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Planner Andy Yan's study on emply condos In the city found two-thirds of recent expensive west-side home sales went to people with non-Anglicized Chinese first names.

Nothing racist about housmg study

Necessary info:
Collecting data
on buyers’
nationality is

a way of getting
at the causes

of Vancouver’s
runaway house
prices
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But was there anything about
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Iread of Simon Fraser Universi-
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bee an unintended consequence
of what Yan and four other stud-
s have determined regarding
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ANCOUVer's west sid
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a fear of
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deny all the causes behind Met-
ro's runaway housing prices.
inelude investor-class
immigration programs that
came out of Ottawa and con-
tinue through the backdoor of
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Since many people are co
fused about the meaning of 1
divi term macist, which con-
netes supertority,
liely asked an
t

wor defines racism.”
Albert Lo, head of the Cana-
dinn Race Relations Foundation,
said lu\ onganization defines ra
fsm “Any individunl act
or institutional practice which
treats people differently becanse
of their colour or ethnicity. This
istinction is often used to jus.
tify discrimination.”
Asked |I’Iu- sees Yan's re
as cist,” Lo said he d
“see a problem” with academic
archers collecting statistics
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organization has a $25
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“There are racists out there
who will exploit this to advance
But it's impor-
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Pendakur — UBC planner
emeritus, former Vaneouver city
councillor und senior adviser to
Mainland China’s Stute Coun-
cil — also endorses Yan's work,
countering suggest
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Many countries

Frankly, if lots of
expensive real estate
was being bought

by wealthy Scots in
Scotland, that would
raise the same issues

as offshore Chinese
(buying in Vancouver).
MICHAEL MCDOMALD, ETHICIST

Mainland Chinn impase a variety
ions o fored

eapecially suspicious when it
womes from developers and paol-
iti -granddad
Yaun has said.
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“So o -.u]lll'lm\\
] m' to protect
That's just ahsurd
This is an alm uniquely Van-
couver reaction,
Yan's perspective {= in line with
that of B.C.'s former lie h-unnl-
governor, the lte David La
real estate devel from 1 |ung
Kong. who had little patienee for
people who tratted out the r
15t accusation at first hint of
inter-cultural conflict, “When
o Canadian is concerned about
ks own way of living.” Lam said,
“this coneern i
Lo, wha v

1
n the real estate
industry Iu-mn- heading the
Canadian Raee Relations Foun-
dution, urges Ottawn and
toria to openly investigate the
complex factors hehind commu-
nity-destroving housing specala-
tion in Metro Vancouver
s the data on the
nationalities of property pur-
chasers in B.C. is already in the
hands of government and not
edd. He wonders what

aid, even prov-
an already
restricting offshore
huyers of farmland.

What exaetly is racist, Lo asks,
about simply tracking thi pass-
ports of all those who buy B.C.
property?

1's not exactly o new or radical
cancept,
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