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Majority would back transit funding referendum: polls

Metro, Transblink officials warn it will take a united effort to sell the concept to the public

KELLY SINOSKI
VANCOUVER SUN

More than half of Metro Van-
cotiver residenis sav (hey wonld
likely suppert a referendum on
Lransperiation funding as long
as the higher fees and taxes go
directly to transit. according te
lwe Translink-commissioned
polls released this week.

The pells, conducted in May
and June before and after
regional mavors unveiled a
$7.5-million investment plan,
suggesl 57 per cenl of those sur-
veyed would likely vote yes in a
referendum, while 35 per cent
would reject it.

Another 75 per cent said that
“even iflaxpay ers don’t like new
laxes and fees, they are neces-
sary le build new Wransil and
transportation infrastructureto
deal with congestion.™

“I'm enceuraged by whal we
see here.” said Bob Padden.
TransLink’s executive vice-
president of strategic planning.
“What it tells 15 is a referendum
iswinnable.”

Butwhile Metrw and Translink
officiuls say they are encourayed
by the pell results, they arvgue
there is still werk 10 be dene if
they are 10 sell Lhe concept to
the public, including forming a
united front with the provincial
government and MLAs, along
with business. advecacy and
environmental groups.

Righl new there is no clear
champion of the campaign.
which wis dictated by Premier
Christy Clark and eppesed by
many’ mayors, whe said it was
doomed Le (ail because they
don't haveenough time to edu-
cate the publit ahead of the vobe.
Same mayors, like Vanconver's
Gregor Roberlson, say they
expect they will have Le scll the
idea to their communities itthey
wantthe region’s 10-year trans-
portation vision to go ahead.

“None ofthe mayors support
the referendum but it’s incvi-
table. so we have to do what we

can to make sure it succeeds.”
Robertsonsaid.

Richard Waulton. mayer of
Norlh Vancouver Disltiicl and
chairman of the mayers’ ceuncil
en transpoitation. said mavors
hope the prevince will hammer
eut a refercndum cjuestion laver
this month so they can slarl the
public campaign before munic-
iPal leaders gel embroiled in
campaigning for the municipal
elections on Nov. 15.

“It’s poing to have 1o be a very
broad cellective eflort in the
cemmunity,” Walton said. “Tlus
isvery new territoiy for this kind
of initigtive in B.C. We're going
to have 10 make it up while we
go.”

Greg Moore, mayor of Port
Coquitlam and chairman of

Metro Vanoeuver Regionul Bis-
trict. said the challenge will be
to keepthe focus on the vegion’s
10-¥ear vision, noling bolh the
wording of the referendum ques-
tion — which will be decided by
the province — and TransLink's
troubled brand could signifi-
cantly affecl the outcome. Oth-
ers agree Lhe resulls ceuld dif-
fer signif.cantly depending
on whether the question was
framed in terms of supporting
funding to TrsnsLink or fund-
ing for investment in jobs and
transportation.

The polls found support tor
TransLink had already heen
waning last spring, ahead of
two major SkyTrain shutdowns
within days of each other last
summer and revelations abeut

high payouts to TransLink
executives and Transit police.
A poll from Mustel Group sug-
gesls only 68 per cent of respon-
dents have a favourable opinion
of TransLink, compared wilh 75
per centin 2610,

"We hope this referendum is
nol about TransLink,” Paddon
said. “IU's veally an investment
in public transpertatien and we
hope people wilt focus on that.”

SIiU City Program director
Gordon Price said the results,
which were *higher than I would
haveanlicipated,” could also sig-
nificantly change once the pnbhe
sees the question and how mueh
it's going te cost them in house-
hold taxes.

Choosing « funding source
could alsoget tricky: only 15 per

ARLER REDEKOP/PNG
A full 75 per cent agreed new taxes and fees are necessary to build transit and transportation infrastructure to ease congestlon.

cent of the respondents say they
supporta carben tax — the may-
o1y’ preferred funding source —
while 27 per cent would prefer
a $75 vehicle levy. Anolhey :27
per cent would like to see tolls of
up to $2 on ull bridges. while a
reggenal sales tax of one percent
gamered 17-per-cenl supperi

Ilewever. Price said Lhere isa
chance Lhe referendum could be
winmable, given the poll cesudts.
About 47 per cent of respon-
dents also said the currenttraf-
fic and transit situatien in Melre
was a “major problem.”

The pells were conducted
by telephone with a margin of
error of 4.4 per cent at 95 per
confidence.
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