
Subject: [Fwd: Re: ]
Date: Wed, 23 Jun 2004 14:41:20 -0700

From: Brian Platts <bplatts@shaw.ca>
To: Corrie Kost <kost@triumf.ca>

Subject: Re:
Date: Wed, 23 Jun 2004 18:06:48 +0100 (BST)

From: Elizabeth James <cagebc@yahoo.com>
To: Ernie Crist <ernie_crist@dnv.org>, "FONVCA (E-mail)" <fonvca@fonvca.org>,

Mayor and Council - DNV <Council@dnv.org>, Senior Management Committee <managecomm@dnv.org>,
James Ridge <James_Ridge@dnv.org>

Dear Clr. Crist:
 
Now that was a good motion. I would be interested to know and try to understand the rationale for voting against it.
 
One of the severe difficulties I have these days, is the fact that political strategy requires that discussion of most every issue - instead of
focusing on the issue itself - must needs be turned into a left-wing vs right-wing debate. Now, while that may not be the exact case with
respect to your long-term-care funding motion, it is certainly playing a major role in the RAV rhetoric, following last Friday's defeat
on a tie vote.
 
I'm getting royally fed up with it.  The problems citizens face today are problems to be solved - not issues split along ideological
political lines. There are both right- and left-wing opponents/supporters of both RAV and, I'm sure, of the BCGEU motion. In fact, I
am pretty sure that, had the BCGEO motion and the UBCM vote been presented to, say, Clr. Harris or Acting Mayor McKeon-Holmes
for referral to Council for support, they would have quickly determined it had merit, and the vote quite different. 
 
If we are to enhance care of the elderly and to save tax dollars by encouraging care in their home environment how else are we to
achieve that than by asking the Province to apply those health dollars as the Federal Government intended? 
 
Liz James

Ernie Crist <ernie_crist@dnv.org> wrote:

P R E S S R E L E A S E

A MESSAGE FROM ERNIE CRIST

North Vancouver District Council refused to support a motion submitted by the BC Government and Service Employee
Union, BCGEU, asking the Campbell Government to restore funding for Long Term Care and Home Support which
according to the BCGEU has left many residents of the community without the care they need.

The request to support the BCGEU motion was made by District of North Vancouver Veteran Councillor Ernie Crist
and was debated by Council during its regular meeting on June 21. The motion had previously been endorsed by the
Union of British Columbia Municipalities Convention but the BCGEU requested additional support from the District
since the lack of funding impacted many North Vancouver residents. 

The BCGEU letter stated that 

"Whereas the Province of British Columbia will receive f! unds from the Federal Government under the First Ministers
Accord on Health Care Renewal for the delivery of home service from 2002 - 2006 and 

Whereas this funding was designated under the Health Accord to be directed only to palliative, mental health and post
acute care home care, which made no provisions for home support for the frail elderly, the chronically ill or people with
disabilities 

Therefore be it resolved that the Corporation of the District of North Vancouver, send a letter to the Minister of Health
Services, the Honorable Colin Hansen, strongly encouraging him to amend current Provincial policy, and to direct
changes to the polices of the health authorities, to include home support under the Home Care Program, and to enhance
home support for frail elderly, chronically ill and people with disabilities, in order to prevent the clients of this service
from requiring more expensive and dislocation institutional care. "
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Crist's motion to support the BC! GEU request was supported by Councillor Alan Nixon but was defeated 3 to 2 with
Cllrs Janice Harris, Maureen McKeon Holmes and Richard Walton voting against. 

ALL-NEW Yahoo! Messenger - sooooo many all-new ways to express yourself 
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