier llnssmonlh to build
the four-st 4, OO0-SCuare-
foot office at the end of Pember-
ton Avenue adjacent to the ship-
building yard.

Since Seaspan won part of the
federal shipbuilding procure-
ment contract in 2011, its North
Shore operations have been
growing from a “facilities stand-
point, and certainly from a peo-
ple standpoint,” said CEOQ Jona-
than Whitworth.

Whitworth said the firm is in
the middle of adding about 350
people to its office staff over a
three-year period. "And, in the
next five vears, we'll add about
1,000 tradesmen and women,”
e said in an interview.

In 2o11, the federal govern-
ment chose Seaspan (o build sev-
eral non-combat vessels.

Seaspan plans to build 17
ships, including science ves-
5:34& a Poinr*rr!inssnidoebrenker
the coast and two su| rorl
;{h:ps fors:?;c Royal Canadia

o

Around 600 people work at
the Vancouver site, but that will
increase to about 1,300 when
the $2.6-billion building project
kicks into full swing.

“The first thing that we focused
on was the shipyard itself,”

The four-storey, 84,000-square-foot office at the foot of Pemberton Avenue will be built on footings to accommadate future rising sea levels,

modern, clean and pti
built facility.”

He said the new office would
house about 350 staff, some
of whom are now spread out
around several buildings in the
area. “Right now we have 5%
buildings and onee this is done,
they will be in two.”

He said the construction of
the office building should
in earnest in January, with the
completion date set for the third
quarter of 2017,

The office project was an easy

‘ ‘ They're essentially re-establishing the

shipbuilding industry not only in the Lower
Mainland, but in the Pacific Northwest, which I think is
very exciting for generations to come.

TERRY THIES

COMMERCIAL SPECIALIST WITH AVISOH YOUNG

The mayor said the shipbuild-
ing contract is a key part of
North Vancouver's industrial
health.

“We ize that shipbufld

one for couneil to approve, sai
North Vancouver District Mayor
Richard Walton.

“The investment that they're
putting in down at the site is
commensurate with the 20-1o0-
3o-year mmm!lmem for ship-
" he said in

Whitworth said, noting that
they sgient “Il:omhislso l_‘:{nillkm
upgrading the s ard at 50
Psglbenuﬁg\w" e

“Now that's taken care of so
we're focusing on all of the addi-
tional office staff that we have,
and making sure they have a

an interview, “There was unani-
maous council support for it.”

He said the building is
designed on I’aoung,s 1o ACcom-

ing was reatly nrfmrl of the mcn-
I.'SIE of industrial activit

the North Shore going ack
more than a hundred years,” he
said, noting that the industry is
resurging fo]luwing a downturn
in the 19708, "Bos :;tnd llqu?. “It's
Very enco er this man
vears to see m?ln%u els of activ Ié
increasing again, They're well-
paying jobs.”

madate | future risin; sea levels.

“Tt d me of a build
down on the Louisiana salt flats
or in a bayou somewhere.”

Terry Thies a Nnrlh Shore

and princi-
pal with Avison Young, said Sea-
span and the shipyards represent

one of the North Shore’s top
industrial users, which would
also include Neptune Terminals,
Cargill, Are’teryx, and North
Shore Studios.

“Seaspan is definitely front and
centre right now because of the
2o-year build project they've
got on the go,” he said. “They're
essentially re-establishing the
shipbuilding industry not only in
the Lower Mainland, but in the
Pacific Northwest, which I think
is very exciting for generations
to come.”

He said the office project sig-
nals that Seaspan is confident
in its future on the North Shore
“They're not at full steam yet,”
he said. “They're in the process

afl'urtn e right now.”

g];e'.ﬂm g&i‘ld that while
the industrial economy on the
North Shore is healthy, there
is little space for businesses to
expand.

Avison Young is set to release
a report in about n month that
will show “the lowest industrial
vacancy rate that they've ever
seen in North Vancouver,” he
said.

“Vacancy has gone from 2.3 per
cent a year ago, to 0.8 per cent
as of the end of the third quar-
ter,” he said. “The lack of land
an the North Shore for indus-
trial projeets is having a dra-
matic effect on this vacancy rate
as well because we're not sceing
new prajects coming out of the
ground to meet the vacancy,”

While Seaspan sets an exam-
ple for other international busi-
nesses to come to the area, “it's
very difficult to nccommaodate all
those uses because of our lack of
product,” Thies said.
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