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If you live on the North
Shore, the odds are
you’ve had more than
one close encounter with
the wild things.

After all, we live on the
edge of one of the world’s
last great wildernesses, a
hinterland that starts at the
Grouse Grind and goes all
the way to Alaska.

This wilderness is
home to much of what’s
left of the planet’s animal
population, and so it’s
not surprising that some
of them can be found
rummaging around in your
garbage or hanging out in
your hot tub.

For us, it’s thrilling and
a bit chilling, especially
when the visitor weighs
150 or 200 kilos and comes
with big teeth and claws, all
the better to eat you with.

But for the visitor, it’s
mainly fatal.The death
toll is depressing: in
the last four years, B.C.
“conservation” officers
have dispatched 352
cougars, 72 grizzly bears
and a stunning 1,872 black
bears, mainly for doing
what comes naturally:
hunting for food.

The tragic absurdity
of all this came to a
climax in July when
one conservation officer
decided to conserve, rather
than destroy, two little
black bear cubs he had
orphaned after complying
with government policy by
shooting their mother.

As we all know by now,
the government suspended
him for not killing the
cubs, too. After much
social media sound and
fury, the conservation
officer is back on the
payroll and the two cubs
are enjoying the hospitality
of the North Island Wildlife
Recovery Centre near
Parksville.They now have

names — Athena and
Jordan — and you can go
online and adopt one for
$25.

Are they ever cute.
The centre will have them
for 18 months and then
they will be reintroduced
into the wild, head for the
nearest tasty trash, get shot
by a conservation officer
and end up tossed on the
pile with the other 1,872
former miscreants.

If you’re a fan of bitter
irony, the whole idea of
calling them “conservation
officers” might strike you
as funny, but I can see
how “government bear
assassins” won’t do.

I suppose we can’t have
coyotes and cougars and
bears (oh my) wandering
around at will, dining out
on trash and terriers. And
it’s no use moaning about
how they’re only trying to
survive — which they are
— or that they were here
first, which they were.

But a less bureaucratic
assessment of the danger
might help. For many
years, I lived close to
Mosquito Creek, which is a
wildlife superhighway and

the shortest direct route to
some of the best eating on
the North Shore.

One day after
Thanksgiving, we found
ourselves hosting a
follow-up feast for a huge
mother black bear and
her two cubs — the same
configuration that got
the conservation officer
suspended. Momma bear
took out the garbage can,

bungee cords and all, sat
down and calmly finished
off the turkey carcass while
the cubs frolicked on the
lawn.

When she finished,
she gathered up the kids
and went and wreaked
holiday havoc on Highland
Boulevard. I’ll never forget
that lady in her robe and
curlers trying to direct
traffic around the bears,

who eventually found their
way back to the creek and
into the woods.

As exciting as it was
(and there’s nothing more
exciting than a 150-kilo
bear squatting in your
driveway), the last thing
I wanted was for the
“conservation” officers to
end the whole pageant with
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Last week Justin Trudeau made specific
mention of the need for a comprehensive
approach to addressing the congestion
issue on Highway #1 in North Vancouver.
In listing off some examples of the kind of
local transportation infrastructure needs
a Liberal government would address if
elected October 19th, he cited the 55 year
old Lynn Creek Bridge

The Liberal Party of Canada has
committed to nearly double federal
infrastructure investment to $125 billion
– from the current $65 billion – over the
next decade. This plan will enable us to
kick start our economy and to renew aging
infrastructure at a time when the cost of
borrowing is at historic lows.

The significance of Mr. Trudeau’s Lynn
Creek Bridge mention is that it illustrates
how a Liberal government intends to
reach out to municipal government to
inform where the greatest returns on
infrastructure investment can be made.

Taxing our patience

Congestion on the approaches to the
Second Narrows Bridge continues to
impact our environment, our economy and
our patience.

North Vancouver’s current Member of
Parliament deserves credit for helping
to bring federal cost-sharing dollars to a
provincial/District plan to fix some of the
interchange problems that contribute to
the traffic jams. The problem, however,
is that the current plan does not go far
enough. It will not be the “Cure for the
Cut” as his election material claims.

North Vancouver District planners and
Mayor Richard Walton contend, for
example, that significant widening of
the four-lane Lynn Creek Bridge

(the “Orange Bridge”) is a key ingredient
of the “Cure for the Cut.”

Without this investment, the backups
southbound down Mountain Highway
will likely remain. A widened “Orange
Bridge” would enable an eastbound entry
ramp onto Highway 1.

It would also assist the District with its
plans to build a new east-west local road
on the north side of the new Orange
Bridge Deck to connect Mount Seymour
Parkway directly with Upper Mountain
Highway.

However replacement of the Orange
Bridge is not in the current plan and is not
even scheduled for consideration for at
least ten years. Not great news if you are
frequently stuck crawling down Mountain
Highway.

Let’s do it right

If we’re truly committed to a “Cure for
the Cut” then let’s do the job right the first
time rather than piecemeal over the next
20 years.

But I think we all know the solution is
more than additional roadway.

We need leadership that fosters a broader
discussion on transportation – including
enhanced support for public transit -
that doesn’t turn away from the tough
questions.

As your Member of Parliament for North
Vancouver, I will be a leader in driving
that discussion forward.

Jonathan Wilkinson is North Vancouver’s
Liberal candidate in the upcoming Federal
election. He is a Rhodes Scholar, former
clean-tech CEO and North Shore
soccer coach.

Authorized by the official agent for Jonathan Wilkinson.

(the “Orange

NORTH VANCOUVER
JonathanWilkinson

“Cure for theCut”: Let’s do it right

SIGN&DRIVE IS ON AT VOLVO.
SAVE ON SWEDISH LUXURY.

Enjoy the luxury of the years’ best offers on The
S60 Sport Sedan and XC60 Crossover with the
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Volvo S60 T5 Drive-E
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APR $3990.5% MSRP $37,40039 months

Volvo XC60 T5 Drive-E
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JIM PATTISON VOLVO
OF NORTH VANCOUVER

Northshore Auto Mall
809 Automall Dr, North Vancouver, BC
www.jpvolvoofnorthvancouver.com
604-986-9889

Dealer #10969. MSRP values shown do not include taxes, up to $1,815 freight and PDI, license, insurance, registration or applicable fees, levies and duties (all of which may vary by region). Lease payment
examples include $1,815 freight and PDI, $29.20 tire stewardship, $100 air conditioning levy, $75 PPSA, $499 administration fee, $350 lease service fee, $1 EHF. Other taxes, license, insurance and registration
are extra. Offers are subject to change or cancellation without notice. Limited time lease offer provided through Volvo Cars of Canada Corp. on approved credit on a new 2015.5 S60 T5 Drive-E/2015.5 V60 T5
Drive-E/2015.5 XC60 T5 AWD (2015.5 models apply to vehicles built after May 11, 2014). 0.9% lease APR for 39 months. Monthly payment is $399/$399/$499 with $3,724/$2,955/$2,418 down payment or
equivalent trade-in, $1,815 freight and PDI, $100 air conditioning surcharge (where applicable), $75 PPSA, $0 security deposit and first monthly payment due at lease inception. Total lease obligation is $20,3
43.89/$19,574.46/$22,938.07. The residual value of the vehicle at end of term is $21,777.25/$24,423.05/$24,774.75. Models shown are 2015.5 XC60 T6AWD with Inscription package and optional 20” Avior
Wheels/2015.5 V60 T6 AWD Premier/2015.5 S60 R-Design Premier. MSRP is $52,850/$46,750/$50,750. Monthly payment on model shown is $549/$449/$599 with $7,309/$5,765/$4,922 due on delivery or
equivalent trade-in (includes $0 security deposit and fi rst monthly payment). 0.9% lease APR for 39 months Total lease obligation is $28.208.41/$22,864.85/$27,721.16. The residual value of the vehicle at end
of term is $28,646/$27,808/$27,011. Taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies and duties (all of which may vary by region) are extra. 16,000 kilometre allowance; charge of $0.16/km for
excess kilometres. Retailer may lease for less. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. See Jim Pattison Volvo of North Vancouver for details.
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