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Subject: Shared space

From: John Fair <jfair@shaw.ca>

Date: Fri, 07 Jul 2006 10:11:02 -0700
To: jbAC@dnv.org, fonvca@fonvca.org

Seens to me that this concept mght work well in several area of the north shore, such as
Lonsdal e area & Edgenont Village, maybe even Lynn Valley. If it's good for pedestrians, it
shoul d be good for cyclists. One area that is already using this concept is Ganville

I sl and.

John

A Path to Road Safety Wth No Signposts
Friday, March 4, 2005, 02:00 PM

-By SARAH LYALL

DRACHTEN, The Net herl ands

"I WANT to take you on a wal k," said Hans Monder man, abruptly stopping his car and
striding - hatless, and nearly hairless - into the freezing rain.

Li ke a naturalist conducting a tour of the jungle, he led the way to a busy intersection
in the center of town, where several odd things i medi ately becane clear. Not only was it
virtually naked, stripped of all lights, signs and road marki ngs, but there was no

di vi si on between road and sidewal k. It was, basically, a bare brick square.

But in spite of the apparently anarchical |ayout, the traffic, a steady stream of trucks,
cars, buses, notorcycles, bicycles and pedestrians, noved along fluidly and easily, as if
directed by an invisible conductor. When M. Mndernan, a traffic engineer and the

i ntersection's proud designer, deliberately failed to check for oncomng traffic before
crossing the

street, the drivers slowed for him No one honked or shouted rude words out of the w ndow.

"Who has the right of way?" he asked rhetorically. "I don't care. People here have to find
their own way, negotiate for thenselves, use their own brains.”

Used by some 20,000 drivers a day, the intersection is part of a road-design revolution
pi oneered by the 59-year-old M. Mnderman. His work in Friesland, the district in
northern Holland that takes in Drachten, is increasingly seen as the way of the future in
Eur ope

Hi s phil osophy is sinple, if counterintuitive.

To make comrmunities safer and nore appealing, M. Mndernman argues, you should first
renove the traditional paraphernalia of their roads - the traffic Iights and speed signs;
the signs exhorting drivers to stop, slow down and nerge; the center |ines separating

| anes from one another; even the speed bunps, speed-limt signs, bicycle [anes and
pedestrian crossings. In his view, it is only when the road is made nore dangerous, when
drivers stop |l ooking at signs and start |ooking at other people, that driving becones

saf er.

"Al'l those signs are saying to cars, 'This is your space, and we have organi zed your
behavi or so that as |ong as you behave this way, nothing can happen to you,'" M.
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Monder man said. "That is the wong story."

The Drachten intersection is an exanple of the concept of "shared space", a street where
cars and pedestrians are equal, and the design tells the driver what to do.

"It's a noving away fromregul ated, legislated traffic toward space which, by the way it's
desi gned and configured, makes it clear what sort of behavior is anticipated,"” said Ben
Ham | ton-Baillie, a British specialist in urban design and novenent and a proponent of
many of the same concepts.

H ghways, where the car is naturally king, are part of the "traffic world" and anot her
matter altogether. In M. Mondernman's view, shared-space schenes thrive only in
conjunction with well-organi zed, well-regul ated hi ghway systens.

Variations on the shared-space thene are being tried in Spain, Denmark, Austria, Sweden
and Britain, anbng other places. The European Union has appointed a conmittee of experts,
i ncluding M. Monderman, for a Europe-w de study.

MR. MONDERMAN is a man on a nission. On a daylong autonotive tour of Friesland, he pointed
out places he had inproved, including a town where he ripped out the sidewal ks, signs and
crossings and put in brick paving on the

central shopping street. An elderly woman crossed slowy in front of him

"This is social space, so when Grandma is coming, you stop, because that's what nornal,
courteous human bei ngs do," he said.

Pl anners and curious journalists are increasingly making pilgrimges to nmeet M.

Monder man, considered one of the field s great innovators, although until a few years ago
he was virtually unknown outside Holland. M. Hanilton-Baillie, whose witings have

hel ped bring M. Mnderman's work to w der attention, renenbers with fondness his own
first visit.

M. Mondernman drove himto a snall country road with cows in every direction. Their
presence was unnecessarily reinforced by a | arge, standard-issue European traffic sign
with a picture of a cowon it.

"He said: 'Wat do you expect to find here? Wallabies?'" M. Ham lton-Baillie recalled
"'They're treating you like you're a conplete idiot, and if people treat you like a
conplete idiot, you'll act |ike one.""

"Here was sonmeone who had rethought a | ot of issues fromconplete scratch. Essentially,
what it nmeans is a transfer of power and responsibility fromthe state to the individua
and the comunity."

Dressed in a beige jacket and patterned shirt, with scruffy facial hair and a stocky
build, M. Mnderman has the appearance of a football hooligan but the tenperanent of an
engi neer, which indeed he trained to be. His father was the headnmaster of the prinmary
school in their small village; Hans liked to fiddle with machines. "I was al ways the guy
who repaired the TV sets in our village," he said.

He was working as a civil engineer building highways in the 1970's when the Dutch
government, alarmed at a sharp increase in traffic accidents, set up a network of
traffic-safety offices. M. Mndernman was appointed Friesland's

traffic safety officer.

In residential communities, M. Mnderman began narrowi ng the roads and putting in design
features like trees and flowers, red brick paving stones and even fountains to di scourage
peopl e from speeding, followi ng the principle now known as psychol ogi cal traffic cal mng

wher e behavi or foll ows design.

He nade his first nervous foray into shared space in a small village whose residents were
upset at its being used as a daily thoroughfare for 6,000 speeding cars. Wen he took away
the signs, lights and sidewal ks, people drove nore carefully. Wthin two weeks, speeds on
the road had dropped by nore than hal f.

In fact, he said, there has never been a fatal accident on any of his roads. Several early
studi es bear out his contention that shared spaces are safer.ln England, the district of
WIltshire found that renoving the center line froma stretch of road reduced drivers

speed wi thout any increase in accidents.
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VWH LE sonething of a libertarian, M. Mnderman concedes that road design can do only so
much. 1t does not change the behavior, for instance, of the 15 percent of drivers who wll
behave badly no matter what the rules are. Nor are shared-space designs appropriate
everywhere, |ike major urban centers, but only in neighborhoods that neet particul ar
criteria.

Recently a group of well-to-do parents asked himto wi den the two-lane road |eading to
their children's school, saying it was too snall to acconmpdate what he derisively calls
"their huge cars."”

He refused, saying the fault was not with the road, but with the cars. "They can't wait
for each other to pass?" he asked. "I wouldn't interfere with the right of people to buy
the car they want, but nor should the government have to solve the problens they make with
their choices."

Shared Space is a European project with the purpose of devel oping new policies for the

pl anni ng of public space. For this purpose, a new view regarding the planning of public
space is applied in seven pilot projects. The essence of the new approach is that people's
behaviour in the street is stronger affected by expression of the surroundi ngs than by the
application of the usual traffic instrunents such as speed bunmps, traffic islands, or
pedestrian crossings.

The Shared Space approach is innovative and ties in with current devel opnents in society.
In the past decades, the car was the determning factor for the way in which public space
was pl anned. The devel oped traffic systemhad to nake certain that man could survive anbng
an ever increasing streamof vehicles. Yet the tested traffic instruments appear no | onger
to

be sufficient; the nunber of traffic casualties is on the increase. Shared Space is a new
way to nmake the shared space in which we live, both safer and nore pl easant.

Current situation

The space which we inhabit is partly owned by private individuals. The rest of it is owned
by the state and essentially intended for general use. Yet, in the course of tineg,
sector-related (traffic) notions have obtai ned such a predom nant influence on the |ay-out
and the use of public space that such space is only neaningful in its sector-related
functions. Man, as a user of public space, has been reduced to a part of the system There
is yet a limted amount of space where sector-related considerations are not normative

Consequences for individuals

If there is insufficient public space that is free fromsectoral objectives then this
interferes with the social needs of the individual citizens and the groups which they are
part of. For people need space in order to be a citizen with other citizens; a shortage of
" human space' (public space that is determned by human needs instead of by sectora
utility considerations) inplies a restriction and deterioration of the quality of

i ndi vidual Iives.

Consequences for society

The shortage of human space has consequences for the individual citizens as well as for
our denocratic constitutional state. Qur constitutional state bases itself on a
pluralistic society of free and responsible citizens. Sufficient public space of a
sufficient quality is essential for the devel opnent of free and responsible citizens. A
shortage of 'human space',

therefore, interferes with the functioning of our denobcratic constitutional state. Based
on this line of thought, the lack of 'human space' has far-reachi ng consequences for

Eur opean political cooperation which is formally based on pluralismand denocracy.

R R R S b b I I b R I b R I Ik I kR I S I S I b I S I O I O
Britain

ROAD signs, barriers and even traffic lights could disappear fromBritain's streets if an
experiment on one of London's nost fanous thoroughfares is adopted around the country.
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Exhi biti on Road, home of the Science, Natural History and Victoria & Al bert nuseuns, is to
be the showcase for a street design in which cars and pedestrians will be encouraged to
nm ngl e.

Al traditional signals and barriers used to separate the carriageway and pavenent wll be
renoved and the question of who has priority will deliberately be |eft open. Even the kerb
will be elimnated as part of the scheme to create Britain's first such "shared space".

The theory is that all street-users are equal. Drivers will be forced to sl ow down and
establish eye contact with pedestrians because they will no |longer be able to assune that
t hey have right of way.

Traffic managers traditionally have taken the view that pedestrians and vehicl es nust be
separated at all costs. But research fromthe Netherlands, Denmark and Germany has shown
that traffic lights and road signs deter road-users fromtaking responsibility for their
actions. A driver sinply | ooks at the colour of the light rather than at people wanting to
cross. Far frommaking junctions safer, the array of signs and narki ngs on nodern roads

di stract road-users fromthe task of safely negotiating a route past other people.

The concept of "shared space"” was pioneered in the Netherlands, where traffic |ights and
signs were renoved fromseveral junctions. Despite w despread predictions of chaos and
carnage, the approach has reduced the nunber of crashes and made car journeys qui cker.

The maxi mum speed t hrough the shared space will fall to 20nph, as it is inpossible to
establish eye contact when travelling any faster, but drivers will save tinme by no | onger
having to wait for a green light if there is a gap at the junction. Pedestrians will be
able to cross anywhere.

Ben Hanmilton-Baillie, an urban designer who has helped to draw up the plans for Exhibition
Road, said that motorists would still have full access to the road, but it would be like
driving through a canpsite. "You don't need signs everywhere on a canpsite telling you to
give way orstop or slow down, because it's blindingly obvious what you need to do," he

sai d.

Drivers would al so be nore responsible for any accidents as they woul d no | onger be able
to argue that people "just stepped out into the road".

Kensi ngton & Chel sea Council, the |ead authority on the Exhibition Road project, also
pl ans to apply shared space principles to Sl oane Square by renoving the roundabout and
creating two | arge pedestrian areas outside the

Royal Court Theatre and Peter Jones departnent store.

Wltshire County Council has tested renoving white lines fromthe centre of urban roads
and found that accidents fell by 35 per cent.
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