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My apologies to Jamaical!! | was actually thinking of Haiti when it was devastated by Hurricane Jeanne last year.
-Brian
Brian Platts wrote:

Hi Liz,

| too saw the "offer" of Cuban doctors but never took it seriously. It was clearly done for political purposes in an a¢iernatrass the US.
There they were in their white coats standing before the cameras on what looked like a military parade ground. Thery nasadeak of
doctors, the problem was one of logistics -- getting those stranded people (and hospital patients) out of the city gret fiaigilipies elsewhere.
Besides, how would those Cuban doctors (and all their necessary supplies and equipment) have gotten into New Orleans@ddhvelydtave
done when they got there and how many speak English? In other devastated areas of Louisiana and Mississippi, it seenagie nudnescoe
and recovery.

The report that Carolanne raised of Jamaica having better emergency preparedness rings a little hollow. Wasn't itijigsinastedasion or the
one before when thousands of poor Jamaicans were killed or left standing in waist deep water for weeks on end while thieetUSoantries
rushed in aid? If | recall, Jamaica's destructive logging practices where entire landscapes are stripped clean andileftotiestarrential
rainwater from hurricanes, resulted in muddy torrents roaring into the cities.

This disaster down south has once again made me consider our situation here in Vancouver. In New Orleans alone the8&@ueiéitaver
and coast guard helicopters in action. In this Great Nation we have just 15 modern rescue choppers from coast to ceasth@ecmmera few
45 year-old Sea King helicopters that can still get off the ground (I hope) while our nearest ground based military igam BEdtmanhandful of
Griffin choppers. God help us if the BIG ONE hits in our lifetimes.

-Brian

Elizabeth James wrote:
Thx to you, too. | did see reference to those items, both in the Sun and on the never-ending CNN coverage. What ast@ashed Bustv
would reject Cuba's offer, no matter that the people of an entire state were suffering. | also got a charge out of Megiao teemddoctors
to "save the day" for the greatest nation ever known to the world - if not the Universe.
As to West Vancouver, | have thought about that - even though it is predicted that I'd end up on the shores of Stankey doatt!thing
about the North Shore is that, so far as | know, we still have the heli-pad available. Question is, would a West Van pizssiipdie
Knowing Tim Jones and his network, my guess is that the answer would be, "Yes - if no other way, at least on a long-line."

I'm working on the theory that if we reallgally prepare ourselves, nothing will happen.

Cheers,
Liz
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