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Residents should
board first: petition

CHRISTINE WOOD/
COAST REPORTER
cwood@coastreporter.net

A petition calling for
“resident priority”
vehicle loading on
the Horseshoe Bay to
Langdale BC Ferries
route amassed more
than 500 signatures
within a week of being
started online by Ryan
Medd of Gibsons.

His petition, started on
www.change.org on Aug. 22,
asks for priority loading for
residents in communities
without alternative road
access routes.

“Residents of communi-
ties dependent upon BC
Ferries for access ... are

treated no differently than
any other BC Ferries pas-
senger, particularly when
it comes to accessing the
service. This is not fair.”

He said residents of ferry-
dependent communities
mostly travel on BC Ferries
out of necessity to get to
doctors’ appointments, the
airport or youth sporting
events.

“Expecting residents
to pay more (to reserve)
simply to access what is
truly an essential service, is
wrong,” Medd wrote in the
letter.

The petition is to
be served to Premier
Christy Clark, Minister
of Transportation and
Infrastructure Todd Stone
and BC Ferries CEO Mike
Corrigan.

Medd is a strong sup-
porter of a tolled fixed link
to the Lower Mainland and
has started a website and

Facebook page to promote
the idea.

“As much as I have my
fingers crossed for getting a
fixed link, we’re going to be
a good five years, minimum,
before we can utilize that.
In the meantime, residents
shouldn’t have to plan on
being at the ferry two hours
in advance of the actual
sailing, nor should we have
to pay more via reserva-
tion to access this essential
service.”

BC Ferries spokesman
Darin Guenette responded,
saying the proposal would
need careful consideration.

“This would take some
very thorough discussion
and analysis, as we would
need strong consensus
from communities that this
should be set up,” he said.
“Experience tells us that
providing a benefit to one
customer tends to disadvan-
tage another.”

Langdale folks
want priority at
HorseshoeBay

continued.
So far, the district appears

to be listening.
Staff have agreed that four

of the intersections that were
altered during the project war-
rant a safety evaluation before
traffic controls are loosened.

“The prudent thing to do
would be to leave those (tem-
porary controls) in place until
the work is fully completed,”

said Gavin Joyce, manager
of engineering, parks and
facilities for the district. “Once
traffic patterns are fully back
to normal, we can do a full
investigation of those sites.”

That investigation, which
is scheduled to begin Sept.
14, will be done in concert
with the community monitor-
ing advisory committee, and
will be broader than a simple
inquiry into whether the tem-
porary measures should be

made permanent. According
to Joyce, it will consider all
possible options including
everything from pedestrian
and cyclist safety, to sight
lines and vehicle queuing.

In the meantime, the
district seems to have
Metro Vancouver on board
with their plan. According
to Joyce, at the district’s
request, Metro has agreed to
leave traffic controls the way
they are for now.

From page 4
Metro and DNV agree to delay

BCFerriesworkers dealwith a long lineup at theHorseshoeBay terminal. A petition is calling
for SunshineCoast residents to be boarded first. PHOTO CINDYGOODMAN
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Notice of Partial Road Closures
and Disposition

Harbour Ave., Columbia St. and Dominion St.
What: Public input opportunity regarding the closure of

approximately 8,802 square metres of municipal road
allowance consisting of portions of Harbour Ave., Dominion
St. and Columbia St.

When: 7 pm, Monday, September 12, 2016

Where: Council Chambers, District of North Vancouver Municipal
Hall, 355 West Queens Road, North Vancouver, BC

What changes?
Bylaw 8190 proposes to close portions of dedicated municipal road
allowance. If Bylaw 8190 is adopted, the District intends to dispose of
the land to Maplewood North (Darwin/TWN) GP Ltd. for consolidation
with their adjacent lots. In exchange the District will receive the
appraised market value of $8,100,000.00 and additionally all
associated costs for a new road easement alignment for the ongoing
public access to Harbourview Park and all necessary public utility
infrastructure replacement.

When can I speak?
If you are affected by this proposed closure, please join us for the
Regular Council Meeting to be held on Monday, September 12, 2016
at 7 pm at the North Vancouver District Hall.

Need more info?
The bylaw and staff reports are available for review online at
www.dnv.org/road_closures or at the Municipal Clerks Office. Office
hours are Monday to Friday 8:00 am to 4:30 pm.

Who can I speak to?
Ryan P. Malcolm, Manager, Real Estate and Properties at
604-990-2264 or malcolmr@dnv.org
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