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Even for a political
observer, it’s difficult to
get too excited about an
election campaign during
the dog days of summer.

With the exception
of political operatives, I
suspect it’s the same thing
for most people. Minds are
elsewhere right now: the
beach, barbecues, vacations
etc.

The pronouncements
coming from politicians
right now are background
noise.They are being
heard, but the volume is
turned down low.

It’s not just because it’s
the summer that the federal
election campaign appears
sluggish and distant. It’s
also because its record
length (11 weeks) means
many folks are putting off
“paying attention” in any
serious way until voting
day draws nearer.

I suspect the interest
and energy will pick up
after Labour Day, when
vacations end, kids go
back to school and a more

normal routine — which
includes the consumption
of more media news stories
— kicks into gear for many.

But of course, the
campaign has been
underway a few weeks
now and even if it’s not
on everyone’s radar screen
24/7, it has displayed some
glimpses of what to expect
when things begin to heat
up out on the trail.

This month is like a
lengthy warm-up before
the big game actually
begins.The key players

have shown their campaign
style and tactics.

Judging from what we’ve
seen so far, we can expect
the NDP’s Tom Mulcair
to continue to be cautious
in terms of policies and in
dealing with his own side.
He’s been emphasizing
things like law and order
and child care and not
taxes, and has ignored or
kept out of sight his party’s
sizable pro-Palestine and
anti-development factions.

Mulcair wants to make
sure he doesn’t look
threatening or radical, and
simply wants to present
a viable and reasonable
alternative to a governing
party that appears to be
teetering.

The Conservatives’
Stephen Harper will
continue his tightly
scripted, uber-control
approach to campaigning.
He will continue to try
to appeal to a minority of
voters, most of them in
southern Ontario, Alberta
and parts of B.C.

And his policy roll-out
will continue to be aimed
at older voters, who tend to
vote in far greater numbers
than younger ones. Harper
is focused on the 39 per
cent of the electorate who
keep him in power, not on
a majority of people.

The Liberals’ Justin
Trudeau will continue just
trying to be heard. He’s
likely felt the slow start
to the campaign the most
negatively, as he appears to
have the most ground to
make up and so he needs
people to pay attention.

But because he seems
to be the underdog, any
sign of rising fortunes for
Trudeau may allow him
to portray himself as the

“comeback kid,” which
can take on a momentum
in the latter stages of an
election campaign (just ask
Christy Clark).

So far, the three leaders
are mostly shadow-boxing
with each other.The lack of
a mass audience televised
debate (the one that did
occur had less than a third
of a regular audience)
has meant little direct
interaction for them.

No issue has dominated
so far.The Duffy trial has
received, by far, the most
media attention (nationally
more so than locally) of
anything, but it’s unclear
whether it will cut into
Conservative support come
Oct. 19, which is still a

long, long ways off.
I suspect scandals

don’t move voters from
one party to another as
much as many folks in the
media seem to think. In the
end, the economy usually
trumps everything else and
you can count on hearing a
lot about that for the next
seven weeks or so.

Make no mistake, the
campaign will heat up next
month. But until then, feel
free to be focused more on
the barbecue and the beach
than on federal politicians.

Keith Baldrey is chief
political reporter for Global
BC. Keith.Baldrey@
globalnews.ca
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Booksworthy of artful display
Dear Editor:

Re: Harmony Arts
Festival in West Vancouver.

Missing from the arts
on display are books. Our
Canadian writer Alice
Monroe won the Nobel

Peace Prize in 2013 and
put Canadian literature on
the world map, but that
map seems to exclude West
Vancouver.

How do the organizers
of the Harmony Arts

Festival have the nerve to
ignore this art form, but to
give ornamental and other
art so much space?
Gudrun Honig-
Shrimpton
West Vancouver

• FIREPLACES • FURNACES • SERVICE •
WWW.SOLACEHOMECOMFORT.CA

Over

30
YEARS
Experience

4025 HASTINGS STREET, BURNABY 604-291-0342
109 - 1320 KINGSWAY AVE, PORT COQUITLAM 604-475-2645

HURRY IN! LIMITED TIME OFFER!
UPGRADE YOUR FIREPLACE
TO AN ENERGY EFFICIENT
NATURAL GAS FIREPLACE
Ask for details$500

UP TO

VALOR
GAS

FIREPLACE
SPECIAL

HUGE
SAVINGS!

NORTH VANCOUVER
JonathanWilkinson

CONTACT INFO:
JonathanWilkinson.ca | email: info@JonathanWilkinson.ca

August 28, 2015

NorthVancouver’s ticking tax bomb
Sewage is not generally a vote-getter.

This may be why North Vancouver’s
current Member of Parliament is
not talking much publicly about the
ticking tax bomb that is the Lions Gate
Wastewater Treatment Plant.

The plant provides only primary sewage
treatment – state of the art in the
60’s. Today, the minimum standard in
Canada is secondary treatment. And
getting there is expensive - $700 million
for the Lions Gate facility.

The pressure is on because the federal
government has mandated that the new
facility be built by 2020.

But the lack of a funding commitment
from that same federal government is
a key reason why the project is now in
danger of missing the 2020 deadline if
construction does not begin soon.

Potential for“significant”taxincrease
North Vancouver City Mayor Darrell
Mussatto says that if Ottawa and
Victoria do not commit soon to their
one-third each share of the plant
upgrade, District and City ratepayers
will be stuck with a “significant”
property tax increase in a few short
years – in the range of hundreds of
dollars each year for the average North
Vancouver household.

Mayor Mussatto, who also chairs
Metro Vancouver’s Utilities Committee,
says Metro has been waiting for
Ottawa’s response for about a year now.

There was hope that the Lions Gate
Wastewater Treatment Plant would be
a beneficiary of Stephen Harper’s pre-
election fury of spending announcements.
But, again - it would appear – sewage is
not generally a vote-getter.

Part of a pattern
North Vancouver resident Don Mavinic,

a UBC civil engineering professor and
one of Canada’s leading experts on
wastewater treatment, pollution control
and resource recovery, says the Harper
Government’s funding silence on the
Lions Gate plant is part of a pattern.

“The environment is not a priority on
the infrastructure shopping list for the
Conservatives,” he says.

At the same time, Professor Mavinic
worries that deep funding cuts
to Environment Canada and the
Department of Fisheries have eliminated
the capacity of federal scientists to
monitor how Metro Vancouver’s sewage
pollution is affecting our ocean waters.

Under the radar
This is an issue that has been flying
under the radar in North Vancouver for
too long.

Sticking North Vancouver property
taxpayers with the entire bill for a new
Lions Gate Wastewater Treatment Plant
is unfair and unacceptable.

Subjecting our local marine environment
to the outflow of obsolete 1960’s
wastewater treatment technology is
wrong and dangerous.

Yesterday, Justin Trudeau announced
a Liberal government will make the
largest new infrastructure investment
in Canadian history – including green
infrastructure like wastewater facilities.

Finally – a promise of real leadership
from Ottawa. One that can diffuse
North Vancouver’s ticking tax bomb,
spur our local economy and protect our
coastal waters.

Jonathan Wilkinson is North Vancouver’s
Liberal candidate in the upcoming Federal
election. He is a Rhodes Scholar, former
clean-tech CEO and North Shore soccer coach

Authorized by the official agent for Jonathan Wilkinson.
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